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MADAM, 


Tn E moſt accurate obſerver of the 


beauties of nature muſt be the beſt 


judge of their imitations ; and the ſame 
elegance of imagination which forms 
the romance, mult enlighten the critic : 
it was natural for me, under this per- 
ſuaſion, to addreſs myſelf to you. 


How ingenious are people in colour- 


ing their paſſions! Thus have I heigh- 
tened ſelf-love into a love of juſtice ; 
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1 pxpiczriox. 
ſor what could be more advantageous to 
ne than to have it known, that vou 
approve me as a writer, and acknow- 
ledge me as a friend? What ſucceſs 1 
may have in the former character muſt 
depend on  futurity'; ; but I am in poſ- 

ſeſſion of all the credit of the latter; 


while you _ me to declare, that 
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1 am, MADAM, 
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Your bh Wed and Wy obedient, 
n Humble Servant, 5 
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e years Ku 2 fatal . of 
the French Revolution, St. Omers, a large 0 
handſome town upon the confines of Artois, 
was the reſidence of many Engliſh families, 
who had withdrawn from their own country. 
through different motives. 
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The Engliſh college was a ſtrong recom- 
mendation to thoſe who had large families, 
as their ſons were there taught every branch 


of uſeful knowledge, initiated in all the ©? 


polite arts at a very trifling expence, while 
their daughters enjoyed an equal advantage 
in the various convents with which the | 
place abounded, and its vicinity to Dunkirk, 
Calais, and Boulogne, added to the reaſon- 
able price of every article of lite, houſe-rent, 
lodgings, &c. gave it a decided pre-eminence 
in moſt people's eyes over my other town 
upon the frontiers, — 


Among the number cf its Engliſh inha- 
bitants at the time this hiſtory commences, 
was a family of the name of Weſthorpe, but 
none of their countrymen then at St. Omer's 
could diſcover what had induced the maſter 
of it (though he had been many years a reſi- 
dent in France) to fix his abode in a foreign 
country; he viſited but few of the Engliſh, | 


which ſerved the more to excite their curi- 
3 ; ofi ty, 
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oſity, and his recluſe ſort of life gave riſe to 
many and various conjectures. 


He was naturally of a reſerved, haughty; 
moroſe diſpoſition, and was of no ſmall con · 
ſequence in his own opinion; nay, was 
thought a man of ſuperior underſtanding by 
the undiſcerning few, who miſtake a grave 
exterior, too often the reſult of miſtaken 
pride, for innate wiſdom ; his exceſſive par: 
ſimony, which extended to every thing 
concerned; his houſhold had gained him 
the reputation of à rich miſer, who was 
hoarding for his family; for, in ſpite of ape 
pearance, no one imagined his economy is. 
be the reſult of neceſſity, 


- His wife had once betn a beauty, and had 
brought him a genteel fortune; indeed that 
alone had induced Mr. Weſthorpe to make 
her an offer of his hand, for he knew ber 
education had been very much neglected, 
and that her temper was far from good; but 
as he determined to be maſter of his own 

B 2 houſe, 
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bouſe, theſe conſidetations gave him but 
| little concern, and from the day of their 
marriage, he-exerciſed his authority with 
the moſt deſpotic ſway. At firſt Mrs. 
Weſthorpe ſnewed great diſpoſition to rebel, 
but fear, the conſtant companion of narrow 
minds, at laſt induced her (though with a 
very bad grace) to ſubmit to laws from 
whence there was no appeal, and ſhe was 
now © dwindled into a peeviſh domeſtic 
drudge; but as this was by no means the 
”. -  effe&-either of affection or inclination, ſhe 
indemnified herſelf for this forced ſubmiſſion 
to the will of her lord and maſter, by railing 
at him to every one indiſcriminately behind 
his back, and by exerting the utmoſt tyranny 
in her turn over her children and ſervants, 
but more particularly over a young man ſhe 
and her huſband called nephew, but whom 
many people, who affected to be in the family 
ſecret, had ſet down for a natural ſon of Mr. 
Meſthorpe's, and this accounted in moſt 
people's eyes for the good lady's bad tem- 
177 | per, 
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per, and n treatment of thas —_ 
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Of their on two ane we e. dba 5 but 
little, as they were neither of them bleſt with 
ſhining talents, and they ſeemed to bid fair 
to go through the world, as many have done 
| before them, without experiencing any great 
revolution in their diurnal occupations; and 
as they were of eaſy, indolent diſpoſitions, 
they bore with their mother's continual ill- 
humour with the utmoſt patience, and plod- 
ded on, heedleſs of the paſt, and careleſs of 
the future; it was generally ſuppoſed 
their father meant them to enjoy the fruits 
of his ceconomy as gentlemen, becauſe they 
were not ſtudying for any profeſſion, and 
were allowed to lounge away great en 1 
Weir time in n . 


Their ſiſter, Miſs Welthorpe, was ju 
turned of ſeventeen; ſhe poſſeſſed no ſmall 
ſhare” of her mother's diſpoſition, without 

thoſe TREE to beauty her mother had 
| B 3 been 
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deen remarked for at her age; and her edu · 
cation, which ſhe had received in the. Urſu- 


line convent at St. Onier's, had rather in- 


treaſed than checked her naturally bad 
temper ; and having attained a tolerable ſkill 
in dancing, a ſmattering of muſic from the 


organiſt of the cathedral, (who could make 
ſhift to tune a harpſichord, run over the 
church ſervice, and a few other tunes, which 


rendered him a very proper inſtructor for 
young ladies 1n general) and paint a few 


miſerable flowers her mother thought beau- - 


tiful, ſhe now looked upon herſelf as entitled 


to univerſal admiration from the male ſex, 


and had no doubt but ſhe was an object of 


conſiderable” envy to her own. Her mother 
and ſhe ſeldom agreed in any one point, ex- 
cept in trying to outvie each other in tor- 


menting the young man already mentioned, 


wWho bore the name of Henry Weſthorpe; 


he had never been a conftant refident in the 
family, though be had been under Mr. 
Weſthorpe's care from his earlieſt infancy; 
i hack continued at nurſe till his uncle left 

England 
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England with his family, and was then re- 
moved to a very cheap academy at Biſhop | 
Auckland, in the county. of Durham. He 
had at this period attained his fifth. yeat, 
and was allowed, by all who knew him, to 
be a remarkable fine child: to a moſt beau - 
tiful countenance he united a moſt elegant 
form, and was at this early age-diftinguiſhed. 
for his ſhrewd, pertinent remarks, excellent 
temper, and uncommon vivacity. 


He very won became the darling of a 
moſt deferving couple, a Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker, under whoſe care he. was placed 
they had no children of their own, which 
was in ſome reſpects a fortunate circum 
ſtance for little Henry, as it certainly in- 
creaſed their attachment towards him. As 
for Mr. Weſthorpe, he ſeemed almoſt to 
have forgot ſuch a being exiſted : Mr. 
Parker had received his inſtructions to draw 
upon a banker in London, quarterly, for the 
{malt ſum he had allotted for his nephew's 
education, cloathing, &c.. and once or twice 


B 4 a year 
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a year he deigned to inquire, in very laconic 

letters, how the boy went on. However, 

Henry was no ſufferer by this unkind want 
of attention in his only relation, for his 
uncle had told Mr. Parker his father and 
mother were both dead; indeed this had 
greatly added to the commiſeration his help- 
jeſs infancy and innocent prattle had, from 
the firſt moment he ſaw him, excited in the 
good man's boſom. 


At ten years old Henry began to give 
proofs of ſurpriſing genius and ſtrong natural 
parts, and Mr. Parker prognofticated in the 
Pride of his honeſt heart to his intimate ac- 
quaintance, that his favourite Harry would 
do him honour, and few men were better 
judges of the human heart, or more quali- 
fied for the line of life he had adopted. To 
the moſt unbounded benevolence, and equa- 
nimity of temper, he joined almoſt univerſal. 
Knowledge, without the flighteſt tincture of 
pedantry; and he poſſeſſed the rare talent 
af gaining the affection of his pupils, with- 

out 
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out relaxing from the neceſſary ſevere dif» 


naries of every denomination. - - - --- 


* 


Ever careſul to avoid creating jealouſy or 


diſſenſions among his numerous pupils, he 


concealed the partiality he felt for Henry as 
much as poſſible in his own boſom, but 
Henry had experienced ſuch ſtrong and con 
vincing proofs of it in private, that his gra- 
titude for the unexampled kindneſs he met 
with, almoſt ſurpaſſed the love this venerable 
couple bore him; he looked forward to the 
moment of his departure with the deepeſt 
vegret, and tears would frequently ſtart into 
his eyes, whenever the poſſibility of ſuch an 
event ſpeedily taking place was mentioned 
by either his good maſter or miſtreſs; and 
the moment arrived much teo ſoon for all 
parties: for ſoon after he was turned of fif- 


teen, he received an order from bis uncle to 


bid adieu to Biſhop-Auckland, and j join him 
at St. Omer's, where he could finiſh. his 
= van under his own * Con- 


Wo ſcious 


cipline ſo conducive to order in large lemi- 


* 
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ſcious this ſummons did not proceed from 
affection, Henry prepared with a heavy heart 
to obey the will of a man he could. — 
1 22 wn nor reſiſt. 


Mr. and Mrs. Parker tried to inſpire him 
with hopes they by no means entertained, 
and to fortify his mind againſt the worſt evils 
that could befakhim, promiſed often to correſ- 
pond with him, and defired him always to 
look upon their houſe as his home. Theſe 
kind endeavours to conſole him had a very 
contrary effect upon the mind. of Henry, 
who now began to fee his unfortunate ſitua- 
tion in a ſtronger light than ever, and vainly 
| Wiſhed be had been doomed to be a depen · 

dent upon their bounty inſtead of that of a 
lation, who evidently cared very little about 
him, and who had moſt likely formed ſome: 
plan for his entrance into life, would by no 
means coincide with his inclination, and 
which he would moſt probably be forced to 
adopt, or forfeit all claim to his uncle's pro- 


Such 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 14. 


Such were his unpleaſant reflections on 
the day preceding his departure. He was 
fitting with Mr. and Mrs. Parker, who, 
almoſt as much in need of conſolation as 
himſelf, had tried in vain to ſupport an un- 
intereſting deſultory converſation upon in- 
different ſubjects, (not daring to mention 
the one neareſt their heart) till obſerving 


Henry, who had merely anſwered by mono- 


fyllables their different queſtions, quite ab- 
ſorbed by the ſilent grief prayed upon his 
mind, Mrs Parker approached him, wiſhing 
to break in upon his reverie, and {peak fore 
comfort to his wounded mind; ſhe looked 
at him in ſilenee for ſome ſeconds, till their 
eyes met; ſhe tried to ſay ſomething to 
cheer his drooping ſpirits, but the firſt word: 
hung ſo long upon her lips, that her full 
heart overflowed at her eyes, and thus her 
kind intentions were totally defeated. Henry 
had roſe from his ſeat, and gueſſing what ſhe 
would have ſaid, flung his arms around her 
neck; ſhe preſſed him to her boſom, while 
they mingled their tears in ſilence. Mr. 
B 6 Parker 
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Parker ſaid ſomething, but Henry, unable to 
anſwer, and wiſhing to regain ſome ſniall 
mare of fortitude, ruſhed out of the room. 
To deſcribe the parting ſcene between him 
and this amiable couple would be impoſſible, 
fuffice it to ſay, early the next morning he 
proceeded to Durham, mounted the roof of 
the Newcaftle coach, and, after a very ex 
peditious, if not a very pleaſant journey, ar- 
rived in London, proceeded from thence to 
Dover, croſſed with the firſt packet, and 
landed very fafe at Calais. Determined not 
to give way to unavailing regret, he had 
tried as much as poſſible to look forward 
with hope, viſited every thing worthy notice 
at Calais, and ſet out the morning after his 
arrival there in a ſort of barge or covered 
bghter for St. Omer's. 


_—_— T1. 4 - clark 
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| His reception, when he reached the place 
of his deſtination, was by no means calcu- 
lated to eradicate the gloomy ideas he had 
formed of his future ſituation. As he was 
totally ignorant of the French language, his 
freſh water voyage, which laſted from ſiæ in 
the morning to the ſame hour in the even- 
ing, paſſed almoſt in total ſilence on his fide, 
4. . and 
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and not very pleaſantly, for the country was 
flat and dreary,. and the appearance of dirt 
and poverty he remarked in the French 
_ villages, did not give him a very high opinion 
of the country he was henceforward (at leaſt 
for ſome time) to reſide in. 


As ſoon as the barge was moored, he heard 
ſome body call out for a perſon of his name; 
he inſtantly advanced, and found it was Mr. 
William Weſthorpe, his eldeſt couſin: very 
little paſt; each ſaid they were glad to ſee 
each other, and taking Henry's baggage be- 
tween them, they proceeded to Mr. Weſt- 
horpe's houſe, which was in the Rue du 
Commandant, a large, wide, and airy bret. 
in the centre of the town. 


| During their walk, Mr. Wuliam told 
Henry, his father and brother would have 
accompanied him to the quay, had they 
known. the preciſe day of his arrival. This 
well-timed excuſe rather raiſed Henry's. 


ſpirits, but unfortunately his uncle was not 
at 
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at home when they reached his houſe, and 
Mrs. Weſthorpe had ſeized the. favourable 
opportunity to give way to one of her pa- 
roxiſms of ill- humour; ſhe was in the nud- 
dle of a moſt violent declamation againſt 
French ſervants and undutiful children 
when Henry and his couſin entered the 
parlour, ſhe was not at all diſconeerted, and 
even for a minute or more did not affect to 
perceive his entrance; at laſt, however, ſhe 
concluded, by ſaying, Sure no: one was: 
ever ſo tormented as I am.” Then turning 
to her ſon, « What do you ſtand. there tors. 
boy, with the door half open, to give me 
my death of cold? Come along, child, to- 
Henry, giving him a lock to advance, which 
he did in filent wonder and amaze... She: 
caught hold of his arm when. he was near 
enough, turned him half round, ſaying. 
Well, I can't find out, for my part, what 
Mr. Weſthorpe means by having ſent for- 
you over here, I have got torments enough 
ef my own already, but I ant allow'd a will: 

| WAS 
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of my own, God knows, tis enough for me 
to lay white, for him to ſay black. Why ate 
| you bewitched or tongue- tied, boy, that you 
| ha'nt a word to ſay for yourſelf, your ſchool- 
ing ſeems to have been all thrown. away 
upon you—why don't you put your bundle 
down? | 


| Meir did as he was ordered, and moſt. 
fervently wiſhed himfelf again at Biſhnop- 
Auckland; tried to fay ſomething might 
pleaſe his mild aunt, who cut him ſhort in 
x an inftant, a | 


K* want none of your Somivery, boy, 1 
only with I was allow' d a little peace, but 
my troubles increaſe every day; I wonder 
why you was not put out prentice to ſome 
honeſt tradeſman in England, for what uſe 
jabbering French will be to you, God knows; 
however, if Mr. Weſthorpe don't make me 
a proper allowance for pour board, you 
ſha'nt ſtay here, I can tell you that, for I 
have enough to do as it is to make both ends 
meet; 
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meet; but I wo'nt be the flave I have been 
to him and his beggarly rel. tions, if I am to 
his impudent children, whom he encourages 
to pull my eyes out. 


„rr did not venture to interrupt this 
—— harangue; however, to his 
great relief, and no ſmall joy, the entrance 
of her lord and maſter put an inſtantaneous 
ſtop to her volubility. Henry, who eaſily 
gueſſed who he was, by the effect his entrance 
ſeemed to have upon his good-tempered 
wife, went to meet him, and tried to expreſs 
N like PT at ſeeing him. 158979 


Mr. Welthorpe's $ reception, Hh very 
deficient Henry thought in point of affec- 
tion, was ſtill infinitely more flattering than 
his aunt's had been; he called him a fine 
youth, aſked him a few trifling queſtions, ' 
and told him in a few days he meant ta 
place him at the Engliſh college, that he 
had already ſpoken to the principal about 
him, and _— he would endeavour to do 

honour 
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honour to his recommendation and protec- 
tio n. | 4 


Henry returned him thanks for (what he 
termed) this freſh proof of his kindneſs to- 
wards him, in terms which ſeemed to pleaſe 
and flatter Mr. Weſthorpe's predominant 
failing ; in fact, he rejoiced at the idea of 
not inhabiting for any length of time the 
fame houſe with his aunt, and thought the 
ſtricteſt rules of any college muſt ſtill make 
it a very deſirable abode when compared to 
his uncle's houſe, as it was now become | 
pretty evident to him, upon what agreeable 
terms Mr. and Mrs Weſthorpe lived, for 
ſhe was certainly ignorant of her huſband's 
intentions reſpecting Henry when he. firſt 
arrived, and ſhe ſeemed very much diſap- 
pointed upon finding ſhe ſhould hardly have 
time to vent the ftock of ſpleen ſhe had 
treaſured up for _ occaſion. 


, Upon the fourth day after bis arrival, 
during which time he had many more prcofs 
100501 of 
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of the excellence of his aunt's diſpoſition, 
which ſhewed itſelf upon the moſt trivial 
occafions, he took vp his abode- at the 
Engliſh college, ſo named from all the pto- 
feſſors being of that nation; it had formerly 
belonged to one of the numerous ſocieties 
of Jeſuits, and was now a large feminary for 
the education of Engliſh youths, who pro- 
fefſed the Catholick religion, but as their 
rules did not exclude Proteſtants from par- 
ticipating in the benefits it held forth; there 
were uſually more of the latter than the for- 
mer. | dong nh 


In this ſeminary Henry ſpent the three 
enſuing years in a ſtate of comparative hap- 
pineſs to what his life would have been had 
he been continually expoſed to the infults, 
caprices, and abominable temper of his aunt; 
his extenfive knowledge and real learning 
had acquired him the eſteem and friendſhip 
of moſt of the profeſſors, but unfortunately - 
though they all wiſhed to ſerve him, ſituated 
as they were, they had very little power; but . 
he derived one very great benefit from their 
friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, he received leſſons from all the 

ſupernumerary maſters gratis, and was al- 
lowed. to attend all the * lectures and 
| Aan, 


J le jooked upon the few viſits he was un- 
der the neceſſity of paying his uncle and 
family as by far the moſt uncomfortable 
part of his time, always treated with a cold- 
neſs, bordering on contempt, by Mr. Weſ- 
thorpe, and with a total indifference by his 
two male couſins, who proſecuted their 
ſtudies at home under their father's eye. 
Mrs. Weſthorpe and her daughter's ſarcaſms 
and ill natured remarks were almoſt a relief 
| 10 him. 


| Mr. welthorpe preſerved the moſt obſti⸗ 
nate ſilence reſpecting his future intentions, 
and was always deaf to the numerous hints 
Henry threw out, in order to learn what line 
of life he meant him to purſue, and he could 
only attribute the tardineſs of his uncle's 
deciſion to his not knowing what to do with 

e dim, 
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kim, for ſeveral of the profeſſors. had told 
Mr. Weſthorpe it was not in their power 
to teach his nephew any thing more, and 
that he was now qualified to re- place any 
of them ; this he frequently did when -any 
of the. gentlemen were indiſpoſed or choſe 
to indulge. Mr. Weſthorpe liſtened to the 
encomiums beſtowed upon him with the 
utmoſt ſangfroid, merely faid he was glad 
Henry, knew how to appreciate the friend- 
ſhip of ſuch kind patrons, hoped he was 
qualified for any profeſſion, but went no 
further, ſo patience was Henry's” only re- 
| ſource. Among thoſe of his companions 
neareſt his own age was a Mr. Aſtley, much 
his ſuperior in point of birth and fortune, as 
he was the ſecond ſon of Lord Mowbray, a 
rigid Catholick, which had been his induce- 
ment for ſending his ſon to St. Omer's. 


28 Keats Aﬀtley was gay, nay ne to 
an exceſs, but poſſeſſed an excellent heart, 
which atoned for all his levity in Henry's 


| eyes who ated, in the double capacity of his 
tutor 


—— 


22 Na MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


tutor” and friend; for he had frankly told 
profeſſor B. who was his private preceptor, 
Henry could teach him more in an hour 


than he could ina week; the profeſſor, by 


way of puniſhment, had turned him over to 
Henry's inſtructions, and whether the latter's 
method of inculcating his precepts was more 
fimple, or more adapted to his pupil's capa» 
city, or whether Frederick was determined 
to mortify the profeſſor by ſtudying with 
much more zeal under his fiiend's tuition, 
certain it is, he made a very rapid progreſs 


in whatever Henry undertook to teach him. 


As they were upon the moſt intimate foot- 
ing, Frederick had learnt his kind friend's 
hiſtory, at leaſt all that Henry knew of him- 
felf, and was very ardent in his defire to ſerve 


_ him; but it was ſome time before he ven- 


tured to propoſe writing to Lord Mowbray 
in his behalf, whom he was certain had inte- 
reſt enough to procure him ſome place would 
at leaſt ſecure him independence, or get him 
into the Britiſh land or naval ſervice, ac- 
knowledging he had often mentionedhim to 
his 


_»= 
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his father, and had'enumerated the obliga- 
tions be had laid him under, produced ſeve- 
3 ral of Lord Mowbray's letters, in which he 
mentioned his young tutor with great kind- 
f neſs, and defired his fon to aſſure him how 
1 grateful he was for the attention and care he - 
beſtowed upon him. 


Henry was very much flattered by the \ 
kind intereſt Frederick Aſtley took in his 
future welfare, but waved all his generous 
offers with a modefty and diſcretion which 
only ſerved to increaſe the other's zeal. But 

the excellent Mr. Parker had early inſtilled 
a certain degree of proper pride into his 
youthful mind, made him very cautious of 
laying himſelf under obligations; beſides, 
much about this time, from ſome hints his 
uncle had thrown out, he began to hope he 
meant to do ſomething for him, and Henry 
had come to a reſolution to ſubſeribe blindly: 
to any propoſal which might tend in time to 
procure him independence. 


One 


—_— 
— 
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One Sunday, while taking an aſterncon's 

walk with Mr. Weſthorpe, this gentleman 
ſurpriſed him agreeably, by aſking him if he 
. ſhould have any oby ection to enter the 
a 5 1 en 


= 9 + in the world,” 0 aſſured 


bim. 


7 . 
he * 
2 
55 "I 


Mr. Weſthorpe, with the air of a man who 
has taken time for reflection before he ſpeaks, 
now ſaid, During my long reſidence at 
St. Omers, I have become in ſome degree in» 
timate with a Scotch knight of St. Lewis, 
you may probably have heard mentioned by 
ſome of the profeſſors, the Chevalier Ma- 
charty, who has ſome power, I know, and 
upon my mentioning you to him the other 
day, he profeſſed a great inclination to ſerve 

you, has invited me to dine with him to- 
morrow, and has deſired I would bring you 
with me, therefore hold yourſelf in readineſs, 


jt is now time to bring you forward in life; 


and I ſhould not have kept you ſo long at 
+ 800 the 
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the College, had I not thought you would 
receive more benefit by continuing there 
than you poſſibly — from — in my 


houſe. ; 


Their arrival at the gates of St. Omers 
changed the converſation, and Henry re- 
turned to the college in a happier frame of 
mind than he had been for ſome time, though 
his proſpects of independence were ſtill at 
{ome diſtanſe. . 


n 


— 
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TEE following day he was introduced to 


the Chevalier Macharty, whom he had fre- 


quently heard mentioned as a moſt excel- 
lent man, and ſoon found enn barely did 


him juſtice. ne 


N 


3 The Chiovitier was no leſs pleaſed with 
Henry, and ſeldom let a day elapſe, af- 


ter they became acquainted, without either 


m for him to his apartment, or calling 
wap Hin at the college, he had propuled to 
exert ps, intereſt in his favour during 


4. 


* 


* 
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their firſt interview, and often lamented in 
their ſubſequent converſations the medio- 
crity of his fortune, which prevented him 
from providing for him as he could have 
wiſhed, as it was, his friendſhip, intereſt, and 
advice were all he had to beſtow, and be 
would ftrain every nerve to ſerve him. 


Henry thought himſelf happy in having 
acquired ſuch a friend, and tried, by every 
means in his power to convince the Che ya- 
lier of his heart-felt gratitude for his kind 
promiſes, and for ſeveral very genteel pre+ 
ſents, which were made 1n the moſt delicate 
manner, and which enabled him to appear. 
in ſome of the firſt circles in the town: 


His elegant, manly figure, and rare accom · 
pliſhments, ſoon made him a welcome viſitor 
every where. The Chevalier was never in- 
vited to any party, without being entreated 

to bring his protegee in his hand, to the na 
{mall delight of the gopd old man, Wa 


8 Pong friend. 
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foon became ſtrongly attached to his 


Mr. Weſthorpe aw their increasing i inti- 
macy with great delight, and began to hope 
his nephew was amply provided for ; at all 
events, he found he would no longer be a 
very heavy burthen to him; for if the 
Chevalier lived, he would moſt probably 
Ieave him enough to exiſt upon; and ſhould 
Henry be unfortunate enough to diſoblige 
the. old fellow, he ſhould have an excellent 
exciſe to turn his back upon him, without 
incurring the cenſure of the world. | 
o | . 
Mrs. Weſthorpe's ſentiments by no means 
coincided with her huſband's, (indeed this 
ſeldom or ever happened) but ſhe was exceſ- 


5 ſively angry, and very much mortified to ſee 


this beggar of a relation (the uſual appella- 
tion ſhe honoured" Henry with) frequent the 
firſt companyin St. Omers, while ſhe 
and her amiable children were totally over- 
looked, though e bad now reſided up- 
| ward 
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ward of thirteen years in the town. Alto- 
gether, this was more than her mild temper 
could bear, and ſhe determined to remon- 
ſtrate with Mr. Weſthorpe, though ſhe knew 
it would be in vain, and a vaſt many family 
quarrels were the conſequence of this reſolu- 
tion. 


«She foreſaw pride and vanity would prove 
the boy's ruin, and ſhe ſhould rejoice for 
one, as ſhe had diſcharged her duty by him; 
and if Mr. Weſthorpe would not be ruled, 
why he muſt e'en go on in his own perverſe 
way; however, ſooner or later, he would K- 
member her words when ſhe was cold in her 
grave, perhaps.” Mr. Weſthorpe did not 
care how ſoon ſhe verified the laſt part of her 
prediction, and as for the firſt, it EY un- 
noticed. 


6 TRY 
. : 


_ Henry's viſits became much leſs frequent, 
as he found they were always the occaſion of 

a violent altercation between his uncle and 
aunt. At laſt, however, in order to makę a 
C4 diſplay 
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diſplay of his abſolute power, Mr. Weſthorpe 
Choſe to take Henry from College, and fix 
him for the preſent in his own houſe, aſſuring 
him at the fame time he would make every 
thing as agreeable as poffible TOP his reſi- 
dence under his root. 


Henry had no alternative, therefore com- 
plied with his uncle's orders with a good 
grace, and made a reſolution never to take 
the leaſt notice of what his aunt might ſay 
during her fits of ſpleen and caprice; now 

bad he ſedulouſly ſtudied how moſt to tor- 
ment her, he could not have ſucceeded bet- 
ter, for no one thing provoked her fo much 
as to hear her taunting, ill-natured ſpeeches 
mnmoved ; ſhe loſt half her power in her own 
eyes, if ſhe could not exaſperate her Pon 
TIT | 


„R Aſtley had returned to England 

a few weeks before Henry left the college; 

the two friends had parted with the deepeſt 

regret on both ſides, and Frederick had ex- 
. 15 ö | acted 


— 
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added a promiſe from Henry to write to him 
often, and made him almoſt ſwear he would 
not take any ſtep of importance without let- 
ting him know. "Henry, who gueſſed his 

generous motives, made him promiſe on his 
part not to trouble Lord Mowbray about 
him, at leaſt for a twelvemonth, if he ſaw no 
chance of getting info the French ſervice 
by that time, he would return to England, 
and truſt to his friendſhip and my Lord's 


intereſt for his future . 
nn * ; 
"8" - : ; 
/ 
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S 


Mas. Weſthorpe, who had in vain oppo- 
ſed her huſband's intention of taking Henry 
home, now only ftrove to make every thing 
as diſagreeable and uncomfortable as poſſible 
to the innocent object of her averſion, 


new; ot oem} x 
- 


Mr. Weſthorpe perceiving her kind inten- 
tions, ſpoke now more in the imperative tone 
than he had ever done before, and even en- 
forced his threats by oaths ; this only re- 
doubled the good lady's rancour towards 
Ty” to whole miſrepreſentations of her 

| conduct 
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conduct ſhe openly attributed the increaſing | 
ſeverity in her huſband's eee and man- 
ners. : 


Every trifling luxury (if ſuch they might 
be termed) the family had formerly been al- 
lowed were now retrenched. This, of courle, 
produced complaints from all quarters, which 
was exactly what ſhe wiſhed and had expect - 
ed, becauſe they afforded her ſuch an excel - 
lent opportunity of giving way to her natu- 
ral temper. Upon theſe occaſions ſhe would 
often ſay, It Is impoſhble to live as we 
have done; no one knows ſo well as myſelf 
how expenſive houſekeeping i is for ſo large a 
family, but ſome folks can be generous to 
ſtrangers, and would not care if they ſtarved 
their own fleſh and blood. 


This was one of the moſt grok wake ſhe 
bad ever ventured to make in Mr. Wels 
thorpe's preſence, and ſhe would moſt likely 
have paid dear for her imprudence, if Henry, 
who had heard her with the utmoſt Pen 

Ws had 
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had not interrupted his uncle's < By G—d, 
madam, fleſh and blood can't bear this,” by 
* " "wy; Sir — 


This kind Waden only ſerved to in- 
creaſe the lady's wrath, who ſaid in a voice 
choaked with paſſion, None of your 
prayers for me, fellow, I only wiſh you would 
kill me at once, Mr. Wefthorpe, I am tired 
of the liſe I lead, a toad under a harrow has 
a better; me, who brought you a handſome 
fortune, to be now obliged to work and flave - 
 for— © | 


One word more, madam, upon this 
ſubject,“ faid the enraged huſband, © and 
80 * it as long as you live.” 


This ferious threat, and the menacing look 
which accompanied it, convinced her, no 
prayers would ſave her if ſhe preſumed to 
provoke him any further, ſo ſhe funk into 
ſüullen filenee, and returned only yes or no 

LES | to 
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to dl the ſpeeches 2 hot fos 
the two following days. 2 


Henty ſpent le of hin ding as! hows 
as the reſpett he owed hit uncle would adam 
of. The Chevaher Macharty knew how _ 
diſagrecably he was fituated, though he hack 
too much pride to complain, and would have = 
offered him a room in his apartment, cott 
he have done it with propriety, while he had 
ſo near a relation a refident 16 the towrr; as 
it was, he frequently invited him to dine and 
ſup with him, and took him an 
ever he viſited. a ; ; 


. (Hopes had ſpent, about three months at 
his uncle's, without having been allowed to | 
eat one of the few meals. he took there in 
any degree of comfort; breakfaſt, dinner, 
tea, or ſupper, were always the prelude * 4 
wrangle, if not a ſerious quarrel, | | 


1 One morning, after a moſt EPs +. 
Henry went to the Chevalier's, who could 
not help remarking his ſpirits ſeemed unuſu- 

C 6 e 


i 
* ? 


36 


| | MYSTERIOUS WIFE: | 


ally depreſſed, and by way of raiſing them, 
ſaid, I have ſome good news to impart, 
my dear Harry. A friend of mine, whom 1 


have long been expecting, will be here to- 


morrow ] he poſſeſſes great power, and never 
yet refuſed me any favour I ever aſked. of 
him; in ſhort, he is really one of the beſt 
men this country produces; and I ſhall be 


particularly happy to introduce you to his 
notice; he is - colonel of the regiment of 
R, which comes into garriſon here to- 

- morrow, you have moſt probably heard; he 
need not have accompanied it, but he makes 


it a rule to travel with his men when they 
change their quarters, and to ſee them all 
comfortably ſituated when they reach the 
place of their deſtination; it is one of his 
maxims to make every one under his com- 
mund as leu as lies 1 in ws —.— 0D Jun 


1 . 4 
S% * 


The Chevalies/ſrid a desk deal: more ik 
praiſe of this nobleman, whom Henry wiſhed 
very much to become acquainted with, but 
_ dare hope — a r 3 think 


DA, 


0 #4 
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ſuch an pe Re a6 — 2 himſelf wy 
his attention. 


The Marquis D'Orey, th then colonel of the 
regiment of R, was juft in the prime of 
life, between three and four and thirty, laſt 
male heir of one of the firſt families in 
France, and in poſſeſſion of a princely for- 
tune; to a very fine figure, he united an 
excellent heart, and ver) rong principles of 
honour, naturally fond of pleaſure, but an 
enemy to idle diſſipation; a great admirer of 
the fair ſex, and ſtood very high in their 
good graces, yet his name was not celebra- 
ted in the annals of gallantry Pans afforded ; 
the fact was, he. d1d, not aſpire to the name 
of a man a bonnes fortunes, he was brave to 
| an exceſs, and as liberal as he was humane. 


» "I 


No contempt or bitterneſs ; | | We 

: Were i in him: pride and ſharpneſs, if there were 2 | 

; ©. equal, had awaked them and his honour 

Clock to itſelf knew the true minute, when 
Exception bid him ſpeak, and at that time 
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| Histongueobey's the hand; Whg were below him, 
5 He uſed as creatures of another place, | yy 
And bow'd his eminent tops to their low ranks, 
Making them proud of his humility : 

In their poor praiſe he humbled. Sueh a man 

; Might be a copy to theſe younger times. 4 
SHAKESPEARE, 


"He had long known and refpected the 
Chevalier Macharty, who haſtened to pay his 
compliments to him as foon as he Ni 

* _ | 


; Hewas received more like a father than a 
friend by the Marquis, who with that true 
politeneſs, fo conſtantly the characteriſtic of 
generous minds, entered into ſeveral minute 
details concerning himſelf, and exacted the 
fame in return from the Chevalier; ſeemed 
intereſted in every thing that concerned him, 


and thus innocently gratified the good mans 


vanity, by raiſing his conſequence even in his 
own eyes, and encouraged him to mention in 
the warmeſt terms his young favourite. 


4641 
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] am convinced, my worthy friend,” 
faid the Marquis, you would not feel yours 
ſelf thus intereſted for an undeſerving object, 
therefore let me ſee your young countryman, 


bring un with you to dine with me to- 
morrow.” 


The Chevalier bowed aſſent, and faidg 
« You flatter me exceſſively, my noble 
friend; I am ſure you will like Henry Wes 
thorpe. | = 


The Marquis perceiving how anxious the 
Chevalier ſeemed to give him a high opinion 
of this young man, aſked him a few queſ- 
tions concerning him. | | 

Few people would be more eloquent or 
plead ſo much to the heart as the Chevalier, 
when he found himſelf intereſted in a gona | 


cauſe. 
The Marquis liſtened with the kindeſt 
attention to all the encomiums he beſtowed 
upon 
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upon his young 'proteges, and his counte- 
nance expreſſed the intereſt he took in the 
recital, while the Chevalier expatiated upon 
his "dependant and uncomfortable ſituation, 
future en. &c. 


We thee my word,” faid the Marquis, 

when he had concluded, I never felt my- 
wg ſo ſtrongly inclined to ſerve avy body I 
ſo totally unacquainted with, but IL am 
re he won't diſgrace your recommendation; 
d I will uſe my intereſt in his favour, I 
Th giye you my word and honour, if neither he 
not his friends are averſe to his entering the 


F rench ſervice.” 


The mn old man, overjoyed at having 
| ſucceeded ſo well, aſſured the Marquis, it 
was the ardent wiſh of the young man to be 

admitted into the French army, and his 

uncle would be rejoiced at the idea of his 
having ſuch a proſpect. He then expreſſed 
his gratitude in the ſtrongeſt terms, proteſt- 


ing any favour: conferred upon this young 


A. man 
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man was laying him under a double obliga- 
He then took his leave and haſtened 
is Mr. Welſthorpe's,' to impart the ſucceſs 
which had attended his ns r in 
e £077, e e a BAG 
Mr. Weſthorpe dane! din WP. os. 
and pointed out to his nephew in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms the neceſſity of cultivating the 
Marquis's favour, even hinted he ö to 
eee * b 


I in e TR 
— - Heary: el 8 e wa felt 
exceſſively hurt at the want of delicacy! his 
uncle betrayed before the Chevalier; but 
abject ſubmiſſion even to the great had not 
been a precept Mr. Parker had endeavoured 
to enforce. He was therefore determined, 
let what would be the n never to 
mi it 6) mul 5401 05 lay 9 


The Chirralies a eafily vella what 
paſſed in Henry's heart, kindly ſaid, *Oaly 
behave to the Marquis, my dear Harry, as 
2 t 4) | | you 


* ö \ 
\ 
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you have always done to me, and I will en- 
fare you his proteſtion and friendſluip. He 
thewretired, defiring Henry to breakfaſt with 


mum the nexf morning, adding with a ſmile, 


* ] ſhall be ſure then you will be in time to 
erg me to our dinner- viſit. 


Seen Ms. Welthame, 
ac varies 2 remarkable good humour, 
congratulated Henry upon his good fortune, 
while his wife, who had choſe, through ca- 
price, to remain ſilent during the Chevalier's 
vilit, now broke out into the following ex- 
clamations. * Will there never be an end 
to your abſurditics, Mr. Weſthorpe ? the 
older you grow, the more fooliſh you get; is 


Already, or are you bent upon quite turning 
his weak, brains, to fuffer that old fool of a 
Chevalier to take him to this Marquis, be- 
- cauſe you think this great man is going to 
provide for the beggar ; he will only ſerve - 
my Lord Marquis and his company for. a 
ape and when they have ren- 


dered 


MYSTERIOUS, WIr. 43 


dend hend dt for axribicg; thas N 


give him a fortune to ſet up gentleman. 
You might de aſhamed of yourſelf for giv+ 
ing him the encouragement you do, to play 


the fool, and to allow him to idle away his 
time in the manner he does. Why don't 


you put him into ſome honeſt way of getting 


| his bread, which you ought to have done 
years ago? bind him prentice for three 


years, he a'nt too old for that now, or 
elſe let him return to old Parker's, who pre- 
tends to be ſo fond of him, he 10 10 for 


neren, 1 


Me. Welſthorpe, as in N 
ſerved, was in one of his beſt humouts, or 


he would have filenced the loquacious lady 
much ſooner, but he determined to fee: how 
far ſhe dare go; his patience, however, being 


exhauſted before ſhe had half finiſhed her 


catalogue of complaiats, he now defired her, 
in a peremptory tone, to hold her fooliſh 


tongue, and not to give her advice uttaſked. 
This ſeaſonable rebuke produced a violent 


ſtood 


-_ 
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flood of tears, and the gentle matron, ſob- 
bing as if her heart would break, began to 
lament her hard fate; ſhe muſt not ſpeak at 
all ſoon, ſhe ſuppoſed, but ſhe ſaw, and had 
for ſome time, what he was driving at; he 
only wanted to break her heart, and thank 
God he would ſoon have his wiſh, ſhe ſhould 
not be able to bear up much longer under 
ſuch cruel treatment, and then he and his 
worthleſs nephew might dance over her 


grave. 
>. 
”. | ; 
4 ; 
- — * — * 8 * 


In the midſt of her ſobs and lamentations, 
Cecile, their only ſervant, entered the par- 
iour, with a baſket of proviſions ſhe had been 
purchaſing at market; having been long ac- 
cuſtomed to theſe ſorts of ſcenes, ſhe took no 
kind of notice, but approaching her miſtreſs, 
begged ſhe would inſpect what ſhe had 
bought, adding, with that freedom (the 
characteriſtic of her nation) © Let's ſee 
if the virgin has worked a miracle in my fa- 
Four this morning, and for once in my life I 


have been able to pleaſe you,” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Weſthorpe put no faith in miracles, - 

and Cecile's exordium was not calculated to 
baniſh ber ill- humour. A fine time of 
day, truly,” ſhe began, you are another of 
the torments of my life, pray God preſerve 
me from French ſervants, French cookery, 
and French manners, but I am: doomed to 
live in a country I hate, and among wretches' 
I deſpiſe, for other people's follies. 


Mr. Weſthorpe ſtarted up, and darting 
a furious look at the meek companion of his 
bed, fearful of giving way to the rage her 
laſt hint. had excited, he prudently left the 


rOOm. 


Henry was going to follow Eis example, 
but Mrs. Weſthorpe, in a ſort of penitential 
tone, thinking ſhe had gone rather too far 
this time, ſaid, © Give me my account - book, 
Henry, I can't reach that ſhelf without a 

_ chair,” t 


He 


———— Ero A A agng mayer ny me — = 
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Fe obeyed, and Cecile was defined to diſ- 


1 her purchaſes. The firſt thing ſhe took 


out of her baſket was a hare. There, I 


knew how it would be,” ſaid her mild miſ- 


treſs, I am ſure you only ſtudy how to 
provoke me, but there muſt and ſhall be an 
end to ſuch goings on; I will fend to Scot- 
land for a ſervant before I will be plagued 
and cheatcd as J am; I ordered a couple of 
rabbits as plaia as I could ſpeak, and out of 
the ſpirit of contradiction you choſe to * 4 


hate. 


Cecile knew there was but one way of 


dealing with her miſtreſs, ſhe therefore retor- 


ted in a higher tone, than her own proteſt- 


ing, ſhe had bought what ſhe ordered, and 


had paraded the market over and over in 
| fearch of a hare; but this was always the 


way, however ſhe might go to market her- 
ſelf next time, for ſhe was tired of trying to 
humour her fancies, and ſhe might ſend to 


the d—y—] for a ſervant for what ſhe cared, 
LT | for 
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for ſhe would not ſtay to be nk as ſhe 
had been. \ 


During this ſpeech Mrs. Weſthorpe flung 
the unfortunate hare into the middle of the 
room, Cecile picked it up, and ſeemed un- 
decided whether ſhe ſhould not knock it. 
about her miſtreſs's ears. 


Henry gave her an encouraging look, but 
left the room, knowing he ſhould have. ex- 
pired with laughing had a battle royal en- 
ſued, but he was diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions, for after an obſtinate wrangle, which 
was kept up with great ſpirit on both ſides, 
as neither party ſeemed inclined to give up 
to the other, they ceaſed quarrelling by mu- 
tual conſent, and thus, for à ſhort time, 
peace was once more reſtored in this happy- 
tamily. 


- 
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| 5 Thrs next day Henry breakfaſted with 


the kind Chevalier, and between one and 


_ two they proceeded to the Marquis's apart- 


ments; neither this great man nor Henry 
were diſappointed in the ideas they had form- 
ed of each other. The Marquis's affability 
and good- humour ſoon diſperſed the momen- 


tary embarraſſment Henry felt upon being 


for the firſt time in his life in company 
with a man ſo much every way his ſuperior; 
and before they ſeparated, he was as much 

$i | at 


SE 4 4+ £4 4 


. 
— 


UXSTERIOUS: rü | ' A. 83 


at his caſe in his preſence as he would. bave 
been in a 7414+4-44te, with the gay Ee: 
en 52087902 e ? e 9 
N ER] 1 24% 21 34813 
The Marquis 3 Fa paiteds . 
he. might ſee him often during his Ram 
which he did not mean ſhould exceed a 
couple of months. Heng felt himſelf 
tco much flattered by this ' kind wvltation 
not to repeat his viſits, and every \ ſyecyeding . 
one increaſed his. reſpect and attachment i x 
for the Marquis, who, on his fide ſoon dil : 
covered, if he was Henry's ſuperior in point 
of birth and. fortune, this young man had. 
much the advantage of. him in point ef 
figure and accompliſhments, and was.con- 
: viel he would do hongur to the moſtt en. 
alted enn. $571.91 5 cho 236 eb | 


| _e 24 * 211 cd | 
When Pc Marquis S ; departure drew.near, | 
he aſked Henry if he ſhould N * | 


tion to Eine him 10 Paris #1 e 
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He read in the young man's intelligess 
e how: pleaſing the prepoſal was; 
| his expreſſions convinced him how 


| gratefully he felt this freſh proof of his kind- 


neſt; but he. was forced to hint to the Mar- 
qa * not nn his own · maſter. 


The Miwquizgremiſed to-reſcindany ſcru- 
add Mr. Weſthorpe might propoſe, and 

that very day waited upon this gentleman to 
0 _— his- A in form. 


; Mr: Weſthorpe was e ee und 
Ew the Marquis a vaſt- many far-fetched 
compliments upon his condeſcenſion, bene 

volence, &c. &c. then proceeded, by way of 

à return for his-unexampled goodneſs to- 

wards his nephew (as he termed it) to inform 
him he was an orphan, and had been from 
his carlieſt infancy ;- that he was the only 

child of his only ſiſter, who had at a very 
early age ran away with a young officer, who 
had nothing but his pay to depend upon. 

In giving birth to this child ſhe loft her life, 

5 HA and 
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and her hufband, a wild profligate young 
fellow, ſoon after went abroad with his re- 
giment, and fell a martyr to his country's 


he learnt the: melancholy tidings, he looked 
upon it as his duty to take care of the child 
this unfortunate couple had left behind thein; 
he had therefore brought him up as his own, » - 
and made the moſt of the trifling ſum his 
father died worth, - which might amount: to 
near five hundred pounds by the time Henry 
became of age, as he had hitherto educated 
and cloathed him in a great meaſure at his 
own expence; that it was by his father's de- 
fire he bore the name of Weſthorpe, who 
thought (and very juſtly) it was a far more 
| re ſpectable one than his'own. 


Mr. Weſthorpe: next expatiated, with no 
ſmall demonſtrations of- ſelf-applauſe;” upon 
the excellent education he had beſtowed 
upon Henry, concluding by faying, in: this 
caſe he had acted from principle, and hav 

D deter- 


cauſe at the fiege of Quebec. As ſoon as | 5 
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2 determined the wodd ſhould ſee he had 
n * by his ſiſter's how * 


| He was allen Appeisted to find this 
ory action did not ſtrike the Marquis 
very forcibly, at leaſt he beſtowed none 
of thoſe praiſes upon his zeal and diſintereſt- 
edneis the former thought ſo much his due. 
He merely thanked Mr. Weſthorpe for this 
proof of his confidence, and promiſed to ex- 
ert his power to provide for this unfortunate 
young man, whom be truly pitie, on ſin- 
5 WY" EN. | | 


C 1 by Nene, it Fm already been ſaid, 
was an only ſon, was ſtill a bachelor, had no 
near relations, therefore thought he could 
not better diſpoſe of ſome part of his im- 
menſe property than in favour of | Henry 
Meſthorpe, whom he began to look upon in 
the light of a beloved younger brother, and 
determined to provide for accordingly.— 
As all obſtacles to his accompanying him to 
Paris were removed, the Marquis gave 


orders 


A s / 


- 
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orders for his departure, and fixed the day 
upon which he meant to **. 1 * 


Omers. ie 
Henry took leave of all his WEL and 
prepared, with no trifling degree of ſatisfac- 


tion, to attend his amiable benefactor; but 


on the evening preceding his departure, Mr. 
Weſthorpe choſe, in a i4te-a-tete conference, 
to repeat nearly what he had told the Mar- 
quis, concluded by exhorting him to culti- 
vate this great man's friendſhip, who would 
certainly exert his credit and power in his 
behalf, if they continued upon friendly 
terms, warning him not to place a too im- 
plicit faith in his promiſes, and adviſing him 
to n of the firſt thing that offered; 
"Henke liſtened 7 very atentively, f to | the 
ſtory of his parents marriage, their ſubſe- 
quent death, &c. and was very happy to 
find he was not what many people thought, 
and he had been ſometimes tempted to be- f 
 heve, himſelf, a natural ſon of Mr. Wel- 


D 3 thorpe's; 
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thorpe's but he was not ſo eaſtly fatisfied 
us the Marquis had been, he therefore ven- 
tured to aſk what his father's name was, and 
if he bad no relations living on his fide. 


None“ was the anſwer, «at leaft that will 
ever take any notice of you, ſo to prevent 
your being imprudent enough to ſet up a 
tain you could never eſtabliſh, or to apply 
10 people, would only inſult you and your 
mother's memory. 1 don't chuſe, at leaſt 

Jor the preſent, to anfwer your queſtion ; 
"the name you have hitherto born will never 
be a difgrace to you, it is one of the moſt 
reſpetitable in the county of Lincoln. 


This evaſrve anſwer only increaſed Henry's 
curioſity. What claim was his uncle averſe 
to his enforcing? why this unneceffary myſ- 
tery reſpecting his family name? However, 
patience was now, as it formerly had been, 


huis only remedy, there might come a time, 


he thought, when he could requeſt a ſolution 
of this riddle, with rather more authority 


MYSTERIOUS WIVE. v3 
and likelihood ef ſurccoſs ; be . therefore det 


tlie ſubject drop for the prifent;, * 
next day ſet out for Paris. 


He had a . 
Lenden as he drove tlirough it in the duſæ 
af the evening, and was too fatigued tb 
think of walking about when he reached the 
inn the coach put up at, particularly as ht 


ameant to proceed to Dover the nent mon. - 


ang, and having never reſided in n latgor 


town than St. Omers, he was 'excefhvely 
ſtruck by the mme 


played ann of France. 


The Marquiz's hotel teas is the” Rub 
Neuve St. Auguſtin, and opened backwards 


mto:a large garden, which terminated ih an 
won railimg, overlooked what was termed 


wonder and amaze to what an excels art, 


mature, and luxury had combined to em- 


belliſh this zruly delightful abode, and wen- 
dered ew the Marquis could-exwt in the 


D 4 apart 


the Beau Boulevards. Henry wiewed wit 
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aurdajents he occupied at St Omers. "Paris 
feemed almoſt a new world to him, and the 


natural vivacity of his diſpoſition, which had 
long lain dormant, now reſumed its full 


empire to the great joy of the Marquis, whoſe 
chief pleaſure conſiſted in trying to make all 
_ thoſe:around him happy, and by way of re- 
mdbing every remaining cloud from Henry's 
brow; und every ſerious reflection upon the 
future from his mind, he exerted himſelf fo 
ſucceſsfully in his favour, that within a 
month after their arrival in Paris, he told 
Aim during breakfaſt, that wilhing to ſee 
him at leaſt in the road to preferment, he 
had procured him a lieutenant's commiſſion 


An A Swiſs een 3 T 


8 
zbrwdoed on 


un It may cafily 1 * pe with what Joy 


Henry received this news, but the Marquis 


viould not allow him to expreſs half what he 
leit proteſting, if he laid under any obliga- 
tion, it was to Baron Falkenheim, now his 
Colonel, to whom he was introduced by his 
_ friend that very * and was received 

n h by 
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by. the * with the utmeſt cordiality and 
good: — V 


The Baron, who. was 1 fifty and 
n bore a very ſtrong reſemblance in 


many reſpects to the Chevalier Macharty, 


but poſſeſſed infinitely more wit and hu- 


mour, blended with-that blunt fl ankneſs his re 


nation are renowned for; he had-long been 
intimate with the Marquis D'Orcy, and was 
particularly: happy he had it in his power in 
this inſtance to e a man he ſincerely 
eſtenmed. | WE >: 9 2:1 


2 3 


He invited: BEER, cd he ſoon grew 5 


very fond of, to viſit him without any cere- 
mony, and deſired him to remember he Was 
bis friend, before. he reflected he Was bis 
e. 14 „ raeit-ee hat 4 heed 


By theſe means 1 was very ſoon ini- 

tiated into all the gaieties the capital af- 
forded, and truly enjoyed the ſcenes he every 
day witneſſed, and of which he conſtantiy 
| partook ; he thus acquired almoſt inſenſibly 
| D 5 all 


much ſo, to give into all the reigning foibles 
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all that was wanting to render him the per- 
fect fine gentleman, 


The Marquis D'Orey was infinitely too 


faſhion authoriſes, he laughed with Baron 
Falkenheim at the multitude of petitmaitres,* 
- who ſtrove to beceme celebrated by forme 
midicule attached to the faſhion of the mo- 
ment, and ftrenuoufly adviſed his docile 
pupit to avoid any ſuch follies ; but as 
Henry had adopted his generous patron for 
his model, the Marquis's cautions on this 
fore w were needleſs. 


He hat imparted his preſent and future 
proſpects to Mr. Parker and Frederick 
Aſtley; the former congratulated bim very 
ſincerely, but acknowledged he was ſelfifh 


„This word cannot be (expreſſed by the Engliſh fop or 
coxcomb; the Pariſian perit maitre is far ſuperior to cither 
of theſe appeliations, he is an elegant man of faſhion, ſubjected 
to a few ridicules, have obtained him this Nom de guerre, or 
nick game, 2 * | * N 


enough 


enough to withhe had retyrned to aſſiſt him 
in his labours at Biſhop-Auckland, as he ws 
afraid he muſt now give up all thoughts of 
ever ſceing him again, ſinee his ſituation in 
the French army would render it highly im- 
probable he ſnhould ever agu quit! that 
country. en zit! 0 b 


intelligence gave him in his uſual gay man. 
ner, and concluded by ſay ing; he was very 
glad his religion precluded him from enter- 
ing the Britiſh army, as he ſhould not have 
enjoyed meeting Henry as an enemy, but 
ſhould always fincerely rejoice to hear of his 
welfare. 16 


Henry did not like the train of refle&ions: 
Mr. Parker's kind regret occaſioned, there · 
fore ſhook them off as faſt as he could, and 
repeated to himſelf a maxim of Baron Falken- 
heim's, who always maintained, if a man. did 
but do his duty, it was of little conſequence 
under what colours he fought, ſo he was but 
TAR D 6 —_ 
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trad & to the cauſe he was vil be in, and 
conchuded by determining to pay the worthy 


couple at Biſhop-A ckland a viſit as 8 as 
8 e | 


Mx. Weſthorpe; whom he had alſo ap- 
The of his promotion, wrote a letter of 
thanks to the Marquis, and one expreſſive of 
his joy to Henry, in which he incloſed a bill 
upon Paris for a hundred pounds to on him 


oat 1 


As the DOE, red the Minds 
told Henry he meant to take a ſhort tour 
with him previous to his going to Straſburgh, 
where the regiment of Falkenheim. then 
Was, as it would be neceſſary he ſhould ſpend 
at leaſt a few months with his · brother 
officers. | 


943 


- 


Though. Henry. was ; hurt ; at the idea of a 
Conan from the Marquis, {till as he could 
neither hope nor expect to * his life with 


62 


In a national regiment, xs the inferior French. 
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Nita, he immediately agreed to his propoſal, 
therefore, in the middle of April, the Marquis 


and him left Paris; and after a very agree- 


able journey, and having viſited every town 
of any note in that quarter of France, they 
arrived at Straſburgh ; and Henry, now 


equipped en militaire, was the next morning 
preſented by his amiable friend to all the 
officers of his regiment ;; one only excepted, 

who was a North-Briton, they were all Swiſs, 
and received their ne -comrade with the 
greateſt politeneſs, particularly Captain. 
Beattie, his countryman ; and Henry was. 
exceſſively pleaſed to find himſelf not the 


only Engliſhman in the corps, and in te 


than a month he was qurte at home among 
his new companions, and ſoon found he was. 
finitely better off than he would have been 


officers are generally low-bred, ifliterate 
coxcombs ; the younger {ons of the provin- 
cial nobility, who depend chiefly upon their 


Pay for a ſicelihood, and their fword (which 


1 ” 
* 
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they draw upon the 0 trivial ee 
for reſpect. | 


The W Saclig Levy 2 

well reconciled to his new ſituation, return- - 
ed to Paris, after having agreed the latter 
| ſhould join him at St. Omers towards the I 
end of June, but this point was to be more 

fully debated by letters, as Baron Falken- 

heim had left the Marquis the abſolute diſ- 

poſal of Henry's time ie the 8 

peace, well underſtood. | 


The two exifuilis montls Gon Apped 
away, amidſt the gay ſociety and various 
amuſements this populous city afforded ; at 
the end of which time Henry received a 
letter from the Marquis, appointing the'time 
of their meeting at St. Omers; it alſo in- 
formed him of his amiable friend's inten- 
tion to viſit Spa during the Summer. 


Henry enjoyed the idea of ſecing a place 
he © had beard ſo much of, and foreſaw great 


f amuſement 


* 


* 
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N from the mixture of company, 
and even nations reſorted for health and 


pPleaſure, or by way of lounging away their 
time to Patek of theſe: nete waters. 


: . ſoon Gxed the hs for his „ 
and he would really have taken leave of ſome 
of his new friends with regret, if he had not 
been Soing to meet the NN, D' D 


He drove to an inn on his arrival at St. 

” Omers, and knowing he had taken an ad- 

yance of a couple of days upon his friend; he 

= determined to viſit all his old friends and 

acquaintance in the erm, and began with 
aud 5 ms acolucod adit eins on 

; Mr. Wellen pe 5 Fg was ry 

| 3 1 to. ſce him, paid him ſome very juſt 

compliments upon bis looks, and declared 

Ik became him exceſſively. th 


/ Mrs. w eſthorpe did not move from her 


a, Se eyed Henry during her huſ- 
| 54118 | band's 


— 
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band's ſpeech with marks of evident diſdain 
and ill- humour; and when he ceaſed ſpeak - 
ing, ſaid, with a malicious bitter ſmile, 
might be more properly denominated a grin, 
So ] preſume you are come in ſearch of a - 
lodging, Harry, and I ſuppoſe! the garret 
will hardly be good enough for you; * how=- * 
ever, you have Hobſon's choice, recollect ; 
1 am ſure: thoſe that look at you will join 
with me in ſaying, it is better to # he born 
fortunate than rich.“ - 
« How can you give way to this vile tem- 
per of your's ſo eternally ?” ſaid her huſband, 
with a look. that ſeemed to ſay L won't bg 
angry if I can poſſibly avoid it. 
My vile temper! Mr. Weſthorpe, you 
mean your own, and I am ſure you might be 
aſhamed of yourſelf to lee that feliow drefled 
as he is, while your own ſons are as ſhabby as 
if they belonged to a pariſh ;-fince you had 
ſuch great friends, why did not you try to 
provide for your own family in the room of: - 
other people's impudent proud brats, but L 
believe you hate my children IND WE 


Lam their mother. n 1121977 Tie Jon 
a | | — 
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Sure ſome malicious demon, enemyetonny 
repoie, led me to make you my wife, ſaid 
the enraged hufband.; noi one will be allow- 
ed to enter my doors ſoon without being in- 
fulted. Come along, Henry, you fhall cup 
with me at the inn you drove to 0n,youriar- 
rival.“ 
* Maff el my Tear uncle. but 4 
acaiſt firſt pay amy reſpects to-Chevalier Ma- 
tharty, he would certainly have great reaſon 
to be offended, we I to defer” waiting upon 
vim till morning. 
True, ſaid Mr. Woſthorpe, I will 
__ llow you thither 1n-afew:minutes.” 


| + Henry therefore took his leave, hoping 
1 his aunt would have ſome reaſon to nremem- 
bor his return to St. 'Omers. 


| The Chevalier was truly delighted to fre 
china: yaung friend, his kind reception 
want af:facling. When the good man heard 
how he was engaged, he proteſted he woutd 
not 8 with him, {0 en for Mr. Wel 
"_ 
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thorpe to join them, and engaged Henry to 
a fete- d- tete dinner the next day. As this 
was mentioned during ſupper, Mr. Weſ⸗ 
thorpe requeſted they would both ſpend the 
evening with ov to which 1 con- 
ſented. | 


Mrs. Weſthorpe's ill humour BAY mean 
ſpite now merely ſerved to divert Henry; he 
did not trouble her for her garret, but ſlapt 
very comfortably at the Hotel de Dunkerque, 
Tent à very agreeable day with his old 
friend, and in viſiting the Engliſh —_ 
D ee 4 472 0 


In the. evening they adjourned to Mr. | 
Meſthorpe's, where they were diverted by a 

freſh ſpecimen. of Mrs. Weſthorpe's caprici- 
ous humour. At the upper end of the 
room they were ſhewn into, ſtood two arm 
chairs, and near the door, upon a joint tool, 
formerly allotted to Henry, fat the miſtreſs 
of the houſe; her children were all gone 
upon a viſit to Dunkirk. . She roſe when 
the Chevalier and Henry entered, and with 
| a moſt 


— • 
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a moſt profound curteſy, and a very gracious 
- ſmile, entreated them to take poſſeſſion of 
the arm chairs already mentioned, ſaying, in 
. a. moſt agreeable. tone, © Mr. Weſthorpe 
. hould not have it to ſay i in future ſhe did 


not pay a proper reſpect to his gueſts, let 


bob 


them be 8288 or 1 8 854 
be: 3 not refrain * \ ſwiliag at 
this ridiculous woman's abſurdities; the 


Chevalier gave him a look, which ſaid, 
„What does all this mean?“ but Mr. 
MWeſthorpe unwilling to make him a ſpecta- 


tor of their domeſtic feuds, affected to laugh, 
and deſired his wife not to be fo ys the 


Chevalier would think her! in earneſt. 


nu * 


This "Ye was 1 mould be the 
3 ſo ſaid, in a moſt agreeable tone, O 


Pray laugh, Mr. Weſthorpe, I am glad 1 am 
fort unate enough to divert you, but perhaps 
vou would like to have the room to your- 


ſelves, that you might turn my obedience to 
- your orders into ridicule; pray let me know 
i Jam in the way, can retire into the 

| kitchen, 
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kitchen, which you often tell me is the n 
Place for me. B Hal batvſt non ff 0 


The Chevalier ſeeing with what difficulty 
Henry kept his countenance, - turned with 
him to the window, while Mr. Weſthorpe 
civing his wife a look ſhe perfectly under- 
ſtood, took a turn acroſs the room. 


It is eaſy to be Gn what ſort of an 
evening the Chevalier and Henry ſpent with 
this happy couple; however, they had a very 
hearty laugh, when they retired, at the paſt 
ſcene, and a few ſimilar ones Henry amuſed 
the Chevalier with, to convince him no par- 
Ss ticular inſult was intended him, and that 

theſe fits were habitual. | | 


On the FO Dna day the ae Aceh 
and having altered his firſt intention of 
ſpending a month with his regiment be- 
fore, he proceeded to Spa; upon reflecting, 
that by that means they ſhould mils the full 
leaſon, he determined to ſpend ſix weeks at 
St. Omers on his return, and immediately 

ſet 
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ſet out for Lifte' with: his younger brother, 
as he now ſtyled Henry, whom he was very 


happy to meet, and to find i in Wea excellent 
health and — 


CHAP. vn. 
| o Mtn 


| Ox their arrival at Spa, they took up their 
abode at the Hotel de * * ®, and ſoon joined 
in the pleaſures the place afforded. 


The Marquis was a very early riſer; and 
by way of enjoying the morning air, they 
uſually rode to the fountain without the 
town to take their draught, willing to reap 
ſome n. as well r from their 
exeur- 
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excurſion, theugh no r enjoy 45 
a better ſtate of health. Fol 


One morning after they had . near a 
week. reſidents in the Duchy of Liege, hav- 
ing roſe ſooner than uſual, their horſes were 
not ready. when they came down ſtairs, ſo 
the Marquis, by way of variety, propoſod 
walking to the Fquntain, as the morning was 
cool and fine. This propoſal was readily 
acceded to by, Henry; they therefore left 
their hotel on foot, and were within a few 
hundred yards of the place of their deſtina- 
tion, when they perceived three ladies ad- 
rancing towards them, who often looked 
behind them, as if in ſome degree of anxious 
expectation for ſomething or ſome body, and 
in a few ſeconds a carriage came haſtening 
with all ſpeed after them, as if it had been 
out of the way when wanted, which proved 
literally to have been the caſe. 


ce Theſe dies have got the ſtart of ur,” 

laid the Marquis. 
I dont remember ever having ſeen this 
party before,” ſaid Henry, 
by | They 
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They were now within a few paces of tlie 
female trio ; Upon my ſoul, (he continued) 


The Marquis, who could not help ſmiling 
At Henry's warmth, prevented him from 
fkliiſhing his phraſe; but as they were now 
- © Uofe to the ladies, they both had an oppor- 
ttunity of taking a very minute furyey of 
them "The one in the middle, whom 
Henry had been ſtruck with, now afforded 
him a full view of as fine a ſet of features as 
ever graced a female face; ſhe was leaning 
| upon an arm of each of her companions, and 
5 appeared to be in very high ſpirits; ſhe was 
_ elegantly dreſſed, for a morning, in a fort of 
flight mourning, did not ſeem more than 
one or two and twenty, was rather tall, but 
poſſeſſed ſufficient” embonpoint to prevent ber 
looking awkward. Her blooming com- 
plexion convinced the Marquis and Henry 
ſhe had not come to Spa in ſearch of Hygeia's 
pbleſſings; a pair of bright blue eyes expreſſed 
very ſtrongly the natural viyacity of her diſ- 
3ͤ»ÄÜ RS GER poſition, 
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poſition, though they beamed with wmldneſs 
and ſenſibility ſo much, that the Margtfis 
could not help exclaiming, '* What "an 
amiable diſpoſition does that lovely deute | 
nance— 8 


At that moment the two parties paſt each 
other, the carriage was fo near, that each 
turned out of the road, and remained withe 
in five or ſix paces of each other while the 
coach drew * 


One elderly man ſervant AGE: from 
behind to open the door. All Henry's 
faculties were abſorbed in the admiration he 
felt for this unknown fair, The Marquis 
rouſed him from his reverie by giving lim a 
pat upon the ſhoulder, and a look as much 
as to ſay, Why don't you mike an'efferet 
your hand?“ Henry inſtantly ſprung for- 
ward, but was too late; however, t the at- 
tempt was rewarded by a very gracious 
mile; he bowed his thanks, and returned, 
rather mortified at the reflection of His vwh 

vol. I, E want 
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Sant of gallantry, to his: companion, who 
laughed very heartily at his ſerious looks, and 
then ſaid in a' gay tone, I am aſtoniſhed 
it was neceſſary to remind you of your duty, 
Harry; 'honneur aux _ you know, is a 
French ſoldier's motto.” | 
I hardly knew what I was thinking of, 
(aid Henry) beſides, I really thought your 
Lordſhip' would have ſtepped forward on 
uch an occaſion.” 
The Marquis gave Henry a look, laying, 
There was ne very expreſſive i in 
that pair of blue eyes.“ 
Don't you think her very e my 
_ dear friend ?” 
3 Undoubtedly; ; and if I may judge by 


Four looks you were of a ſimilar opinion,” 


Why poſitively, this 1s the firſt lady 
ever gave me a true idea of female beauty. 
J wonder what country claims the honour 
of her birth ?” 

= « ] will undertake to and that out for 
2 faid the Marquis, as they walked 
3 the fountain. „ 
"ROE gy” This 
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This unknown lady. ſerved them for con- 
verſation, and the Marquis made a few 1 in- 
quiries concerning her, but no one was able 
to ſatisfy his curioſity, and there was no arms 
. upon the carriage, which might have ena- 
bled him at leaſt to gueſs in what part of 
Europe ſhe reſided, nor did the ſervant wear 
any livery. This only ſerved to heighten 
his anxiety, and he determined they would 
be at the fountain in time the next morning, 
gave his orders accordingly over night ; but 
notwithſtanding their diligence, no fair in- 
cognita was viſible upon their arrival; both 
ſeemed diſappointed, and the Marquis ſaid, 
in a half laugh, he preſumed the lady wiſhed 
to puniſh them for their curioſity. 


1 She mo likely does not viſit the foun- 
tain regularly,” ſaid ne 


This was a queſtion the Marquis had not 
thought of aſking ; ; he was Juſt going to re- 5 
pair this neglect, as he termed it, when they 

| E 2 © 8p 


: 


55 sT ERTous WIFE, 

perceived the carriage ſhe had got into oft 
the preceding morning, but ſtill at ſome diſ 
tance. « Here ſhe. comes,” ſaid the Mar- 
quis, and I will be at the bottom of her 
hiſtory before we part, or acknowledge my- 
ſelf a novice in the art of flattering her 
fex. 77 


They W the ſpot where car- 
riages uſually ſtop, taking care to be rather 
- out of fight, wiſhin ; to appear mere acci- 

dent had brought them to that place ; and 
the Marquis, with an air of ſurpriſe he could 
aſſume when required, ſtepped forward and 
offered his hand to the fair lady, who looked, 
if poſſible improved in point of beauty ſince 
they laſt ſaw her, Henry thought; while the 
Marquis attributed her being beyond her 
time to the additional pains ſhe had taken at 
her toilette. A Frenchman is ſeldom at a 
Joſs for converſation, and never for an intro- 


duction to a handſome woman. 


The 
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The lady accepted the proffered hand with 

the utmoſt politeneſs, and courteſied her 
thanks for this mark of attention as, ſoon : 

as ſhe was upon the ground, then paid the 
ſame compliment to Henry, who remained 
rather in the back-ground. . „ 


« You are a. very early riſer fair lady,” 
ſaid the Marquis. | 
_« Generally in the ſummer ſeaſon” was. 
her . | „ þ 


The Marquis had addrefled her in French, 
and was anſwered in the ſame language. 


« Ltbink 1 have the banous of eddreog | 
a country woman,” ſaid the Marquis. | 

*] can't deny the charge, Sir,” was the 
anſwer. 

« By that ſpeech, 1 fhould prefirany 
Ma'm, you are not partial to vo own 
country, though it ſtands unrivalled— 

For its wines, interrupted the lady, 
with a half ſmile, © and the frivolity of its 


natives. 
* E 3 | « And 


ROT ak 
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« A pray add, for the beauty and wit 


of its women,” faid the Marquis, in the 
ſame tone. 


. You are determined to convince me 


you are a Frenchman, Sir,” ſaid the lady, 


taking a glance at Henry while ſhe ſpoke. 
There are certainly many pretty women in 
France, but very few regular beauties. Eng- 
land is far ſuperior to us in that reſpect ; 
that Ifland can boaſt of having given birth 
to many handſome women, an appellation 


I don't allow the French; and as for wit, 
| there is a ſort of faſhionable jargon. forms 
at's general ſubſtitute at Paris; had you ſaid 


we. were in general gay, thoughtleſs, and vo- 
latile, you would have paid more regard to 
truth.” 

] find I muſt not attempt to flatter a 
lady of your ſuperior pong,” ſaid 


the Marquis. 


„ Oh! better and better,“ ſaid ſhe, 
laughing, but before this ſtrong doſe of 


adulation quite turns my weak brains, allow 
me to advance and take my morning's 


draught, 
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draught, I preſume you have already taken 


your's. 

« We have, Ma'm,” faid the Marquis, 
« but pray allow us to accompany you to 
the fountain, fince fortune has declared her- WF 
ſelf ſo ſtrongly in our favour.” 

« 'That young gentleman 1s your brother, 
I preſume,” faid ſhe, turning towards Hwy; ; 
who had hitherto remained filent. 

« Only a particular friend, Ma'm, but to 
whom I am as much attached as if he ſtood. 
in the relationſhip you ſuppoſed, and per- 
haps you may not deem him unworthy your 
notice, when I inform you he is an Engliſh- 
man. »”, 

« When I mentioned my fappodiiig Sir,” 
faid the fair unknown, I did not ſpeak my 
real thoughts, for I gueſſed your young 
friend was not a Frenchman, he” ſeems ſo 
totally free from that redundancy of ſelf- 
tufficiency, which uſually diſtinguiſh our 
countrymen of his age. You perceive, I 
don't include you, Sir, in ray is a6 
{miling upon the Marquis, 

E 4 « And 
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And if you bad, fair lady, 1 muſt have 
forgiven every thing which fell from fo beau- 
tiful a mouth; but I dare fay I ſhall add to 
| the: good opinion you ſeem to have formed 
of my companion, when I inform you 1 is 

in the French ſervice.” 
Oh! 1 ſhall EW to think him a 
Phœnix ; but diffidence may be carried to 
far, you know, giving Henry a ſecond 
look, and her eyes expreſſed a wiſh he would 
__ in the conxerſation. 95 RN 


Thus invited, he did very readily they 
chatted. about _ ts ehvirons, diver- 


v. nated in mince ence whe 
the was, and what had brought her there : 
Fer carriage was in waiting at this time, 
when the talked of taking her leavo. 


; «Before we part, Mata,” faid the Mar- 
quis, I hope you will inform us where we 
may pay our reſpects to you at Spa?” 


| 4 
«] 
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„I inhabit a {mall houſe in the environs, 
Sir, but I receive no company, and our ac- 
quaintance is of too-ſhort a date to induce 


me to make an exception in your favour, 


Should chance ever throw us again in each 
other's way, as it has done this morning, 1 
ſhall be happy to ſee you; but for the pre- 

ſent, gentlemen, I muſt bid you adieu. 


We have certainly no claim upon your = 


favour, Ma'm,“ ſaid the Marquis, nor 
can we expect you will break through your 
eſtabliſhed rule upon our account, at leaſt, 

as you obſerve, till you know rather better 
how you like us. We have therefore only 
to implore the protection of the fickle god- 
deſs, and to hope ſhe will ſometimes afford 
us an . you our com- 
pliments.“ . 

« As. they were now cloſe to the carriage; 
the Marquis handed her in, her two female 
attendants followed, the ſame old. ſervant 
mounted behind, and away they drove. The 
va friends remained upon the ſyot for ſome 


24 time, 


f 
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time, while their ne followed the car- 

l Wel, til now, ſaid the Marquis, I 
never put much faith in a woman's diſcre- 
tion, and would. have ſtaked my life I could 
have induced the moſt reſerved of the ſex to 
unboſom themſelves in half an hour's ee- d- 
tete, but this time I have been quite foiled 
in the attempt. I almoſt begin to fancy 
our heroine is an Engliſhwoman; a French 
lady would never have refiſted the opportu- 


nities J gave her to talk of herſelf.” 


I really begin to think ſhe will baffle 
your utmoſt ſkill, Marquis, ſhe chuſes to 
remain incognita, ſaid Henry. 
Oh! I have hardly had a fair trial 70 
Harry; I muſt fatham her reaſons for lead- 
ing this recluſe life; I have formed conjec- 
tures I am very impatient to have either con- 
firmed or refuted. Wa 2463 
« If I am not impertinent, what are 925 
real thoughts of this lady? 
„ Why I begin to ſuſpect ſhe is ſome 
great man's miſtreſs, who wiſhes to be 
DW : thought 
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thought a ſecond Ninon de L' Eucios; for a 
woman of her gay diſpoſition muſt have 
ſome very powerful motives to induce her 
to ſeclude herſelf from ſociety in ſo public a 
place, and as I don't look upon it to be the 
effect of choice, I think it muſt be occa- 
ſioned by the jealouſy of ſome antiquated 
lover, who is conſcious he is amn of 
her affection.“ 

« Now may not ſhe live thus retired in 
compliance to a huſband's will, who may be 
as old and jealous as you ſuppoſe ber lover 
to be? but really, my dear friend, I don't 
think you judge this unknown * with 
your accuſtomed charity.” 

« I commend you very much for condi. 
forth her champion, Henry, fince ſhe cer- 
tainly diſcovered no _ . in 
your favour. - , 

« Your raillery, dads ſhall not kde 


me abandon the cauſe of the abſent, ſhe may © 


be a widow ; ſhe is in mourning, and that 
may in ſome meaſure account for her way 
of living, 


Es © « Be 
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ze that as it may, Harry, it is decency, 

not grief, induces her to ſubmit to the 

eſtabliſhed rules upon ſueh occaſions; how- 
ever, I dare ſay we ſhall meet her again, her 

E are naturally curious; and depend upon 

it, the is as anxious to know a little more 
about us as we can be to be better acquainted 

with her: But F really think, if you are 
willing to undertake the taſk, you may ſoon 
be at the bottom» of this myſtery; you have 
only to come alone a few times; I can be 

M, or twenty things, and 1 ſhall have a very 

back opinion of your eloquence if you don't 

- faeceed ; but F would have you ſteel your 

heart againſt her charms, for it would be 
very filly to entangle yourſelf in the net you 
are ſpreading for others. 

Thon to avoid all poſſibility of danger, 
my Lord, Iwill not make the attempt.“ 
What! afraid of truſting yourſelf alone 

with a pretty woman, Henry ! Oh for ſhame | 

y I ſhall begin te think thoſe ſparkling 
Vue eyes have made a breach in the citadel 

of * heart ä 3 nay, don't look 


8. 6 . ſerious, 


3 
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ſerious, why I had been in love more than 
twenty times before I was your age. 


And ſingle yet, my Lord. Oh! you 
were never feriouſly attached to any woman.“ 


Not for more than a month, Harry; 


and as for marriage, that never entered my 


head ſeriouſly yet; nay, I really believe 


theſe amourettes rather increafed the repug- 
_ nance I have always felt to enter the holy 
pale. However, I muſt fay, none of my 
divinities equalled your incognita. 
_ « Nay, why call her mine, Marquis“ 4 
« Well, then, ſhe ſhall be mine ; but re- 
member, if become your rival, it will be your 
own fault, though I on I ſhall not have fo - 
high an opinion of the fair lady's judgment 
as I have at preſent if ſhe gives me the pre- 
ference. However, upon reflection, I don't 
know what may happen, ladies are ſtrange, 
capricious mortals ;, and if you are unkind, 
I can't pretend to ſay what the ſpirit of con- 
tradition may produce in my fayour, there- 
fore, are you abſolutely inclined to reſign all 
your pretenſions to her notice?“ 6 
| « Moſt 


—— 
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22 Moſt willingly, Marquis,” ſaid Henry, 
laughing while he ſpoke ; and more than 
that, I wiſh you ſucceſs in your undertaking.” 

From your heart, Henry; come 1 
won't inquire too minutely into my title; 
you know the old French ſong.— 


| 1 Ceux qui veulent voir, et trop ſavoir 
2 4 Trouvent ſouvent plus qu'il ne penſe. 


| And that. may be my caſe ; {o let us be 
going, it grows late.“ 


They now mounted their horſes, and re- 
turned to town. As ſoon as they had 
breakfaſted, they fallied fortu in ſearch of 
amuſement : the Marquis made ſeveral in- 
| quiries: about the company inhabiting the en- 
virons, mentioning particularly a young 
lady in ſecond mourning, whom he preſumed 
inhabited ſome of the houſes without the 
town, but gained no intelligence concerning 
the incognita; it is true he took care not 

IE to 
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to deſcribe her with the warmth her beauty 


deſerved, fearful he ſhould draw a crowd the 
next morning to the fountain ſhe frequented: 


« Well, 'tis very ſtrange, Harry,” ſaid 
he, when they reached home, no one 
ſhould be able to inform us who this fair 
ſtranger is, or where ſhe comes from; ſhe 
certainly did not drop from the ſkies.” 

Thus the Marquis keps on ie while 
Henry merely aſſented or diſſented to what 
he ſaid by monoſyllables. This young man 
began to feel a ſtrange anxiety concerning 
this ſaid ſtranger, which he placed totally 
to the ſcore of curioſity; it could not be 
love for a woman he had hardly ſeen, and 
with whom he was ſo little acquainted. But 
the Marquis, who read what paſſed in his heart 
better than he did himſelf, grew rather un- 
eaſy at the abſence of mind Henry diſplayed 
during the day; he had certainly, like his 
young friend, been ſtruck with the ſtranger's 
beauty; ſtill, the only ſentiment he felt in 

| | her 
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her favour was admiration, while: Henry's 
amounted to almoſt adoration. Such is 
the difference between the feelings of a man 
of the world of four and thirty, and thoſe of 
an ardent youth not yet one and twenty. 
Still Henry was unconſcious of his danger, 
and retired! to reſt with a heart as free as ever, 
be: ſuppoſed ; for who would think of be- 
coming attached to a kept. miſtreſs, an idea 
the Marquis had tried to enforce during the 


evening. R 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Tury took their accuſtomed ride next 
morning, and again met the ſtranger, who 
ſeemed as if ſhe had waited far their arrival; 
this induced the Marquis to treat her with 


more freedom than he had done the dag 


before. She evidently paid the moſt atten- 
tion to Henry, endeavoured to draw him 
into converſation reipecting his country and 
bis family. The Marquis in return aſked 
her how long ſhe had been at Spa, whether 
ſhe meant to make any long ſtay, &c. but 
cauld not obtain a ſatisfactory anlwer to any 


of | 


* 


* 
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of his numerous queſtions, and in a very 


_ ſhort time ſhe ſaid ſhe muſt wiſh them good 
. 


: - The Marquis now hot he muſt fee 
ber at leaſt to her own door, declared he 


could not forgive himſelf for not having done 


it the day before, he muſt rely upon her 
generoſity for his future admiſſion. The 
lady interrupted him very ſeriouſly, and put 
- fo decided a negative upon his propoſal, he 
Inſtantly gave up the intention he had form- 
ed, ſaying, in a gay tone, I made the pro- 
poſal you fo ſeriouſly difapprove, fair lady, 
more upon my young friend's account than 
my own, becaufe I am convinced the mere 
glimpſe of the houſe you inhabit would be 
a great relief to his mind.” 


The ſtranger affected to laugh, though 
this ſpeech evidently heightened her colour, 
and threw her into fome degree of confuſion, 
zs ſhe could not help remarking the effect it 
produced upon Henry. However, ſhe took 

| her 


threatened diſpleaſure to N his keep- 
ing the reſolution he had formed, — 


But, upon en he very AY diſcovered 
the place of her abode, though the reſult of 
all his queſtions, after he had gained this 


point, by no means tended to elucidate the _ 


myſtery he was ſo anxious to fathom, as he 
merely learnt that ſhe was a- French lady, 
which he already knew, with this addition, 
that ſhe never went into public, nor received 
any company at home, and it was ſuſpected 
the name ſhe bore was fickitious. 


7 begin to think,“ ſaid the Marquis, 


when he he had communicated this intelli- 


gence to Henry, that this fair lady merely 


wiſhes to excite curioſity, therefore, by way 


of puniſhing her for ſo ſilly an attempt, ſup- 
poſe we give up our morning's ride, and 
drink the water's in future within the 
town.“ 
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her teave as uſual, and the Marquis again 
blamed himſelf for having allowed her 


„Would 


— 
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% Would not that have the appearance of 
pique, Marquis?“ ſaid Henry; and after 
all, what right have we to expect ſhe would 

ſatisfy our curioſity, allowing her to have 

made herſelf for the preſent its object?? 
very true, Harry; and if ſhe is what I 
ſtill ſtrongly ſuſpect, ſhe is not worth half the 

trouble and anxiety ſhe has occaſioned us; 
however, till my ſuſpicions are verified, and 
that may never happen, ſhe is entitled ta 

our politeneſs in common with the reſt of 
her ſex.” 


Having thus decided „they continued their 
uſual morning's excurſion ; the handſome 
incognita was equally punctual on her fide 
to theſe kind of tacit appointments. The 
walks they took together became inſenſibly 
longer, and their converſations more ani- 
mated. The Marquis's admiration. and 
Henry's attachment thus gained ground 
daily, and the former obſerved, with ſome 
. degree of chagrin, that his young friend's 
love met with a due return, though neither 
150 party 
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party ſeemed to be aware of their ſentiments, 
but when they met, their eyes expreſſed 

their mutual joy, and denoted a fimilar de- 
gree of regret when they parted. Thus 
three weeks ſoon Elapſed ; the Marquis en- 
gaged his young friend to join in all the 
pleafures Spa afforded, wilhing to efface, du- 


ring the courſe of the day, the impreſſion 


their morning's ride and rencontre left upon 
his mind. 


But the moment Henry was alone, all his 
thovghts reverted to this unknown fair one; 
he found himſelf unhappy without being 
able to aſſign a reaſon for his uneaſineſs, and 
he grew peeviſh and fretful without being 
aware of the change in his diſpoſition. Still 
he would often examine the ſtate of his heart, 
was he really in love? was a queſtion he 
now aſked himſelf ſometimes very ſerioully. - 
What, with a kept- -miſtreſs, dr at . beſt a 
woman of doubtful teputation ! his ſoul re- 
volted at the very idea. Then his refle&ions 
took the contrary turn; if, as it was now 

| whiſpered 
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' whiſpered about, ſhe was a woman of fortune 
and family, then what were his expectations, 
deſtitute as he was of both. He began to 

- wiſh the Marquis would think of ſetting off, 

but he could not make the propoſal, his 
noble friend would gueſs his real motive, 
and laugh (as well he might) either at his 
folly or his preſumption; no, he determined 
to conquer the feelings of his wayward heart, 
and no longer to allow his paſſions to get 

- the, better of his reaſon. Having formed 
this reſolution, he met the unknown belle 
with rather more reſerve the next morning, 
and tried in vain to diſcover ſome fault 
either in her face, figure, or mind; ſince he 
had not ſucceeded in this point, he reſolved 
to baniſh her from his thoughts entirely. 
Glory ought to be the only pathon a ſoldier 


ſhould feel. 


5 On their return home, the Marquis (who 
had gueſſed the conflict reaſon and love 


occaſioned in Henry's boſom) ſent for the 
£ | groom 
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groom who always attended him, and upon 
his appearance thus addreſſed him: — 


« You ſeem to have got very intimate, 
Peter, with the coachman who drives the 
lady we have ſo often met at the fountain, 
pray who is ſhe ?” "= 
" IM coachman does not know, my 
Land.” 

1 That is very odd; he chules to appear 
ignorant, I ſuppoſe.” 

* really don't know, my Lord; but he 
tells me he has only drove her a month, he 
was hired with the carriage and horſes for 
ſix weeks, and . wiſhes he was engaged for 
as many years.“ 

He ſeems to like her from your ac- 
count,” | 
<< Xo my Lord, he often ſays he never 
drove ſo good a lady.“ 

„Why he certainly has not a to ao, 
as ſhe ſo ſexlom goes out, and never receives 
company at home; I wonder how ſhe con- 
trives to * her tine? 


= 
- 
* 
. In 


report, obſerving they ſhould moſt ' trkely 
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In working and reading, the coachman 


told me, my Lord, and in viſiting and doing 


good among the poor cottagers ; and he is 


fure ſhe muſt be very rich, though her own 
three fervants whom ſhe brought * her 
won't ſay ſo. ? 


II As this ſeemed all the intelligence they 
were likely to obtain from this lad, the Mar- 
Quis diſmiſſed him. 


Henry remained filent during the pre- 
ceding converſation, but determined to ban- 


' iſh the object of it from his heart and mind; 


the muſt have ſome very ſtrong reafons for 
her ſtrange behaviour. Charity covers a 
multitude 'of fins, he had often heard, and 
her having a great deal of money to fling 
away was no proof of the regularity of her 
conduct. 5 

. - "The Marquis interrupted his reverie, by 
aſking him what he thought of «te groom's 


take a final leave of this myſterious fair one, 
with - 
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without having been able to batily their 


curioſity. 


Py: I 


Henry declared bis was very much abated; 3 


and he no longer wiſhed to diſcover what 


ſhe ſeemed ſo determined to conceal, name - 
ly, her real ſituation in life. The Marquis 
affected to give him credit for his forbear - 


ance, and agreed, they had been very ſilly 


to trouble their heads at all about a myfte< 


rious woman, becauſe ſhe happened to be 


rather handſome; and thus the ſuhject. 
dropped. But as Henry was unuſually out 
of ſpirits all the day, the Marquis told him 


in the evening, by way of rouſing him from 


this ſtate of langour, he did not look well. 


Henry inſtantly ſaid he had got a ſort of 


ſtupid cold, but he ſhould, he had no doubt, be 


quite well by morning. The Marquis eagerly , _ 


ſeized this opportunity to inſiſt upon his 


laying a few hours longer than uſual in bed, 
adding, they would defer their ride to the 


fountain. Henry was 4 much mortiftec 


VOL« f. F =: 
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to find himſelf thus caught, and wiſhed to 
perſuade his friend the morning air would be 
of ſervice to him ; but the Marquis pleaded 
a wiſh to indulge himſelf, and thus they 
ſeparated for the night. Henry wondering 
what his fair incognita would think of their 
| abſence, he did not chuſe to go out alone, 
pbeſides, he had promiſed the Marquis he | 
would he in bed till nine o'ciock, at 
which time they generally returned from 
their morning s ride, 


k. The Marquis, it has been obſerved, ſeized i 
with avidity the opportunity Henry had 
afforded him, to make a point of his ſtaying h 


at home; the truth was, he had long wiſhed ' f 
to have a little ſerious, private converſation 
with this enigmatical lady; if he could but 9 


diſcover her family, he could ſoon ſatisſy n 

himſelf upon every other point. He there- (- 
fore determined to viſit the fountain alone: ¶ pi 
he made it rather later than uſual, convinced 


m 
the would not be gone; and thinking Henry's p: 
3 | ablence 
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abſence might enable him to judge whether 
he had been deceived in the gonjectures he 
had formed reſpecting the ſtate of her heart. 


She was walking among the trees, and 
advanced as he approached, with evident 


marks of anxiety upon her countenance. 


The Marquis bowed, and ſhe inſtantly faid, 


« What, alone this morning, my Lord?“ 
« Much againſt my will, I can aſſure you, 
Madam; but poo had the n of ſee- 
ing you laſt 8 
She haſtily interrupted him, Gain 41 
hope no misfortune has befallen 85 
friend?“ b 
« Nothing very terrible, my dear Madam, 
what may be the conſequence of his early 
ndes, and the exhilirating draughts he has 
ſo frequently taken upon this ſpot, I cannot 
pretend to ſay, but he is really unwell this 
morning, though 1 had ſome difficulty to 
prevail upon him to ſtay at home.“ 
F?. © orc Wi 
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„I think I can read in your face he is not 


very ill faid ſhe ; · but muſt beg, if it is 


at all compatible with your diſpoſition, you 
would anſwer me e 


The e ſoon diftipated the, evi- 
dent fears ſhe ſtill entertained, and then en- 


treated ſhe would honour him ſo far as to 
accept his arm, proteſting he was never more 


ſeriouſly inclined in his life, and really wan» 
ted a little of her gay converſation to enliven 
bim. She ſmiled, and complied with his 

requeſt, He ſoon turned the converſation 


upon France, mentioned ſeveral names of 


diſtinction the affected to be totally unac- 


- <quainted with, though her anſwers to many 


of his queſtions induced him to gueſs ſhe 
either was or had been in habits of intimacy 
with many of the families he hinted-at, but 


the was too much upon her guard to allow 
ſt to convert his bann into certainty. 


if 


He | next aſked her which pare of France 


the preferred? ? 


. 10 The 
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„The ' ſouthern {provinces in general“ 
was her reply; © though Touraine, Poitou, 


and L' Anjou, were very juſtly celebrated.” 


« You inhabit one of the latter, I pre- 


ſume, Madam,” ſaid the Marquis. 


She ſmiled, but anfwefed in the negative. 
„This will never do,“ thought he, ne 


ſceras to ſuſpect my deſign.” 


However, determined to obtain a rather 
more ſatisfactory anſwer —— the 
place of her abode, he ud, 


„Had I taken time We 1 _ 


have ſpared myſelf my laſt- queſtion ; you 
teſide, I ſhould ſuppoſe, either in Lan- 


guedoc or Provence, from your predileftion 
in favour of the ſouth.” 
„ have viſited both, nay moſt of the: 


__ conſiderable towns in France, Marquis, and 


can inform you that the Chateau D'Orey i i. . 
ſituated in Champagne. | 
I thank you, Madam, ſaid the 3 
with a ſmile, for this merited reproof; 
8 = but 


- 
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but fince you have convinced me you are 
perfectly acquainted with me, my family, and 
ſituation in life, I flatter myſelf you muſt 
know you are addreſſing a man of honour, 
therefore, why this reſerve? your ſituation 
appears to me to be very uncomfortable, can 
I be of any ſervice to you in any reſpect? if 
it is in my power, don't ſcruple to put me 
to the teſt, and make me as much your 
friend, by your frank neſs and confidence, as 
you have made me your admirer by: your 
beauty and faſcinating converſation.” 

„] am no ſtranger to your reputation, 
Marquis, or we had never been upon theſe 
familiar terms, and was I in need of a friend, 
I ſhould very probably apply to vou ; but as 
that is by no means the caſe, I ſhall, at leaſt 
for the preſent, decline your kind offers; my 
-fituation is the reſult of my own choice, and 
I hope you will permit me to remain, accord- 
ing to my wiſhes, unkubwn. The conjec- 

tures, you may, have formed of me are very 

Probably not cy * moſt favourable nature; 
but 
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but as neither my actions nor my way of life 
can intereſt you, pray allow me to follow the 


bent of my own inclinations, and don't 


judge me either too lightly or too haſtily; 
but this much, in conſiderat ion of the eſteem 
you have ifſpired me with, I will acknow- 
lege, 1 act from principle and ſyſtem; 
have retired from the world, becauſe I am 
tired of the vain, inſipid pleaſures it affords 


thoſe who move in what is called a high 
circle; you are in habits of intimacy with 


ſome of my relations, Marquis; ſtill I know 


J might confide in your honour, but your 


arguments have not yet convinced me I 
ought to gratify your curioſity at the ex- 


pence of my ſecret Therefore, by way ot 
changing the ſubject to one more intereſt- 


ing, pray tell me how long you and your 
friend mean to remain at Spa.“ 
If you intend to regulate your move- 


ments upon our's, fair lady, I think I ought 


to puniſh you a little in my turn for your 
want of confilence.”” 


8 E & f And 
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nàn expreſſion of archneſs upon his counte- 


Sand MYSTERIOUS WIFE. | 
And pray, Marquis, e. vo vanity | 
enough to ſuppoſe you 
The Marquis, aware of what was likely 
to follow, interrupted her, ſaying, © Vanity 
is not one of my foibles, Madam; but—” 
There he pauled, and looked at her with 


- - nance, which heightened her colour very con- 
diderably ; at laſt ſhe faid, attempting to 
laugh when the ſpoke, 
„Nom 1 ſuppoſe you fancy you have 
made ſome wonderful diſcovery ; be it ſo.— 
and what then? But you profeſſed a wiſh 
40 ſerve me only a few minutes fince.” 

«Ang here renew it moſt fervently, my 
dear Madam.” 

Then you will certainly indulge me ſo 
fir as to favour me with ſome account of 
your young friend; you may place my in 
quiries, (fo you do but fatisfy them) to what- 
ever motive you pleaſe, I merely at preſent 
Fno bis name, and. You he is an Engliſh- 

wan.“ 


The 
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The Marquis immediately briefly recapitu- 
lated Henry's paſt, preſent, and future proſ- 
pects, expatiated very warmly upon his merits, 
the excellence of his heart and temper, &c.. - 
He was thus frankly communicative reſpect- 
ing his birth and expectations, in hopes of 
leflening his young friend's attractions in her 
eyes, convinced, if the left Spa upon this,. 
perhaps, diſappointment of her hopes, time 
and reaſon would ſoon reſtore Henry to his 
accuſtomed vivacity ; and if ſhe did not taxe 
this ſtep, he reſolved they would, though he 

wiſhed ſhe would ſet. them the extimple;- | 
However, far from appearing mortifed, as 
he had expected, her countenance expreſſed 
the utmoſt fatisfaction during his recital, and: 
ſhe liſtened fo attentively, and with fuch: 
evident feeling to every detail he entered. 
into, that he faid much more than de Hall: Fo 
at firſt OR 445 | 


Whit he Wet evhchaideds" his — 
him Nr politely for the gratification he hatt 
7 | afforded: 


by 
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afforded her, adding, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould 
either ſee his young friend, or hear he was 


perfectly recovered the next morning. 


The Marquis ſaid he was convinced ſhe 
would receive his thanks for the intereſt ſhe 
took 1 in his welfare from his own mouth, as 
nothing mort of abſolute force on his part 
would prevent him from viſiting the 
fountain the next day; and after a little 
more chit chat, they took leave of each 
other, The Marquis rode home very 
| briſkly, found Henry up and waiting break- 
8 faſt for him, therefore began to entertain 
him with his morning's adventures, and the 
fruitleſs endeavours he had made to diſcover 
who the ſtranger really was. Henry affected 
the utmoſt gaiety, and even ventured to rally 
the Marquis upon this. ſtolen march. The 
Marquis anſwered him in the ſame tone, 
but diſclaimed all intentions of wiſhing to 
'rival him in the unknown lady's good 
ee, ; and as 2 be a, his ſincerity, re- 
3 | peated 
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peated nearly word for word all that had 
paſſed between them, and concluded by 
ſaying, Henry certainly ought to feel him- * 
ſelf highly flattered by the inquiries the 
ſtranger had made about him, and the anxi- 
ety ſhe had diſplayed concerning his health, 
as he kept his eyes fixed upon him while he 
ſpoke. Henry endeavoured to conceal the 
pleaſure his recital had afforded him, and 
tried to ſuppreſs © the only medicine of the 
miſerable, hope“ which this converſation 
had greatly raiſed. 
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Fur next morning lie prepared with 
more pleaſure than ever to accompany the 
Marquis to the fountain. On their arrival 
there, they ſaw no carriage, at leaſt like 
that they wiſhed to ſee; ſhe certainly was 
not arrived, and Henry's ſpirits failed him, 
upon reflefting it was very poſſible ſhe 
might not come any more, he had, per- 
_ haps, ſeen her for the laſt time: well, 


8 he muſt bear the idea with patience; 


| beſides, . ſhould he regret her abſence, 
f ſince 
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fince he had determined,. only two days be- 
fore, never to think of her again? ; 


The N did not chuſe to interrupt 
his meditations, drank the waters, then re- 
marked, with an indifferent air, their new 
acquaintance made it late; nay, he continu- 
ed, I ſhould not be very much ſurpriſed: 
if we were to hear ſhe had left Spa, for I dare- 
fay ſhe will make as great a myſtery of her 
departure as ſhe does of her family, and the 
Place of her reſidence. 


Henry aſſented with a heavy heart to the - 
ſuppoſition, and followed the Marquis into 
the adjoining woods; he was a few paces 
behind, when a man, who held a handker- 
chief to his face, as if he wiſhed to conceal 
it, croſſed the path, flipped a letter into his 
hand, and inſtantly hurried away towards the 


high road. Henry made a full ſtop, looked © 


at the letter which had been fo. ſtrangely 
dehvered to him, ſaw it was addreſſed to 
Mr.  Welthotpe, it was 9 certainly 
6 | intended 
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intended for him; he then turned his. eyes 
towards the road the perſon who had given 
it him had taken; he was almoſt out of 
ſight, but from his walk, though his dreſs 
was different, and he had not ſeen his face, 
he almoſt fancied it was the old ſervant who 
had always accompanied the fair unknown. 


The Marquis, who had walked on to ſome 

diſtance, now turned his head, and perceived 
Henry, who ſcemed riveted to the ſpot 
where he was ſtanding, with his eyes fixed 
upon the letter he held in his hand. The 
Marquis inſtantly returned, laying as he ad- 
vanced, 


Pray what has attracted your attention 
Jo forcibly, Harry? have you found a billet- 
doux, or received an invitation from any fair 
dp?! | 

Upon my word, Marquis, as yet I cannot 

reſolve your queſtions. Do you ſee that 


man yonder who is haſtening away ſo faſt ?” 


6 . I faw-him . us, what of him?“ 
60 He 
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He put this letter into my hands, what 


can it all mean * 


« Z——ds man! is your curioſity al fled ; 
the letter will explain every thing. It is from 
the unknown lady, I am convinced; it is 


perhaps her laſt farewell; ſhe dare not per- i 


mit herſelf another perſonal interview, or 
anxiety, occaſioned by your illneſs, has con- 
fined her in her turn; come, do ſatisfy my 


impatience, if you feel ſo little yourſelf.“ 


Henry's colour all forſook his cheeks 
while he broke the ſeal; he took ſome time 
to unfold it, firſt looked at the bottom, and 
then, as the Marquis and he were at ſome 
diſtance from the reſt of the eee read 
aloud as follows:. | 


« You COB „ be ſurpriſed, my 
young friend, at receiving a letter from me, 
and ſtill more ſo at its purport, for it is 


neither according to old eſtabliſhed cuſtom 


> 
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nor modern etiquette for a lady to n a 
gentleman ſhe loves him; $1 7 | 


3 But I can't reſokve to let concealment, like a worm 
| 1 th bud, | 
Feed on my damaſk cheek, nor pine in thought 5 
& And, with a green and yellow . : 
6 Fit like Patience on a monument "a 
on; aerger at grief. | 


Ph wow find I do not poſſeſs Viola's 
fortitude; nay more, am induced to entreat 
the novelty of the thing may lead you to 
excuſe the ſtrange confeſſion. I preſume 
you. will have no difficulty in gueſſing what. 
female thus o erſteps the bounds delicacy. 
preſeribed her ſex, but mine is a ſtrange fitu- 
ation; and I know, though vanity leads me 

to believe I am. not indifferent to you; the 
ſecret would for ever remain buried in your 
| boſom; and ſituated: as you. are, I com- 
mend you for your forbearance.. My frank. 
acknowledgment may perhaps lower me in 
* Four eſteem, but you. have, no doubt, often, 

: during 
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uringour icquaintance;thought mea ſtrange ; 
mortal, therefore you will not fo much wonder 

at my endeavouring to act up to the character 
have adopted; I chuſe to be a riddle, and 
am not inclined in the preſent inſtance to 
regulate my behaviour by form or rule, 
ſo muſt entreat you would candidly anſwer 
the following queſtion: Dare you venture, 
knowing as little of me as'you do at preſent, 
and without making any further inquiries, 
(which J muft acknowledge would prove 
abſolutely fruitlefs) to unite your fate to 
mine. If you are fo inclined, I offer you 
my hand ; my heart you have poſſeſſed for 


ſome time, and I do not wiſh to ſeparate 


them, Still don't preſume too much upon 


my weakneſs; my paſſion ſhall be always Ky 


| ſubſervient to my will, and my ſituation is 
ſuch, that ſhould you comply with my 
wiſhes, our marriage muſt remain a profound 
fecret for a time, the reaſon thall be hereafter 
explained fully to your ſatisfaction; upon 
this point „ my Honour, but at preſent 
0 | 2 


more yours than her own. 
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neither your prayers nor entreaties, even 
were you to bind yourſelf by an. oath to ſe- 
.crely, (though I would as fooa truſt to your 


, honour) ſhould induce me to declare Why 


4 this myſtery 1s required? who I. really ant? 


nor what are the motives of my ſtrange be- 
hay! 10ur ? | 


Take two days to . 8 my propoſal, 


you have my leave to conſult your friend, 


I Know him to be a man of honour ; there- 
fore, two days hence, let your anſwer be 


+ ready. The perſon who will deliver this 
will be at the fame hour upon the lame ſpot 


to receive it, ſo concludes, her you may make 


* 


Joszruixx. 
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1.1 would be ;mpoſſible to define Henry's 
feelings while he was peruſing this ſtrange 
epiſtle; his colour varied every moment, and 


his countenance ſtrongly beſpoke the agita- 
tion of his mad. The Marquis liſtened in 


. profound ſilence. When Henry had con- 


cluded, 
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cluded, he raiſed his eyes from Fe paper, 
and fixed them upon his friend, who ſmiling 
| aid, „There is certainly at leaſt novelty 
to recommend this fair lady's proceedings, 
and her method faves our ſex a great deal of 


93 „ 


trouble. 
Hemy did uot. find bimſelf equity in- 
. clined to laugh; his agitation increaſed 
with rede&tion;; he ſaid, This -propolal, 
ſtrange as it certainly muſt appear, has more 
than ever convinced me of the weakneſs of 
my heart, it would be uſeleſs any longer to 
deny the love I feel for the writer of this 
flattering letter; but I. mult eatreat you 
would adviſe, nay, direct me how to act, 
circumſtanced as I am, and with ſuch mighty 
temptations thrown in my way.“ 

% You never allotted me a more arduous 
-taſk, my dear Henry; I am no ſtranger to 
the ſituation of your heart, nor do I want 
tlie proofs that letter contains to convince 
me your paſſion was returncd, even with 
intereſt; ſtill, after what you have heard, 
and the reſtrictions you are laid under, would 
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pou venture your future happineſs upon ſo 
| Hazardous a ſtake? Love is a wild, ungo- 
vernable, romantic paſſion, and often leads 
the greateſt men to commit follies; I would 
therefore have you ſtrictly examine your 
heart before you decide upon ſo important a 
matter; this may be a moſt advantageous | 
offer, and may prove the exact reverſe ; your 
 hiberty, peace of mind, nay, eternal ſalva- 
tion, may become the ſacrifice, were you to 
accept theſe faſcinating offers; it is a ſort of 
equal chance, and upon my honour, remem- 
ber it is the ſtrong friendſhip I feel for you 
makes me ſpeak thus plain, I would not 
adviſe you to run fo great a'riſk. This 
lady rather gave me to underſtand ſhe was 
a woman of family and fortune; then ſhe 
muſt have ſome powerful motives to induce 
her to-make you an offer of her hand. Love 
the acknowledges to be her guide upon this 
occaſion, or we may preſume her election 
would not have fell upon a foreigner ;. ſhe 
maoſt Hkely has relations who could deprive 
ber of her preſent affluence; poſſibly ſhe 
ty may 


* 
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may not chuſe to acknowledge her marriage 
during their life-time 3 this affords but a 
gloomy proſpect, admitting you have no-—- 
thing worſe to dread. Then her offer is 
certainly indelicate, though I make every 
allowance for your joint ſituation; if ſhe is 
abſolutely her own miſtreſs, ſhe diſplays a 
want of hberality I do not approve of, as 
| ſhe ſeems to wiſh to retain all the power in 
her own hands ; furely this 1s no proof of the 
generoſity of her diſpoſition z had ſhe merely - 
faid I am in poſſeſſion of an ample fortune, 
and will immediately ſecure you a handſoms - 
independent income, I ſhould have; had a 
much higher opinion of her offer, and the 
money might have proved a conſolation to 
you, had the worſt we can foreſee befel you; 
but to run your neck headlong into the 
nooſe, becauſe this lady is very handſome; _ 
and tells-you ſhe loves: you, would be acting 
very fooliſhly in my opinion, for my firſt 
ſuſpicions of her are by no means eradi- 
cated,” | 


Henry 
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Henry liſtened to the Marquis with the 
utmoſt attention, and aſſured him his ſenti- 
ments coincided exactly with his own, pro- 
teſting his arguments had almoſt reſtored 
him to reaſon; however, he was determined 


not to accept the lady's offer, except ſhe 


choſe to clear up the myſtery, they had in 
vain tried to fathom to his ſatisfaction. 

I approve highly of your proviſo, my 
dear friend,” ſaid the Marquis, * and com- 
mend you for your ſpirited reſolution ; and 
after the lengths her love has carried her, I 
think there is little doubt but your refulal 
will induce her to act more openly, if ſhe 
has nothing to fear from making herſelf 
13 known. However, we will decide upon 
what anſwer it will be proper to ſend her 
before the time arrives, ſo let's go home to 
breakfaſt, I muſt pay my reſpects this 
morning to the Governeſs of the Low Coun- 
tries, who has been at Spa theſe four days, 
and will be nichl offended if I deter my 
viſit any longer.“ 


They 
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They walked back to where they had 


left their horfes and rode home, each ſo 
occupied by the contents of the fair Joſe- 
phine's letter, that they hardly exchanged 


three words during their ſhort journey. 


HA x5 


As ſoon as "ſl had breakfaſted, the Mar- 


quis dreſſed and ſet out to pay his intended 


viſt. During his abſence, Henry read the 


letter he had received over ſo many times, 


he could almoſt have repeated i it by heart; 
he then reflected upon the ſacrifice he in- 


tended to make; if, after all, ſhe ſhould be 
a woman of family, fortune, and reputation; 


(and 


*% 
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| (and he ſhould moſt likely find it out ſooner 

Or later) what an old age of repentance was 

he laying up for himſelf? The reverſe of 

| this picture then preſented itſelf to his mind, 
and he fairly ſhuddered with horror upon 
4 beholding bimſelf the huſband of another 


man's miſtreſs ; no, that ſhould never hap- 


pen, he determined; the Marquis was his 
beſt friend, and if he followed his advice, he 
could not act wrong. Still, what would 
ever make him amends for the loſs of ſo 
beautiful a woman? if that if again plun - 
ged him into doubt and irreſolution. < Lit- 
- tle did I. once think,” ſaid he to himſelf, 
while pacing with anxious ſteps their draw- 
ing room) I ſhould heſitate about marrying 
the woman I loved; would to God a juſt 
war * break out, [ might then for- 
get 
£705 © Who? my dear Harry,” ſaid the Mar- 
- quis, who had entered unperceived, his 
agitation was fo great, while his back was 
. to the door. 11 


Henry 
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Henry made a ſudden- ſtop, and then; 
with his uſual frankneſs, ſaid, « My folly, 


Marquis, but Jou have not pus a long 
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No, I haſtened Lone to raiſe your” 
drooping ſpirits, my dear fellow, I am w_— 


herald of Joyful tidings.” 


- Henry's countenance brightened in a 


moment; a gleam of hope darted acroſs his 
mind, and he fixed his expreſſive eyes upon 


in his face. 


The Marquis, unwilling to keep him in 
ſuſpenſe, took his hand, ſaying, I hardly ever 
was ſo happy, my dear Harry, I have very 


have been particularly flattered by the de- 
ference you paid to my advice. My opi- 
nion, however, is ſtrangely altered, for I hav e 


the Marquis, wiſhing to read his intelligence 


unexpectedly made a fortunate diſcovery ; _ 
your fortitude has been put to the teſt, and 


every reaſon in the world to believe your 
Jolephine is every thing ſhe gave me to 
VOL. 1. G under- 


— 
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OTE. e and laſt, though not of little 


5 conſequence, a woman of unblemiſhed re- 
putation ; ; I therefore now ſincerely adviſe 
vou to accept ber offers unconditionally, with 
a noble mind one cannot be too generous, 
and I truſt you will have no reaſon to repent 
the precipitation with which you are in a 
manner forced to decide; fortune always 


. ſmiles ſooner or later upon the truly deſerv- 


ing, and we were not allowed, by our pru- 
dential reſolves, to daſh the flomng cup 


from * lips“ / 


Henry's joy was too great for utterance; 
he could not allow the Marquis to proceed 
any further, but flung his arms round him, 
8 wiſhing to expreſs the feelings his diſcourſe 
had given riſe to; but a ſilent embrace was 
the only. mode of denoting his porn his 
tranſport allowed him. 


The Marquis continued : I may have 
raiſed your hopes more than I intended, for 
I poſitively know no more than you do at 
x 4 OE - this 


* 
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this moment who this lady i is, but T am 
convinced you have nothing to dread from 
making her your wife ; I will now tell you 
upon what I found my conjectures for this 
ſecurity. From hence I proceeded to the 
hotel of **, where the  Archducheſs © 
jodges ſent in my name of courſe, and 
was inſtantly ſhewn into a ſaloon commu- 
nicating with her Serene Highneſs's dreſſing- 
room ; the door between the two rooms was 
left rather upon the jar, and I hgard two 
ſemale voices within, „Oh! pray permit 
me,” ſaid one —*<* Certainly, my dear friend,” 
was the anſwer, © fince——” A little | 
buſtle in the room prevented me from hear- 
ing diſtin&ly the concluſion of the phraſe, . 
and I concluded my early viſit had deranged 
ſomebody ; but in a few ſeconds, I caught 
(by means of a glaſs I had in view) the 
glimpſe of a lady hurrying acroſs the drefling-" 
room to make her exit by the oppoſite Joon A 
and inſtantly recognized the features of our a 
incognita. I was very near ruſhing into the 
room, Willing to be at a certainty, when the 
G2: gentleman _ 


\ 


' "ES * * 
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Sentleman in waiting, who had carried my 
Wide, that I. got a full view of her figure and 
| Groſs before the one ſhe went out by was. 
- Cloſed, after. her; in ſhort, I haye not the. 
 ſhghteſt doubt as to:the identity of her per- 
fon, though ſhe was rather more dreſſed than 
we; have bitherto ſeen her, till not ſufficiently. 
ſo fox. a,cexempmious viſitor, which, convinces 
me ſhe muſt be upon the moſt, familiar foot- 

ing with one of the moſt ſcrupulous women 
in the world with reſpect to character. The, 
words, my dear friend, which one of them 


made uſe of on her leaving the room, all were 


 . the; roam. Oh! only ag intimate friend 


corroborating,, proofs that ſhe is a woman of 
the firſt rank. I was very anxious to learn 
her name, and wiſhed. I had been upon a 
fiuular friendly footing withithe Archducheſs, 
Which is ngt preciſely the caſe. After the 

uſual compliments, I. ventured to ſay I Was 
afraid, I had deranged, her Serene Highneſo, 
by © thought I heard company. before I entered 


„ who thought ſhe was not 


5 ddAreffed 


1 * 
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dreſfed enough to ſee danger, Veffchen, e 
_ "was in haſte to write à note.” I believe I 
Jock ed rather incredulous, for theſe excuſes 
Vere deldveted with ſoime degree of heſitation, 


I to And ſhe had not ſucceeded in 
decetving me ſo well as ſhe could have withed, 
therefore I could not venture any ore queſ- 
tions on the fubject, but ſoon after took my 
leave, wiſhing to congratulate you, which I do 
moſt ſincerely upon this fortunate change th 
your affairs; ſo now let your own heart dictate 
the anſiver to the letter you teceived this 
morning.” 

A thoufand, ehioulktid marks, ay r 
friend, wy Harry, 2 Know Where tlie 
ves — . 

3 Aud dn de Gz Foe ander M pe. 

ſon, 1 fuppoſe,“ ſaid the Marquis, failing, , 
tand to convince her by your expedition uo 
cid not want much time for reflection; tHis 


K tmertly employing rufe contre he, and ra- 
tagems are pray both in tove arid wat... 
"This idvice © perfecciy coiticided with 


8 Henry's | 
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3 Henry s own Wiſhes, that he had little merit 
in following it; he inſtantly fat himſelf 
e to write, not a very long letter; but 
after what he had juſt learned, the warmth 
of his expreſſions made ample amends for the 
incoherency of his ſtyle, which might truly 
be attributed to love, and was therefore the 
more flattering. The Marquis wiſhed him 
to have deferred his viſit till afternoon, but 
his impatience could not brook ſo long a 
delay. It was not more than three miles | 
from Spa, he told the Marquis, and he 
mould be back in an hour; he therefore | 
haſtened to make a little alteration in his 
dreſs, and ſet off full ſpeed. Hope and fear 
predominated alternately in his boſom during 
his ride; ſhould he be admitted, ſurely be 
Sad notbing todread from caprice, now every 
other obſtacle to his happineſs was removed. 
As he approached the houſe, he ſaw one of 
Joſephine's attendants looking out of a low 
window; ſhe inſtantly came to the door, 
and told him her lady was not at home. 
| 5 felt * mortified at this diſap- 
N pointment, 
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pointment,- but delivered his letter, and let | 


out” upon his return with a much heavier 


heart than he had left Spa; convinced he 


was at home, and had refuſed to ſee him; 


though he could not diſcover what impro- | 


priety there would have been (after what 


had paſſed) in granting him admittance ; his 


ſpeed muſt haye convinced her he had deci- 
ded in her favour.” He walked his horſe 


very gently, looking behind him every now © 
and then, in hopes of a ſummons to return, 
but loſt fight of the houſe during his re- 


fiections. 


Thus vaniſhed all the pleaſing illuſons 
he had formed; and he was proceeding in 
a very gloomy mood, when the ſight of the 
well-known carriage advancing towards him 
inſtantaneouſly diſpelled his chagrin, and 
he began to condemn himſelf very ſeverely 
for daring to ſuppoſe his Joſephine could be 
capricious. He was ftill very much puz- 


zled how to act; ought he to ſtop” the 


coachman, would ſhe fee him if ſhe wWas in 


. the 


% 


_ 
* 
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the coach, ſhould he follow her home. Be- 

fore he had come to any deciſion, he was 

. obliged to turn out of the road to make way 

| for-the carriage to paſs. Joſephine was alone, 

and dreſſed juſt as the Marquis had deſcri- 


ded. Henry did not want this ſtill further 


proof of her being the perſon he had ſeen, 
though it added to the pleaſure he felt. He 
bowed as the coach paſſed him; Joſephine 
ſeemed ſurpriſed, but the carriage, contrary 
to his expectations, continued to move for- 
war l. A moment's reflection convinced 
Joſephine his anſwer muſt be as favourable 
- . as fhe could wiſh, or ſhe would not have met 
him where the did, he had certainly been 
to her houſe. She therefore inſtantly pulled 
the check · ſtring, and looked out on the fide 
where the had ſcen him; the footman got 
down, and Henry, who had remained un- 
decided which way to 80, now advanced 
towards the fide of the carriage, but before 
be could alight, Joſephine was upon the 
| ground, and gave orders to the coachman 
to proceed. The old footman, upon re- 
"LG | ceiving 


. 
\ 
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esiving 4 look from his miſtfeſs, advanced,. 
and begged leave to lead Henty's horle.. 
A mere ſilent bow and eourtefy paſſed be. 
tween the lovers. Henry Would willinly - 
have expreſſed the gratitude with which his: 
heart overfibwed, but could not do it with 

any propriety in the public road; and ew 
ſo many witneſſes: 


« You muſt do me the RO" a 
Wy pany me home,” aid Joſephine. | 


Herry made an afſenting bow, and offered 
her his arm. The carriage and ſervants were 
now at ſome diftance, 


Pray, hs; L inquire where you have | 
been? ſaid Joſephine. = 
Can you, moſt lovely of your ſexs alk. 
ſuch a queſtion, after the proof I received 
this morning of your * good= 


neſs.“ ” 


Gs 5 "© You 
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PV 41 You may well ſay unprecedented, my 
dear friend; what ſort of opinion can you 
have formed of a chan, who has thus 


n from every— 


Horry would not allow her to radceed, 
1 and his flattering compliments and tender 
n aſſurances of eternal love and gratitude {oon,; 
reinſtated the charming Joſephine in her. 
_ own good opinion. 


Lou have almoſt perſuaded me I have 

- "ated right, my dear Henry; I only wiſh- 
you were as well acquainted with my heart 
as 1 flatter myſelf Iam with your's. I may 
have erred in point of judgment, and dare 
ſay many of my own ſex would condemn me 
without appeal ; you are more candid, and 
truſt to a future explanation of my preſent 
inexplicable conduct; believe me you ſhall 
never repent having given me ſo came 


Ws arenas eſteem. 
They 
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They had now reached her houſe, and ſne 
led the way into her dreſſing- room; upon 
her toilette laid Henry's letter; ſhe took it 
up, and W at the direction, aid, 


2 gueſs to whom I am indeliteid for 
this favour; but pray take a ſeat, Sir, 
for I mean to put your patience to a ſtil: 
ſeverer trial. I have a yaſt many things 
to ſay, which you. muſt promiſe to liſten to 
with attention. 55 


Henry made a very gallant api. and took 
a chair near her.. 


« Now can you abſolutely agree to my 
leaving Spa ſolus, and as privately as I arri- 
ved here, within a fortnight after the cere= 
mony (which is to unite us) has taken 
place? I cannot at preſent fix the period ot 
our future meeting, we may be obliged to- 
live apart for ſome months, perhaps years. 

Henry was almoſt petrified by this ftrange:! - 
propoſal, and could hardly ſuppoſe ſhe was. 
c 
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in earneſt ; but perceiving ſhe waited with 


ſome anxiety for his anſwer, he ſaid, © In 


the letter I wrote not more than an hour 
ago, my lovely Joſephine, J gave you my 
word of honour to be totally guided by 
your deſires, and they ſhall ever be my law ; 
and though I ſhall certainly feel this pro- 
poſed ſeparation from all I hold dear in the 


world very ſeverely, ſtill, as I flatter myſelf 


I ſhall not be the only ſufferer, I ought not 
to give way to unavailing regret.. It is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, I ſuppoſe ?” 

*« Abſolutely, my dear friend.” 


Henry fighed, and aſſented in filence. 


Have you any objection to the cere- 
mony being performed in a few days ” 
elt s the firſt with of my heart to call you 
mine, though the idea of parting with you 
ſo ſoon afterwards, almoſt leads me to wiſh 
| . be pro- 


: 

* 

. 
I . 

9 
f — 3 

* 
| - 

. 
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My ſtay at Spa is very limited, my 
dear Henry, therefore we muſt fubmit to- 
our deſtiny with a good grace; you are 4 
ſoldier, and. I have commenced heroine of a. 
romance, you very probably think ;. but 
this neceſfary ſeparation will merely be a 
mutual trial of our love and fortitude, and 
we wilf*each endeavour to encourage the 
other during the painful interval which 
muſt elapſe ere we meet again. I will have 
proper ſettlements drawn immediately ac- 
cording to my own inſtructions, and which 
Fam unreaſonable enough to hope you will 
ſign without hearing them read; depend 
upon my attention to your future intereſt, 
and I wilt make yon immediately inde- 
pendant. I read the wiſhes of your ge- 
nerous heart in your countenance ; but F 
defire your want of fortune may never occa- 
ſion you a moment's uneaſineſs, I am quite 
rich enough for both. Tou ſhall have a 
hundred thoufand Livres Tournois down on 
or before our wedding-day, and I will mfare- 
you a like fum annually, which will enable 
- you. 
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you to live in a comfortable ſtyle. 1 cannot 
very well command any more ready money 
Juſt now, but the trifle 1 mention will equip 

you with neceffaries.” 


J Henry 8 more e her, and. 

inſiſted upon her not diſtreſſing herſelf upon 
his account, proteſting he would not agree 
to theſe generous, nay, profuſe offers. 


« You. have promiſed to conform to my 

' wiſhes, my dear Henry, and I ſhall keep 
| you to your word in the preſent inſtance, 
depend upon it I will not hurt myſelf; what 
1 mention, I look upon as trifling to what 
I can very well ſpare ; as my huſband, you 


_ => ought to live in a ſplendid ſtyle, but till our 


marriage. can. be made public, I know you 
would not wiſh to do it, then I ſhall enjoy. 
ſeeing you ſpend five times the ſum I men-- 
tioned. Remember, your preſent income. 
wall not amount to more than a thouſand. 


pounds of Britiſh money a quarter.” 


Situated: 
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Situated as Henry was, this appeared tor 
him to be much more than he ſhould be able 
to ſpend; he had neither follies, vices, nor 
deſires to gratify; a ſmall competency, of 
five hundred pounds a year, was as much 
as he ever allowed himſelf to willy for, when: 
| he gave the reins to his lively imagination, 
and free ſcope to his moſt ſanguine hopes. 
He therefore once more ventured to remon- 
ſtrate with his beloved Joſephine, and to 
aſſure her, if ſne perſiſted in her intentions, 
ſhe muſt inſtruct him how to diſpoſe of herr 
* e . 


Jour own noble heart, my dear Henry, 
was her anſwer, will ſoon tegch you how N 
to make a proper uſe of what I am the means 
(under Providence). of putting into your 
poſſeſſion, ſo let us drop that ſubje&. I 
have not. half done prating yet; as you are 
aà Proteſtant, the ceremony muſt be perform 


ed by a miniſter of. each religion, for I ſup= 


poſe I need. not tell you I am a Catholic; 
but my confeſſor, a moſt worthy man, who ' - 
forms: - 
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_ forts a part of my houſhold, will ſoon pro- 


cure a Calviniſt clergyman to aſſiſt him upon 
the oecaſion. Tou perceive T am deter- 
mined to rivet your chains, I only hope 
they will always prove eaſy; but you muſt 
now bind yourſelf by the moſt ſolemn oath, 
and become anſwerable for the diſcretion of 
your gay friend, never to reveal our mar- 


nage till you have my expreſs — 


Henry readily agreed to her laſt requilh, 
and promiſed to bring the Marquis to ratify 
the promiſe he had made in his name; every. 


bother preliminary arrangement was in the 


like manner agreed upon. And after dining 
and ſpending⁊ moſt agreeable afternoon.with 
his Joſephine, Henry reluctantly took his 
leave, and ſet out full fpeed to communi- 
cate kis happy and brilliant proſpects to bis 


bene volent friend, conſcious the Marquis 


would fencerely participate in his happineſs. 
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' CHAP. XI 


| He haftened to join His friend as ſoon 
as he alighted, and found him alone in the 


I began to think,” ſaid the Marquis, as 


| he advanced, the ceremony had taken 


place, therefore did not expect to ſee you 
before to-morrow morning.” 


« I really have a thouſand excuſes to 


make, my dear friend,” ſaid Harry. 
Not one of which will T liſten to; {6 
if you are not { orn to ſecrecy, let me heur 


; OW ſpent y: * 


„Mr 
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"A 5 5 My oath did not extend fo far,” ad 
Henry, who immediately repeated the heads 
of what had paſſed. 
When he had concluded, the Marquis 
ſaid, „1 give you joy molt fincerely, my dear 
Harry. Joſephine's behaviour is truly myſ- 
terious ; ſtill, with ſuch a prize in view, you 
cannot be blamed for giving carte blanche to 
her fancies. She is certainly a woman of 
ſome rank, and apparently in poſſeſſion of a 
very large fortune; ſo in time, Harry, I 
expect to ſee you a Marerhal de France.” 


A good deal mòõre diſcourſe paſſed between 
the friends upon the ſame ſubject, and 
Henry retired to bed in perfect good-hu- 
mour * himſelf and all the world. 


The next morning he TY an early viſit 
to Joſephine, knowing he ſhould not meet 
her at the fountain ; he renewed the pro- 
miſes he had made himſelf, and thoſe in the 
Marquis's name, and affured her, upon both 
their honours, ny would never mention the 


marriage | 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 139 


marriage was fo ſpeedily to take place, nor | 
 _ even attempt to diſcover who ſhe was till 
they had her free permiſſion. ; 5 


Then our ſecret will be perfectly ſafe, 
ſaid Joſephine. © I dare ſay the Marquis 
has formed a very ſtrange opinion of me; 
but will he ſign the lettlements when you 
do?“ 

Undouhtedly, my denreſt: Joſephine, 
without hearing them read, well under- 
ſtood,” ſaid ſhe, © we will both be ont 
by your wiſhes.” | 

« You are too good, my dear Henry. 
However, three days hence, all ſhall be 
ready. I ſhould wiſh the Marquis to be i in 
the houſe during the ceremony, but not in 
the room, for I muſt exact a further proof 
of your complaiſance to my caprices, you * 
muſt promiſe me never to mention the name 
I ſhall be married under, even to this confi- 
dential friend of your's, withont my leave.“ 


This requeſt was 25 readily acceded to as: 
all her others; therefore every previous ar- 
| | rangement 


tion to feeure the ſecret having been taken, 


: #40 vrsrzkrovs WIE. ä 
narigemont being made, and every preeiu- 


at the end of four days, Wey with umted to 
one of the moſt lovely women in the world, 
and was almoſt tempted to look upon the 

incredible alteration which had taken place 
in his circumſtances as the effect of illuſion. 


He continued oſtenſibly to * with the 
Marquis, though he ſpent the greater part 
of his time with his charming bride, who 
difptayed freſh graces and more ſtriking 


e Merge every day. 


"Thins a month glided e away, 
and Henry was in hopes that ſhe no longer 
chought of the feparation he now looked 
forward to with real dread, therefore carefully 
avoided the ſubject, and tried as much as 
poſſible to baniſh the very reflection from 
his mind. She more than kept every pro- 
miſe ſhe had made him, put him in poffeffion 
af the ſum ſhe had mentioned on their wed- 


* 


2 
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ding - day, and had ſince made. h him ſeveral <4 
very a —— | | 


The e uſually breakfaſted - | 


the happy pair, and Henry: always accomy. 
panied him back to Spa, and did not ret 

tg his beloved Joſephine till late in the even. 

; ing. | A Wie. | 


They had ſeparated as uſual one morning, 
and Henry. was defired to. make his appear». 
ance. half an hour ſooner than he generally- 
came; the: evenings: began to: ſhut in early, 
he. joyfully ſubſcribed to thaſe kind wiſhes. 
But what was his aſtoniſſunent upon reach - 
ing the houſę where he had ſpent ſo many 
happy moments, upon- having a letter put 
into his hands by a ſtranger, who told him 
Madame la Baronne de Belville was gone. 
Gone!“ repeated Henry, unwilling even- 
to believe his ears, ſince when d 

« She. ſet off about twelve. o'clock; Sr, 
and left that letter in my care.” 


Any 


N 
| 
| 
2 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
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Any further queſtions would be uſeleſs, 


he concluded, if he had not ſtood bound in 


honour not to make any inquiries; ſo by 


way of concealing his emotion, he turned 


from the woman, mounted his horſe again, 
and rode off full ſpeed, wiſhing to loſe fight 


of a place which only reminded him of paſt 


Joys. . Was not this being very cruel py 


| faid he to himſelf as he haſtened along; 
* ſhould I have acted thus?“ his heart 
ſeemed to ſay no. This letter moſt likely 


contained her reaſons for this laſt ſtrange 


action; therefore, the moment he was out 


of ſight of the houſe, he tore it open, and 
with a degree of agitation, little inferior to 


what he had felt while peruſing her propoſal 
of marriage, read as follows :— 


« If my beloved Henry knew what it coſt 


me to conceal my feelings when we laſt 


parted, I am ſure he would forgive the ſtep 
I have taken. I put off the evil day from 


| time to time, till further procraſtination be- 
came impoſſible; therefore, for both our 


ſakes, 
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fikes; to ſpare us a very diſtreſſing ſcene, 
formed the reſolution I ſhall have put in 
practice before you receive theſe lines. 1 
am convinced we ſhall never be abſent from 
each other's mind, and am ſufficiently miſer- _ 
able to be abſolutely obliged to deprive my- 
ſelf (at leaſt for a time) of the pleaſure . 
Joyed | in Fe loved ſociety. 


« Once a month you ſhall always hear 
from me, and I hope to be equally favoured, 
for the peruſal of your letters will now con- 
ſtitute my greateſt felicity. I truſt you 
will bear this neceſſary abſence with more 
fortitude than I am afraid T ſhall be able to 
boaſt, for my heart ſinks within me while I 
am endeavouring to conſole you; but re- 
member, you are a ſoldier, and I am only a 
weak woman. I dare ſay Spa will have loſt - 


many of its attractions in your eyes, my | 


Henry, after you have read this letter; 


therefore I preſume you will not boy ny | 
after me. 


: 
9 


4 Cal 
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+, « Call at. Mr, 5, the banker, at 


Bruxelles, as you paſs through that city, and 
 _ you will find a letter and parcel addrefled* 
ta you, which I. ſhall leave ex paſſuut, with 
orders for him to forward any thing you may 
have to entruſt him with to the direction 
you will find in the parcel; don't ſuppoſe I 
doubt your word, my Harry, only attribute 
my future precautions to the deſire I feel to 
"elucidate. every myſtery my on way, and 
at: my on time. By the plan I have lad 
down, we ſhall hear from each other once a 


8 month, as l mentioned before; and ſhould 


any thing of very great importance take 

place on either ſide during the interim, my 
Puxiſian banker will; ſee any extra letters 
. either of yours or mine forwarded with the 


_ - ukmolb ſpeed! and punctuality. You. will 


_ fayenr:me with your addreſs from Bruxelles, 
a. I ſhall. expect a few; lines, to know whe» 


ther you receive What will await our arri- 
valthere. 


« The 


— 
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« The quarterly ſums we > agreed upon 
will be always ſent you in due time, 
and if you find you can ſpend more, treat 
me as freely as I did you ſome few weeks © 
ſince; you cannot give me a greater proof 

of your love. I only hope the friendſhip: + 
and lively converſation of our amiable friend 
the Marquis D'Orcy will in ſome degree re- 
concile you to the abſence of your 
„ JOSEPHINE.” 


Henry pauſed when he had concluded; 
and upon looking further, thinking he per- | 
ceived ſomething incloſed, a piece of paper 
fell to the ground: he alighted to pick it 
up; it was a draft for two hundred and 
fifty Louis upon her banker at Spa; on the 
back was wrote a < final balance.“ He walked 
flowly on, and began once more to read his 

letter. What proofs does ſhe give me of 
the excellence of her heart! he ſaid to 
himſelf, “ {till I can hardly forgive her for 
not allowing me to take one farewell em- 
3 H''. kämen; 


LY 
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brace; beſides, I had a thouſand things to 


„ 


8 He now fell into a train of reflection 
upon the paſt; he was as much in the dark 


reſpecting her real rank in life as at the mo- 


ment he married her; for even in their moſt 


intimate moments, ſhe had never dropped 
the ſlighteſt hint which might tend to ſuch a 
diſcovery, and had aſſured him, the name ſhe 
was married under, even was he to make it 


public, would not ſolve any of his doubts. 


„Then why was ſhe fo averſe to its being 
mentioned to the Marquis D'Orcy? Well, 
time will diſcover every thing,” he thought, 
and hitherto he had no reaſon to complain, 

bdleſſed with ſuch a wife and ſuch a friend. 
Theſe ideas rather raiſed his ſpirits, and in- 


duced him to think of haſtening towards | 
Spa; but upon looking round for his horſe, 


recollected he had left him near a mile be- 


| - hind, where he had firſt alighted. He 


hurried back, and fortunately found the 


can animal grazing * quietly near the 
| ſpot 
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ſpot where he ſtooped to pick up the draft. 

He inſtantly mounted, and proceeded home 
with the utmoſt ſpeed. | 


It was very dark when he arrived, and the 
Marquis was juſt going to ſupper, and ex- 


ceſſively ſurpriſed to ſee him return fo un- 3 


expectedly, and with ſuch evident marks of 
ſorrow upon his countenance. Without 
ſpeaking, he put the letter he had received 
into the Marquis's hands, who peruſed it 
very attentively, and not without ſome 
marks of aſtoniſhment ; then ſaid, © I ap- 
plaud your Joſephine, my dear Harry, 
the is certainly a woman of honour, and. 
will, no doubt, very ſpeedily clear up all _ 
her preſent ſeeming inconſiſtencies perfectly 
to your ſatisfaction. We will take our leave 
of Spa to morrow. if you have no objection ; 
it has loſt all its attractions in your eyes, and 
I ſhall find the amuſements it affords very 
inſipid, as you will no longer participate in 
* pleaſures; beſides, I know you oY think 
| H 2 every 
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_ every moment an age till 0 reach Brux- 
elles.“ | 

ron MC exceedingly kind, ' my dear 
FS friend, ” faid Henry; I own I am very im- 
patient to hear again from my lovely Joſe- 
phine; and truly grateful for the indul- 
gence you grant to all my wayward fancies, 
1 know you have ſtayed here much longer 
than you at firſt intended upon my account, 


and your preſent propoſal lays me under a 


ſtill ſtronger obligation, and entitles you to 
my unbounded confidence. Here is what 
the letter you have been reading contained,” 
producing the draft while he ſpoke. _ 
“This convinces me,” ſaid the Marquis, 
* much to my ſatisfaction, that Joſephine 
bas more money than ſhe knew how to ſpend 
before ſhe married, and 1 am exceſſively 


happy her election has fallen upon a man 


that will do honour to her choice, and con- 
tribute ſo much to her own felicity. Take 
the banker's order to-morrow to draw for 
your money at Bruxelles, and we will take 
Cur lese of Spa before twelve o'clock,” 

„ This 
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This Henry readily agreed to, and no- 

thing material occurred till they reached 
Bruxelles. The moment they alighted, 
Henry entreated the Marquis to accompany 
him to the bankers ; he made no objection, 
and they ſoon reached Mr. D—-—s. Upon 
declaring his name, that gentleman delivered 
a letter and parcel to Henry, adding, he 
ſhould be excecdingly happy to take the 
charge of any packet he might wiſh to truft 
to his care. Henry told him he meant to 
take advantage of his kind offer, and roſe _ 
with his friend to take his leave, impatient 
to peruſe his Joſephine's letter, and hardly 
allowed himfelf time to reach the hotel 
before he broke the ſeal; it had been 
wrote. as ſhe went through, and merely 
contained a renewal of her former pro- 
miſes, and expreſſions of the moſt poig- 
nant regret, at being reduced to borrow 
the aſſiſtance of pen, ink, and paper to com- 


municate her thoughts to her beloved Henry, 
and concluded by informing him he ſhould 


hear from her again as ſoon as ſhe reached 
"M2: \ her 
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ber preſent home, defiring him to direct 
bis future letters to Madame La Ba- 
ronne de Belville, at Mr. P—'s, banker, in 
Paris. The parecl contained ſome very 
elegant jewels and trinkets which had been 
ordered at Paris, and had met her at Brux- 
elles, and a further ſupply of money. | 


Lou perceive, my good friend,” ad- 

drefling the Marquis, my —— wiſhes 
to make me extravagant.” 

She merely wiſhes you to enjoy a few 


of the luxuries this world affords,” ſaid the 


Marquis, and I have no doubt but you 
will make a very proper ule of fortune's 
favours.” 
« Well, when I get to Paris,” ſaid Henry, 
I will try to ſecond her kind intentions, 
but I do not mtend to make any alteration 
in my way of * during my ſtay at St. 


Omers.” 


Fou are perfectly right there, Harry 3 | 
it would only excite the wonder of a ſet of 
of filly, envious People: though your reſi- 
; ding 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE.” sr 


| ding with me, which you know is a matter 
of courſe, would certainly lay ſome reſtraint, 
upon their tongues, and I don't know we- 
ther a carriage and proper ſuite of ſervants 
might not add to your merit in the 1 of. 
many of your old friends.” | * 
« F am not inclined to try the experiment; 
and though I am of your Lordſhip's opint- 
on, nay, even think ſuch appendages might 
ſecure me a little common civility from 
my good- tempered aunt, I am determined 
not to appear in a different ſtyle * Jam 
allo ved to acknowledge my marriage. 
« Make no raſh reſolves, perhaps your 
Joſephine may make a point of your rolling 
about the ſtreets of Paris in your carriage. | 
She will moſt likely know how you live, 
and may wiſh you to appear with ſome de- 
gree of ſplendour in the beau monde. 
„ ſhall certainly, as far as lies in my 
power, conform to her deſires, Marquis; 
ſtill, it would very ill become me to aſſume 
the appearance of a man of conſequence, at 
leaſt before ſhe condeſcends to acknowledge 
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me publicly for her huſband ; however, I 
know better how to regulate my con- 
duct a few months hence, and I am ſure if 
you continue to favour me with your ad- 
vice, I ſhall never expoſe myſelf to the ſhafts 
of ridicule, the thing of all others I moſt 
dread. But I muſt now ſet about anſwer- 
ing the two kind letters I have already re- 
_ ceived, elſe my Joſephine might complain 
(and with very juſt reaſon) of * ingrati- 


„ 


Let me adviſe you to- eat your ſupper 
before you ſet about fuch an arduous taſk,” 
ſaid the Marquis; a few glaſſes of good 
Rheniſh will exhilerate your ſpirits amazing- 
ly, and they auen t to be in alto upon ſuch 
an occaſion.” 


\Heary 3 to the propoſal, unwilling 
to derange his friend, ſpent the greateſt part 


[- 1 the night at his pen, directed his truly 


- ,yoluminous packet to the Baronne de Bel- 
ville, and left it to the care of Mr. D—. 


wth 


As 
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As the Marquis did not wiſn to make 
any ſtay at Bruxelles, they proceeded im- 1 
mediately to Liſle, and the next day reached * 
St Omers Ju before dark, " 


CHAP, XII 


It was now the middle of October. They 
drove immediately to the Marquis's old 
quarters in the Rue St. Bertin, and as his 
Lordſhip had ſent a courier forward, ſoon 
let down to a very good dinner. | 


| They had ſcarcely finiſhed their meal, | 
before ſeveral of the ſuperior officers came to 
„„ ax 


— 


154 © MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 

pay their reſpects to their Colonel, and 
Henry ſeized the opportunity to wait upon 
his kind relations. The Marquis made him 
promiſe to return to ſupper, and entreated 


Be would call upon the Chevalier Macharty, 
and bring him along with him if he found 


| him at home. 


Henry ſoon reached Mr. Weſthorpe's 
door, at which he knocked with rather more 
authority than formerly, determined to regu- 
late his behaviour by theirs; if he met with 
a kind or even a civil reception, (which he 
by no means expected) he would treat them 
with equal politeneſs; but if his aunt was in 
one of her agreeable moods, he would make 
a very ſhort viſit, and trouble her as little as 
poſſible with his company during his ſtay in 
her neighbourhood. He was let in by 
Cecile, with whom he had always been a 
great favourite, and by way of repaying her 
in ſome degree for her paſt kindneſs and fre- 
quent good offices, he ſlipped two fix livre 
pieces into her hand, making her a fign at 
* i the 
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the ſame time to hold her tongue. -Few- 
people underſtood a hint or their own in- 
tereſt better than Cecile ; ſhe merely. made 
him a very low courteſy, and haſtened before 
him to open the parlour door, giving him as 
ſignificant look while ſo doing, and glancing. 
her eyes towards a: ſmall mahogany claw-- 
table, one of Mrs. Weſthorpe' s great boaſts z. 
indeed this elegant piece of furniture. wass 
rather a-phznomenon at St..Omers, and. not. 
a little envied by the other Britith reſidents. 
But the object towards which Cecile meant. 
to direct Henry's eyes, was two ſmall candles 
which graced this ſaid table; this was a 
luxury Mrs. Weſthorpe never permitted 
herſelf, except when ſhe had company ſhe 
thought entitled to ſo prodigious a mark of 
reſpect. Henry therefore. caſt his eyes 
round the room in expectation of ſeeing, 
ſome viſitor of diſtinction; his aunt was 
fitting at ſome diſtance from the door, and: 
near her fat a ſtout, ſhort gentleman, be: 
tween forty and fifty, dreſſed rather ſhab-- 
bily, ſtill his boots and other etcetras deno- 
H 6. ted: 
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ted him. to be. an Engliſhman ; his counte 


To mance" exprefled an uncommon ſhare of ſelf- 


ſufficiency and arrogant pride, and his fore - 
head ſeemed to have contracted an habitual 
wrinkle: from inceſſant frowning * his. 
inferiors. 


i e fine figure, elegant manners, and 
appearance, were perfectly calculated to in- 
ſpire reſpect. The ſtranger made a ſort of 
ſtart from his chair, bowed very profoundly, 
and as inſtantaneouſly ſeemed hurt at the 
mark of deference he had almoft involun- 
tarily paid a handſome countenance and a 
genteel travelling dreſs; convinced, no man 
of ſuperior, if of equal rank to himſelf, ever 
viſited at Mr. Weſthorpe's. 


Henry returned the compliment with the 

utmoſt eaſe and grace, and was going to 

addreſs his aunt, who, from not having fat 

in a good: ſhade, had not immediately re- 

8 cognized his features; z but the moment ſhe 
5 dad, thus began: 

| « What, 
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„ What, is it you, bay, at this time of: - © 


night? for God's ſake where did you ſpring 
from? has your French Marquis turned his 5 
back upon you at laſt? J entreat, Sir 
Richard, (turning to the ſtranger) you would 
not move, I am quite ſhocked to think this 
conſequential puppy has deranged you; it 
is only Mr. Weſthorpe' s nephew, whom 
you have often heard me mention, the ſon 
of his poor ſilly body of a ſiſter, and we 
have been troubled with the care of him 
from the time he was a year old; he is in 
want of a lodging or ſomething, or he 
would not have come to look after us.“ 


The Baronet flid down upon his chair 
again, while every feature ſwelled with 
pride, diſdain and contempt were legibly ex- 
| prefled upon his countenance 3 he drew 
hunſelf up as ſoon as he had reſumed his 
ſeat, then ſtretched out his leg, and drew 
his boots up, trying to aſſume an air of ad- 
ditional. conſequence, and to ſtrike this de- 
peadait upon Mr. Weſthorpe' S family with 


a lenſe - 5 


= 
% 
- 
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a ſenſe of his inferiority, but perfectly filed 
in the n 


aun by no means diſconcerted at a 
reception he fo fully expected, and had ſo 
often experienced, only ſmiled, and ſaid, 
was in hopes of finding . . at 
home, Madam.“ 

„ We, and in hopes of Goding me * 0 
no doubt, but you find you are miſtaken.” 

« You really wrong me, Madam, I am par- 
ticularly happy to find FD ſo well, and in. 
ſuch | | 


This ironical reply threw: her quite off 
Her guard, and unmindful of Sir Richard's 
preſence, ſhe exclaimed, with the face and 
accent of one of the furies, Inſolent 
puppy!“ and would have proceeded in an 
equal ſtrain of invective, if Henry had not 
ſaid very calmly, < Do you expect my uncle 
at homein the courſe of the evening, Madam, 
or ſhall I be more-likely to meet with him 
in the morning? 

5 Mrs.“ 


the leaſt attention to the Baronet, who had! + 
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Mrs. Weſthorpe, more and more pro- 
voked to find ſhe could not irritate this de- 
dendant nephew, whom ſhe hated more cor- 
dially than ever, would certainly have level- 


led one, if not both the candleſticks at his 
head, if ſhe had not fortunately recollected 


they were not te- d- tete. And the Baronet, | 
eager to convince Henry of his vaſt import - 
ance, ſaid, in a dictatorial tone, extending 
himſelf in his chair while he ſpoke, (Mr. 
Weſthorpe is gone out upon buſineſs of 
mine, young fellow, and as he will, no doubt, 
make all the haſte in his power, you may 
expect to ſee him in a very few minutes. 
„Then, with your permiſſion, Madam,“ 


ſaid Henry, I will wait his return,“ ta- 


king a chair unaſked, and without paying 


convinced him he was not a polite, though 
he might be a: great man. I hope * N 
couſins are all well,“ he continued. 
«It would better have became you, "REY | 
to have inquired after the Mr. and Mis 
Weſthorpe' s ?. Did: you ſuppoſe, becauſe T 
1 5 5 nan 
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permitted you to addreſs them with fucli 
flamiliarity while you were all children, I 
ſhould ſuffer you to give yourſelf ſuch airs 
now? if you did, you never was more miſ- 
taken in your liſe; but your aſſurance really 
grows inſufferable. Ho dare you to ſeat 
poutſelf in my houſe, and in Sir Richard 
Claymore's preſence, without my. leave? if 
I had had my will, your inſolence ſhould not 
| have, roſe to this pitch. But pray, Mr. 
Scapegrace, where is your French Marquis? 
I never could pronounce his name, did you 
come with him, or has he returned you 
upon your. uncle's hands? ſuch. friends are 
more likely to mar than to make your for- 
tune.” | 
3 left the Marquis D'Orcy at his lodg- 
ings in the Rue St. Bertin, Madam,” Gd 
Henry, « and 1: am convinced he will be 
very much flattered when he learns how 
Kindly you have inquired after his health.” 
No would not this fellow provoke a 
1 Saint, Sir Richard, I never knew him fo im- 
| en. before ; but mark my words, boy, 
5 if 


\ 
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if Mr. Weſthorpe ever allows you to 0 
under this roof again, the ſame houſe ſhall 
not hold us both“ 


4 have too great a regard for my une 
Madam, to allow you to put ſuch a bitter 
threat into n ſaid een with a 


half ſmile.“ 


6 Oh! you ſeem to come on n charmingiy, 


fellow,” ſaid the enraged matron ; but 


don't think to ſneer at me, I only wiſh 1 


was your commander, depend upon it you 
ſhould not loiter your time away in the 


manner you do at preſent, I would give * 


a little wholefome diſcipline.” 
Ill am very much obliged to you, Madam, 
for the lively intereſt you take in my wel- 


fare, ſaid Henry, © I wonder your zealous 
friendſhip does not prompt you to write to- 


my brave Colonel, Baron Falkenheim, your 


advice would certainly haye great weight.” 


Mrs. Weſthorpe did not perfectly com- : 
prehend the purport of this ſpeech; there» - 


fore, unwilling to diſplay her ignorance, ſhe 


merely ſaid, Not I—Ithall neither med- 


dle 
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die nor make, fo long as you don't come 
here to torment me and my family; I have 


waſhed my hands of you, let others find you 
out as I have done.” 


| Sir Richard Claymore, of whom it may 
perhaps be neceſſary to ſay a few words, had 
muddled away, rather than ſpent, a noble 
fortune, and had for ſome time, through 
motives of conomy, been an inhabitant of 
St. Omers; and though now reduced to a 
very ſmall income, he ſtill expected to meet 
with the utmoſt reſpect from his country- 
men; and as ſome of them thought his 
eſtate might come round again in time, they 
were willing to pay him the tribute he ex- 

acted, in hopes of reaping the fruits of their 
preſent condeſcenſion at ſome future period. 


Mr. Weſthorpe was among the number, and 


his wife, flattered at being taken notice of by 
a Baronet and his Lady, agreed with him 
; (contrary to her uſual cuſtom) upon this 
occaſion, The-families were therefore upon. 
a * familiar footing.. 

Henry 
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Henry had heard Sir Richard's name 
mentioned when he laſt viſited St. Omers, 
and had learnt hrs character from the Che- 
valier Macharty ; it is therefore to be ſup- 

poſed he felt but little degree of reverence 
for his ſuperior rank, and it may be eaſily 
conceived, after what he had witneſſed, and 
often heard repeated before, the Baronet had 
not formed a very high opinion of Mr. 


Weſthorpe's nephew; and as Mrs. Weſ-. 
thorpe's marked diſpleaſure ſeemed to make 


no ſort of impreſſion upon the hardened _ 
. youth, he undertook to bring him to a due 

| ſenſe of his unworthineſs, in revenge for the 
careleſs manner in which he had treated a 


man of his ſuperior ſtandard-;; therefore aſſu- 


ming an unuſual degree of authority, and 
in the moſt imperative tone; he ſaid, You 
are 1n the French army, I underſtand, young 

man.“ = 

Henry merely bowed. 

« 'There, Sir Richard, there,”* faid Mrs. 
Weſthorpe, „you find he don't think you 
worthy an anſwer : leave my houſe this mo- 

x ment; | 
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ment; if theſe are the manners you have 
learnt among your quality friends, why I 
never deſire to keep ſuch ſort of company; 
but you ſhall not come here to ſhew your 
- airs, J can promiſe you, I will be miſtreſs of 
tis houſe as long as I live, you ſhall find to 
your ſorrow, Mr. Henry Weſthorpe. I 
wonder, Sir Richard, you honoured him ſo 


25 far as to ſpeak to him; but, thank God, 


here comes your uncle, he ſhall ſhew you 
. the door, I promiſe you, or I will know the 
: reaſon why.” | 


Henry made no ſort of anſwer to all theſe 
menaces, and had come to a reſolution never 

to expoſe himſelf to any future inſults from 
a woman fo devoid of principle and feeling. 
Cecile, who had let her maſter in, had alſo 
told him who was in the parlour. 


Thus prepared, Mr. Weſthorpe made 
his appearance, and gave Henry a ſort of 
hearty welcome before he addreſſed Sir 
Richard, who exceſſively piqued to find 

4 - he 
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he was overlooked in favour of a perſon he 
began ſo tzoroughly to deſpiſe, ſaid, Have 
you got my buſineſs done, Mr. Weſthorpe, 
I am in haſte, and have ſtaid much longer 
than I intended.” . 
« And if you were acquainted, Mr. Wel. 
thorpe,”” ſaid his better half, with the 
treatment Sir Richard Claymore met with 
in your houſe, and from that nephew of 
your's, I think it would be the laſt time 
you would put it in ſuch a fellow's power 
to inſult your gueſts,” 
« Do, pray, allow me to anſwer Sir 
Richard, Mrs. Weſthorpe,” ſaid her huf- 
band, in a tone ſhe knew e of no 


reply. 


The obedient matron courteſied in ſilence, 
claſped her hands together, and raiſed her 
eyes to heaven, meaning, no doubt, to call 
down bleſſings upon her lord and maſter's 
head, while Mr, W thus addrefled 5 

the Baronet ;— | | 


cc No 
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No one will give caſh for your note, Sir 
Richard ; I have tried at: four of the firſt 


* houſes.” 


Not give caſh for. a note of 8 
mond's you aſtoniſh me, Mr. Weſthorpe ; 
but what the d—1 am I to do? I want 
money to get to England; they are ten 
times more obliging at Calais. Do theſe 
fellows take me for a ſwindler, or what are 
their objections?“ 

LMerely that theſe are notes they have 
not been accuſtomed to, Sir Richard; but 
I believe I have as much money by me, 
which is very much at your ſervice.” | 
Well, I don't know what to fay, Weſ- 
| | thorpe, I believe I muſt accept your offer; 
will you keep that note, or ſhall -I give you 
a draft upon London?“ — 

There is no neceſſity for either, Sir 
Richard,“ ſaid Weſthorpe, to convince the 
Baronet he was at leaſt his equal in point of 
fortune; you will repay me when you re- 
turn to St. Omers, leaving the room to 
©, fetch 
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fetch the money as ſoon as he had done 
ſpeaking. 

The Baronet ſtrutted about during his 
abſence, c—s—d St. Omers and all its in- 
habitants, ſaying, looking at Mrs. Weſ⸗ | 
thorpe while he was ſpeaking, « I ſhould 
| have been in a pretty hobble if I had wanted 
five hundred or a thouſand pounds, but 1 
never drew for money in this way before; it 
is really e Weſthorpe was able to 
ſupply me. x 

'« And J am ſure, Sir Richard, Mr. Wel 
thorpe is equally happy it was in his power, 
ſaid the courteous lady. She was proceed · 
ing to apologize for Henry's behaviour, when 
Mr. Weſthorpe returned with twenty Louis, 
which he counted out to the Baronet, who 
now took his leave of them for a few months, 
as he meant to ſet off the next morning for 
— 


Mrs. Weſthorpe ſent a very reſpeftul 
meſſage to Lady Claymore; and after a 
profuſion of good wiſhes on all fides, Sir 

| Richard 
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Richard made his exit, without taking the 


leaſt notice of Henry, who had remained 
ftanding from the moment his uncle had 
made his appearance, and now FO to 


take his leave. 


Mr. Weſthorpe deſired him to fit down, 


faying, Why in ſuch haſte, Harry, we 


don't ſee you ſo often?“ 

„ My aunt has a vaſt deal to ſay to you, 
Sir, and I wiſh to allow her time; beſides, 
I hne ſeveral” places to call at before I go 


home, to the ——_ mor s apartments, 


I mean—"" 
We ſhan't be worthy to wipe- the duſt 


off his ſhoes, Mr. Weſthorpe, ſaid his 


better half; but it is all your doing, 
you don't know how I have been treated 
by the good-for-nothing puppy,” and fairly 


burſt into tears, which ſhe had always at 
command, upon the bare recollection of the 


unmerited inſults ſhe had met with. She 


| then eh in a” voice ſcarcely audible 


through 
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9 through ſobs and paſſion, to accuſe Henry 
in the moſt grols and iHiberal manner. 


Mr. Weſthorpe, 3 to think 
it his intereſt to behuve with ſome degree. 
of politeneſs to his nephew, and who made 
it a point to contradict his wife in every 
thing, took the contrary fide of the queſ- 
tion, and proteſted Henry ſhould make his 
houſe his home at all times, and when ever 
he choſe. And pray who was this Sir 


Richard - Claymore ſhe made fuch a fuſs * 


about? why a poor halt-ruined . Baronet, 


diminiſhed. Of what uſe would ſych a 
man's friendſhip have been to Henry, or 
what had he or any of them to fear from 
1 him.“ * 


Mrs. Weſthorpe retorted ſtill more warm- 
, and indeed the diſpute threatened to be- 
come truly ſerious, when Cecile made her 
appearance, and clapping her bands to het 
A ens, 


whoſe pride had increaſed as his fortune had TY. 
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ears, ſcreamed out, An Engliſh gentle- 


man wiſhes to ſee you, _ * 


2 Mr. Weſthorpe's TRIS inſtantly regain- 


ed ſome degree of compoſure ; he turned 


from his wife with an expreſſive ſhake of the 


head, and addreſſing Goule, Does any 


body want me? 
„Les, Sir, an Engliſh gentleman, I tell 


you again; how many times muſt 1 * 
the ſame thing? | 


Well, but who is ah has this gentleman 


no name? 
„ Moſt likely,” aud the Pm 
Cecile, except he came into the world 


by chance, but I never ſaw him before, and 


he merely told me he was an Engliſhman, 
and wiſhed to ſee you, ſo I thought he would 


tell you all he intended you ſhould know 


without my aſking any further queſtions.” 
« Mrs Weſthorpe, who had never been 


able to accuſtom herſelf to the inſolence of 


French ſervants, nor had ever taken the 
by”. Pon 22. pe 


e m mi Oar 
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proper method to corre&t it, now exclaimed, 
us Dirty drab, I will | 
« For heaven's fake, Mrs. Weſthorpe,” 


ſaid/ her huſband, don't | expoſe eee bs +. 


this manner before ſtrangers.” | 
Don't tell me of ſtrangers,” ſaid. the 
termagant matron, * I care for nobody; 
all the world ſhall ſee and know how I am 
treated by you, your beggarly relations, and 
trollop of a ſervant. - Here have I been 
making a ſlave cf myſelf in a foreign country. 
to ſave a trifle for my own dear children 
who I ſuppoſe will be turned out of doors as 
well as myielf one of theſe days to make room- 
for that e impudent | 


Mr, ' Weſthorpe made but two aüdes 
acroſs the room, and ſhe would certainly 
have felt the weight of his hand, if he had 
not reflected that the door was half Open, 
and that the ſtranger, who muſt have heard 
the diſpute, could alſo ſee all his actions; 
he therefore contented himſelf with trying 
to annihilate her with his frowns, while he 

4 ordered a 


— — 
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ordered Cecile to introduce the gentle- 
man. F 
| mere to whom ſuch ſcenes no longer 
afforded any novelty, had ſtood a very quiet 
ſpectator of the whole; he meant to have 
let the room with Cecile, but was rather 
curious to ſee what fort of a reception this 
viſtor would meet with, and how he would 
himſelf behave after having overheard the 
polite dialogue which had juſt paſſed between 
Mr. and Mrs. Weſthorpe, of whom, from the 
ſpecimen he had heard of their coverſat ion, 
he muſt have formed a very high opinion. 


5 CHAP, 
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_ CHAP. XIll. © 


Ax elderly man, between hfty and fixty, 
very genteelly dreſſed, now made his appear» 
ance, preceded by Cecile; he made a ge» 
neral bow as ſoon as he was within the 
door, Mr. Weſthorpe and Henry returned 
the compliment in ſilence, and Mrs. Weſ⸗ 
thorpe, whoſe tears had now made way for 
a ſort of forced ſmile, courteſied unu ually 
low, to convince her huſband of her obedi- 
ence, and the ſtranger of her good-breedingz 
then perceiving there was but one candle 
burning, (for ſhe was fo rigid an &conomilt, 
* ſhe 
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+ the had put the other out the moment Sir 
Richard had left the room) ſhe aſked Cecile 
+. Who had extinguiſhed the other light? 
Axarice, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid the undaunted 
maid, delighted at finding ſo favourable an 
opportunity of retaliating upon her miſtreſs 
in her own ſtyle. 
 « Impertinent flut!”—A look of her 
huſband's cut the phraſe, and ſent Cecile 
out of the room. 
Mr. Weſthorpe now 8 the ſtranger 
5 eld be ſeated, adding, by way of an ex- 
euſe for the paſt and late want of reſpect in 
Cecile, French ſervants were * 


= „ 


i « The "FINN er bowed; and thei 
card, ] preſume I have the NAG. of 
addrefling Mr. Weſthorpe.” “. 
That is my name, Sir, was the wo 
Jou are the only ſon of the late Dr: 
Weſthorpe, of Lincoln, if 1 e INg 
3 8 - 
| « The 
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© The ſame, Sir,” faid Mr. YO | 
« pray why theſe queſtions?” ? x 

The buſineſs I come upon muſt plead 
my excuſe, Sir, for I muſt aſk you a few 
more. You had a ſiſter who married ta'e 
late Colonel Henry Cleveland, ſecond ſon to. 
the preſent Sir William Cleveland,” 

Very true, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Weſthorpe, 
who ſeemed exceſſively agitated, and hardly 
to know what he ſaid, and turning to Henry, 
who remained ſtanding and leaning upon. 
the back of a chair, he gave him a lock 
meant to inform him he could very well diſ- 
penſe with his company; but the ftranger's 
laſt queſtion concerning Mr. Weſthorpe's 
ſiſter, whom Henry ſuppoſed to be his mo- 
ther, made him too anxious to hear what 
this gentleman had further to ſay upon this 
ſubject to induce him to take his uncle's: 
hint. : 


The ftranger- was in an uncomfortable 
fituation ; he ſaw he was not a very wel- 
come Sueſt, found he confuſed both the 

ET” © maſter 
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maſter and miſtreſs of the houſe, who often 
tooked at each other, and ſeemed totally to 
hate forgot their late animoſity ; willing, 
therefore, to come to the point, he thus 
proceeded, king ae at Mr. Weſ⸗ 
dune e — 


Colonel CM lefe al a ſon behind bw. 
Sir Wuliam has long known, and now un- 


5 derſtands that you, Mr. Weſthorpe, were 


appointed this young gentleman's guar- 


an,” 
"By 


Mr. Weſthorpe looked ſteadſaſtly at 
Henry, and then at the door, while he ſaid, 
We will talk over on matter in a few - 
minutes, Sir,” 


. 3 kis piercing eyes upon his 
- uncle's face, and without ſpeaking, gave 
him to underſtand he did not chuſe to leave 
the room. He now began ſtrongly to ſuſ- 


pect he was the perſon the ſtranger ſeemed = 


to have come in queſt of, he was the only 
| young man b that had ever been under Mr Wel- 
12 thorpe's 
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there! scare, and had been told 5 him he 
was his ſiſter's ſon, therefore the moſt pe- | 
remptory order would not now have com- 
pelled him to quit the houſe. : 


The ſtranger, who had perceived the-- 
kgns Mr. Weſthorpe had made his nephew, | 
and had allo remarked the anxious curiaſity | 
now viſible upon Henry's fine countenance... 
choſe to gratify it by a farther explanation, 
without attending to the wiſh Mr. Wel- 
thorpe had expreſſed, he therefore thus pro- 
ceeded':—< I have the honour of officiating 1 
as ſteward to Sir William Cleveland, Sir, 
and am come by my maſter's orders to in- 
quire where this young gentlenzan, his grand- | 
ſon, now is, as he is become ſole heir to the. = 
title and vaſt eſtates Sir William now: pol 
leſſes; his eldeſt ſon, the late Mr. Wil- 
ham Cleveland, has been dead theſe. tem 
years, (but this I preſume you, know) and 
that he left but one lon behind him, who. 
paid the debt of nature three months ago. 
and died unmarried. Since this melancholy 

OY iS event. 
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event took place, Sir William has been but 
too ſenſible of the injuſtice with which be 
freated his once darling ſon, Colonel Henry 


Cleveland, and now only wiſhes to atone 


for his paſt neglect of his grandſon as much 
as lies in his power, by transfering the love 
he once bore the father to the ſon; and he 
ordered me to tell you, Mr. Weſthorpe, he 
füincerely wiſhes your fifter had lived to wit- 
| nels his repentance.” 


Henry, who was, as has been before ob- 
ferved, leaning upon the back of a ſtraw 


2 chair, had graſped the top round ſo faſt, that 
 ___ at this moment it gave a craſh in his hand, 


made him ſtart, and again fixing his eyes 
upon his uncle, having very little doubt but 
| he was the perſon the ſteward was come in 
- fearch' of. At any other time Mrs. Welſ- 

thorpe would not have allowed her chairs to 
have been broken with impunity ; but con- 
fuſion and amazement now kept her filent, 
"RE Gig not even raiſe her hands and eyes, 
hen 
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her uſual reſource when denied the al of 
her nen 


8 Welthorpe' S 9 9 far mp 
her's ; he made ſeveral fruitleſs attempts to 
ſpeak. As the ſtranger's eyes were full upon 
him, and he flood anxiouſly expecting an 
anſwer, at laſt, with a forced ſmile, he was 
able to ſay, My joy has really overcome 
me, I never was ſo much nor ſo-agreeably 
ſurpriſed in all my liſe;“ then looking at 
Henry, my deareſt nephew, let me intro- 
duce you properly to this gentleman; this, 
Sir, (turning to the ſtranger) is Sir William 
Cleveland's grandſon, and my ſiſter's ſon, 
whom I have always tenderly loved for her 
fake,” advancing while he ſpoke, and fling- 
ing his arms round Henry, proteſting he was 
unable to expreſs. half the en * 
a cb. | 


Henry did. not feel himſelf 11 . re- 
turn this warm embrace with any degree of 

3 W conſiderably increaſed Mr. 

16 MWeſthorpe's 
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. Weſthorpe's embarraſſment, who now ſaid, | 
I am convinced, my dear nephew, I can 
excuſe myſelf perfectly to your ſatisfaction 
for having ſo long kept you in ignorance of 
voti real origin; I merely followed the ſtrict 
orders I received from your deceaſcd father, 
and ſuch commands were not to be in- 
tringed, you know, merely to gratify your 
eariofity;, or the ſtrong deſire I often felt to 
inform you how nearhy you were related to 
. the Cleveland family; but the laſt wiſhes of 


_ myeverto-beregrettedand much honoured 


brother-in-law, were, that you. ſhould» be 
brougfit up as you have: been, and that you 
ſhould bear my name, and I thought it my 
duty to comply. Tou are ſenſible that I 
have paid the utmoſt attention to your edu- 
cation, and muſt own. I flatter myſelf that 
Sir William Cleveland will think me deſerv- 
ing his thanks upon that ſcore; but had L 
thought (much more known) you ſtood the 
flighteft chance of becoming ſole heir to 
| [your grandfather's vaſt fortune, Fſhould:cer- 


u _ 3 very differently ; but I was 
| ; 0-4 totally | 
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- 


totally: unacquainged! hath with. Bie 


tiam's promotion to his preſent title, and 
the death of his late grandſon, whom I al- 
ways underſtood was to inherit all his pro- 
perty. Now' fuch a reflection would cer- 
tainly have hurt your noble mind, had you 
known the predicament you were in, and 
that you were hitherto conſidered as an alien 


by your father's family; therefofe, I really 


think, all things conſidered, I ſhould have 
acted by you as I have done, though 
no merit, but in complying with the requeſt 
of your deceaſed father.” Mr. Weſthorpe 
now turned to the fteward; and thus con- 
tinued, with no ſmall degree of emphaſis. 
My nephew has been brought up as a gen- 


tleman, Sir, and has very lately entered the 
French ſervice with the moſt brilliant prof- - - 
pects; my intereſt, added to his on merit, 


I claim 


has procured him ſome very powerful friends, 


but I am convinced he will rejoice as ſincere- 
ty as 1 do at the preſent fortunate and un- 
expected change in his future proſpeds.“ 


The 
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The ſteward had liſtened with toleiable 
patience to this prolix harangue, but haſtily 
ſtepped forward while Mr. Weſthorpe ſtop- 
ped to take breath, and advancing towards 
Henry, bowed with the utmoſt reſpect, 
faying; Allow me, my dear young maſter, 
to congratulate you in my turn; my eyes 
did not deceive me, though I hardly dare 
permit myſelf to ſuppoſe you were the ſon 
of my late beloved maſter Henry, yet 
think I never ſaw a ſtronger reſemblance be- 
tween father and ſon. What happineſs Sir 
William has in ſtore for him]! may every 
bleſſing attend you in this world and the 
next, ſay I, from the very bottom of my 

Foul.” Tears of rapture actually ſtood in 
the good old man's eyes as he concluded 
ſpeaking, and there was an expreſſion of ho- 
neſt benevolence in his countenance, which 
had greatly prepoſſeſſed Henry in his fayour, 
who now ſaid; ' 1 
ll thank you moſt nb but "many 

teſt I feel as if L was hardly awake. I cer- 
air cannot blame you, Sir, (looking at 
Mr. 
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Mr. Weſthorpe) ſince you merely: obeyed 
my father's orders, and don't doubt but 
had you been acquainted with the recent 
_ events that have taken place in my grand- 
father's family, you would in ſome meafute - 


have prepared me for this fodder tran- 5 


ſition.“ 
« Moſt bertalliy, my char derben 
I am aſtoniſhed, Mr. Weſthorpe,” ſaid 


the ſteward, © you ſhould be ſo totally igno- 
rant of the changes that have taken place 


in a family your nephew Was ſo * con- 
nected with.“ ; 


„ This hint by n no means pleaſed the per. 


{oh to whom it was addreſſed, and he faid, 


with ſome heſitation, I have not been in 


England for ſome years, Sir; but this very 
morning I commiſſioned a friend, who is on 


the eve of his departure for London, to 


make ſome inquiries concerning the Cleve- 
land family, without giving him reaſon to 


ſuppoſe me very much intereſted in the re- 
ſult. You ſaw the very gentleman here this 


evening, Henry, Sir Richard Claymore.“ 
| 6 Henry 


— — . m ] — — 
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Henry did not give his uncle the moſt 


| N credit for his veracity in this 
| WE but took no notice, and the ſtew- 


3 ſeemed to . this is very por 


Mr. Weſthorpe, now totally recovered 
from his confuſion, and exceſſively happy 


to find he had acquitted himſelf ſo much to 
the ſatisfaction of his audience, again took 


Henry's hand, and renewed his congratula- 


tions in the ſtrongeſt terms. 


Henry Was exceſſively at a loſs to define 


his: oer feelings upon this occaſion ; he in 


Kkely: to ariſe from ** Laber ths 


publicly acknowledging him for his heir : 


would certainly add conſiderably to the hy 
pineſs of his Joſephine to find him thus 
raiſed perhaps to an equality with herſelf in 
point of birth and fortune, yet he muſt im- 
mediately quit the kingdom ſhe inhabited, 


perhaps he ſhould not be able to hear from 


her 


* 
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her again. This unexpected change in his 
circumſtances might induce her to acknow- 
ledge their marriage; then how would his 
grandfather approve of his having married a 
foreigner ? however, at preſent he was vound 
in honour not to diſcloſe the ſecret, and 
what had he to dread from Sir William's 
diſpleaſure? what vaſt merit was there in 
what the Baronet had done ? and ſhould he 
diſinherit him, (if fuch a thing was in his 
power) he was. not in want of his fortune. 
Theſe refled ions crouded upon his mind ſo 
rapidly, that he remained for ſome time 
buried in thought. The ſteward rouſed him 
by turning over ſome papers in his pocket- 
book which he held in bis hand. Henry 

gave a, look round bim; Mr. Weſthorpe's 
eyes were fixed upon the fleward ; his'wife's 
countenance had undergone a total change—. 


her face was unuſually! lengthened, and her 

eyes expreſſed a ſort of penitential ſprrow:; 
ſhe raiſed her hands mechanically, when the - 
caught Henry's eyes upon her, and ſaid, in 
an audible whiſper, „The Lord be praiſed 


or 
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for 4 things! This pious en 
_ aſtoniſhed bim, and the old ſteward had 
ſome difficulty to canccab a ſmile, having 
overheard great part of the ſcene * had 


- e his entrance. | 


Nr. Weſthorpe, EY bad rerbethed the- | 
effec his wife's piety had upon his nephew, 
ſaid, Why, my dear, what are you think- 
ing of? you do not wiſh our 1 joy 
mee „n 

The good lady, gently raiſing her eyes, 
ſaid, No one rejoices more, my dear; 1 
have been offering up my prayers for his 
future welfare, may the Almighty con- 
tinue to ſhower down his bleſſings upon 
him. I know I have often, though. un- 
| aſked, offered him my advice from the pureſt 
motives, (for no one was more intereſted in 

his happineſs) and I looked upon it my duty 
to watch over him as much as I did over 
bis couſins“ | 


This grave ſpeech aid not pleaſe her 
4 duſband; he faw it had” diverted” both 
| Henry 
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Henry and the ſteward, and that was not 
exactly what he wiſhed, ſo he ſaid, in a 
 pettiſh tone, No more args: Len- 
p treat. * f 
I am very Sy if I have not expreſſed 
myſelf properly, my dear,” ſaid the now gen- 
tle Mrs. Wefthorpe ; © have really been 
very much flurried, my dear nephew; may 
heaven bleſs and preſerve you; I am ſure 
your generous heart will make re F a one 


fejonce at your good fortune. 
The old ſteward, who was g with 


ſome papers in his hand, the concluſion of _ 


Mrs. Weſthorpe's kind wifhes, now pre- 

ſented a letter to Henry, ſaying, From | 
your grandfather, Sir, and I was particularly 
ordered by Sir William to tell you when I 
delivered it, that the expreſſions it contained 


are by no means equivalent to the affection 


he already feels for you, nor the impatience 

with which he expects your arrival; and I 
may fafely add, if the moſt unbounded re- 
gard and unlimited indulgence can inſure 
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your felicity in this world, you will be com- 
pleatly happy.” 


Henry could not help thinking there was 


ſome degree of reſemblance in point of diſ- 
poſition between his grandfather and his 


aunt, and could not very well reconcile him- 
ſelf to theſe profeſſions of regard, as Sir 
William had never yet ſeen him ; beſides, 


this ſudden change from abſolute neglect to 
downright adoration was almoſt ludicrous in 


his opinion. He did not, however, com- 


municate his thoughts to the ſteward, but 


took the proffered letter in filence ; it was 


directed to Henry Cleveland, Eſq. and con- 
tained the moſt flattering promiſes and aſſu- 


rances of gratifying every wiſh he could 


form, by way of atoning in a very flight de- 
geree for the late unpardonable neglect he 


had experienced, and concluded, by entreat- 
ing he would ſet out for England as ſpeedily 
as poſſible, as he (Sir William) ſhould think 


every moment an age till he was bleſſed with 
the * of bis now darling grandlon. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Weſthorpe had had a letter put into 


his hands at the fatne time, and from the 
{ame perſon ; it merely contained the Baro- : 


net's requeſt might have been conſtrued into a 


polite order, that he would allow his grandſon 


to return with the bearer, as he ſhou!d in 
future ſupply the place of his deceaſed pa- 
rents, which he had been informed Mr. 
 Weſthorpe had in ſome meaſure hitherto 
done. The words ſome meaſure were a tacit 
reproach Mr. Weſthorpe did not reliſh, 
particularly as his own confcience forced him 
to plead guilty to the charge. 


He was vainly endegvouring to ſilence this 
_ Gfagreeable monitor, when a great buſtle | 
in the paſſage announced the return of h's 
children, who all thre: bounced into the 
rcom, totally regardleſs of the'ftranger ; the 
young gentlemen each exclaiming, « Oh, 
here is Harry ! why when did you come?“ 
while Mits Wefthorpe, with a diſdainful toſs - 
of the head, ſaid, Are thoſe ſmart half 
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. a Spa or a Pariſian faſhion? 1 preſume 
they are caſt· offs of the Marquis D'Orcy's,” 
3 unfortunate ſpeech quite ſhocked 
- Mr. and Mrs. Weſthorpe.—Henry merely 
8 ſmiled and ſaid, I am very happy to ſee 
you, Miſs Weſthorpe, and you, gentlemen,” 

'- bowing to the young men. 
1 56 Mercy on us! mind how formal Henry 
is grown,” ſaid the elder ſon. 

<6 Pray do you know who you are talk- 
ing to?” ſaid Mr. Weſthorpe, in an angry 
peremptory tone ; don't you ſee there is 
a ſtranger pretent, —what a way to addreſs. 
2 coulin.” 


Their father's looks convinced them all 
that they had committed ſome egregious 
blunder; and they now ſtared firſt at him, 
then at Henry, and laſtly at the ſtranger, in 
filent wonder-and amaze. The ſteward was 
highly diverted, ſeeing Henry unable any 
longer to keep his countenance, laughing 
very beart ily at his now humbled couſins, to 
Kid whom 
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whom Mr. Weſthorpe, i in a pompous ſtrain, 
explained the purport of the ſtranger's viſit. 


The young people all tried to appear exceſ- 
ſively rejoiced, and each formed their mouth 
into a ſort of vacant ſmile while they at- 
e to ne Henry. | 


* 


Mrs. Weſthorpe, who remarked ther | 
evident confuſion, faid, her children, like 
herſelf, were too much ſurpriſed. to expreſs 
themſelves as they wiſhed. Henry aſſured 
them he was convinced they all ne So re- 
Joiced at his youu fortune.” oft. I 0 


They all affected to take 1 Peschin the 7 
literal ſenſe, though each felt his real mean- 
ing very ſeverely.— However, in a few 
minutes the whole family got ſeated. Miſs 
Weſtliorpe was infinitely more mortified 
than her brothers ; ſhe had always indulged 
her natural ill- humour and - propenſity to 
ſatire whenever Henry was a reſident in his 
uncle's Howe, and even during the ſhort 


viſits | 


met. 
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| Viſits he paid them, while he remained at | 


the Engliſh college, and had tried to affront 
him that very evening. She now wiſhed 
(though ſhe hardly knew how) to atone for 
her paſt and preſent behaviour, therefore, in 


nan unuſual dulcet voice, ſaid, Pray when 


_ you arrive, couſin ? 
This . Madam,“ was the, : an- 


less whe did not you let us bebe! 
I am ture I would not have engaged myſelf 


out. 


Tau are too obliging, Madam,” ſaid 


Henry, I ſhould have been exceſſively 


ſorry had I been the occaſion of depriving 
you of any amuſement, hitherto I have had 
the good fortune to afford you no ſmall 
- are.” 975 | 


— 


This remark did not raiſe the young 


| | lady's ſpirits; and Mr. Johnſtone (the 


name of the fteward) aſked his young 
© maſter, when it would be convenient 
| for him to leave St. Omers? adding, 


lie 


ta — © — „ meine . 


tc 
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| he knew Sir William's impatknd⸗ would not 
allow him to enjoy a moment's pleaſure till 
he had ſeen his grandſon. | 
« ]- will ſet out to-morrow, if poſlible, 
my good friend,” faid Harry. * with as 
far as lies in my power to conform in every 
reſpect to my grandfather” s wiſhes, but I am 
not abſolutely my own maſter, nor do 1 
know whether I can leave the kingdom with- 
_ a leave of abſence from my Colonel.” 

« Oh, your friend the Marquis D'Orcy 
will take that matter upon himſelf, I dare 
fay;” ſaid Mr. Weſthorpe, “and the ſooner 
you ſet off the better; much as myſelf and 
family ſhall regret to part with you, I would 
not have you diſoblige Sir William upon our 
account for the univerſe. You know'it is 
one of my maxims, my dear Henry, to Wel- 
come the coming, ſpeed the parting, friend.“ 

* came over in Sir William's tra- 
velling poſt-chaiſe, Sir,” ſaid the ſteward, 
and your grandfather has ſent two ſervants 
to attend you to England, as he wiſhes you 

VOL: 1. K hence. 
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| henceforward to appear in a ſtyle ſuitable to 
our rank in life and future expectations. 


Had this brilliant proſpett. been held 
out to Henry before he went to Spa, it 
would have affected him very differently, 

though he felt rather flattered when he re- 
flected he was no longer abſolutely depen- 
dant even upon his beloved Joſephine, but 
determined. to write her a full account of all 
that had befel him before he left St. Omers; 
what perplexed him moſt now, was to 
gueſs how his grandfather knew ſo readily 
where to ſend for him, he therefore imme- 
diately aſked Mr. Johnſtone: 


Sir William has been ſome time in diſ , 
covering your preſent reſidence, Sir; I have 
travelled a great way to learn where you 
were. Soon after your late couſin's death, 
Sir William aſked me whether the ſon he had 
heard bis beloved Henry had left behind 
him was {till living? I-was not able to 
. anſwer tas queſtion, though. 1 have been 
upwards 
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upnards of five and twenty years in Sir Wil- 
' ham's ſervice, and perfedly remember your 
father's marriage with Miſs Weſthorpe; 
but immediately after that event, I was r⸗ 
dered in common with all his houſhold never 
to mention Colonel Cleveland's name, and 
merely learnt his untimely death in defence 
of his country . the medium of a 


newſpaper.“ 


A tear ſtole dewn the old man's cheek 
at the recollection, and Henry was af- 
fected, convinced now of the extent of 
mis loſs by the affection this worthy man 
ſeemed to have had for his father. 5 


be ſteward thus proceeded: I adviſed 
Sir William to apply to Colonel Falkland, 
who had been one of Colonel Cleveland's 
moſt intimate friends, and was the moſt 
likely perſon I then thought to give him 
the wiſhed-for information; this gentleman 
is now upon the Continent, and Sir, Wil- | 
liam's impatience would hardly allow me 

 K2. time 
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time to procure the Colonel's addreſs before 
I was diſpatched with a letter to Yverdun, in 
Switzetland, where he then reſided. Fhad the 
good fortune to meet with him, but all the 
- information he could give me merely amount- 
ed to this, that he had ſeen you while an in- 
fant ſoon after your father's departure for 
America, and that you were then at nurſe in 
| village near Lincoln, with a Dame Whita- 
ker, and was living, for any thing he knew 
to the contrary; but that your maternal 
uncle, Mr. Weſthorpe, who reſided at Lin- 
col, would certainly be able to give me the 
lateſt account of you. I returned to Eng- 
land and gave in my report, and was only 
| allowed to ſpend one night at Cleveland 
Houſe before I was diſpatched to Lincoln; 
thers I learnt that Mr. Weſthorpe now re- 
ſided upon the Continent, but where, no one 
could inform me; ſo I proceeded to Dame 
Whitaker's, who was very communicative, 
good {oul, (giving Mr. Weſthorpe a look, 
as much as to ſay ſhe had not ſpoke much in 
was N and referred me for farther par- 


ticulars 
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ticulars to Mr. Parker, where I learnt all 1 


wiſhed to know, and am very happy to find 8 


my . are now ee to a n 
ſion. | 


Mr. Weſthorpe had not fat very eaſy 
upon his chair during the latter part of the 
ſteward's ſtory; he hemmed, coughed, and 
looked every way but at the good man and 
Henry, which by no means raiſed him in the 
latter's opinion, and he did not feem to 
ſtand very high in the former's. 


Mr. Johnſtone now roſe to take his leave, 
telling his young maſter he had ſtopped at 
the poſt-houſe where he had left the ſervants 
and carriage, and would wait upon him at 
his own hour in the morning to receive his 
commands, which he hoped would be to pre- 
pare for their departure. 


e truſt you will not be diſappointed; my 
good friend,” ſaid Henry; you will find 
me in 1 the Rue St. Bertm—any body will 

K 83 inform 
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inform you where the Marquis D _ 

lbdges.” 0 
| Mr. Weſthorpe eagerly ais, « Oh ! but 
we cannot think of parting with you to- 
night, my dear Harry, Mr. Johnſtone will 
both ſup and breakfaft here, and you can 
pay the Marquis a viſit ; but you muſt i 


vour us with your company this evening.” 


Mr. Johnſtone bowed, and ſaid, Though 
honoured by Sir William Cleveland's confi- 
dence, Mr. Weſthorpe, I do not preſume to 
look upon myſelf as his or his grandſon's 
companion. I ſhall certainly wait upon 
you, Sir, (turning to TIF] by 1 nine 0 clock 
to-morrow morning.“ 

« You will find me up, Mr. Johnſtone,” 

_ faid Henry, accompanying him to the door, 
for Mr. Weſthorpe ſcemed almoſt annihi- 
lated by the return his kind invitation had 

met with. 5 4 


"Henry returned vides he had recovered 
from his conſternation, and taking up his 
bat” and cane, wilfed all theſe kind relations 
ec: agood 


a good evening. Mr. Weſthorpe in vain 


tried to induce him to alter his inten- * f 


tion; all his eloquence was thrown away. 
Mrs. Weſthorpe could not aſſume courage 
enough to ſecond his entreaties, after what 
had paſſed before the Baronet, and the young 
folks were ſilent through different motives, 
ſo Henry was allowed to depart, and a moſt 
ſerious general family quarrel took place the 
moment his back was turned. Each was an 
accuſer, and accuſed in turn; and every one 
tried to place the harſh treatment Henry 


had always experienced to the account of 
the -others, till Mr. Weſthorpe, after ſend- 


ing them all to the d—v—J], commanded 8 


ſilence, and then told them he ſhould wait 
upon Henry in the morning, when he hoped 
to bring about a thorough reconciliation be- 
fore they parted, though he had nothing to 
reproach himſelf with; he had always tried 
to ſerve and oblige his nephew, and he defied 
his greateſt enemy to ſay to the contrary; 
he could account for every farthing he had 
received from Colonel Cleveland at a mi- 


„ nute's 


Ve 200 MYSTERIOUS Wirk. 
nute's warning, and he was convinced Sir 


William and Henry would both 3 he had 


been a faithful ſteward. 


This panegyric upon himſelf was inter- 
rupted by the appearance of ſupper, and he 

fat down with the reſt of his family; none 
df them enjoyed their meal, and each in 
tecret repreached themſelves with being the 
occaſion of acc s abſence. 


| They all d early, and Mr. Welthorpe 
ee Was to riſe with the ſun, to convince 
his nephew of the great wiſh he now felt to 
oblige him, and to learn * he ſet out for 


Segen 


CHAP. 
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' CHAP. XIV. 


Henry hurried back to the Marquis's 
apartments, without calling upon the Che- 
valier Macharty, eager to communicate the 
ſteward's arrival, to his beft friend. He 
was actually breathlefs when he entered the 
ſaloon, where he found the Marquis and 
Chevalier, who having heard of their arrival, 
had haſtened to welcome the Dow to St, 
Omers. | 


\ 


« My dear Henry, I thought you long,” | 
faid the Marquis; but you ſeem warm, 


. do 


2 
* — 
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do fit down and recover yourſelf before you 
inform me what has detained you.” 


_ Henry flung himſelf into. a chair, and in 4 | 
few ſeconds began to repeat nearly word for 


word all that had paſſed fince he left the 
Marquis, who, when. he had concluded, con- 
gratulated him very ſincerely, adding, with 
an expreffive look, «I need not tell you 


how fully I participate in the pleaſure this 
unexpected diſcovery of your father's family 
has given you.” . 


The Chevalier expreſſed his joy in the 
kindeft terms. The Marquis gave immedi- 


ate orders to have no one elſe admitted, ſay- 


ing, As this will be the laſt evening Lſhal} 
ſpend in your company for ſome time, my 


dear Harry, I am determined not to be in- 
terrupted- 1 would: have you leave 'St. 

Omers to-morrow, I will be anſwerable 
for your abfence, and mean to accompany 
e Calais * | 


Henry 
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Henry perfectly underſtood the Marquis's - 
kind intentions, and ſhewed him his _ 5 
father's letter. : 


c 1 he does but keep all theſe promiſes, 
Henry,” ſaid the Marquis, « I ſhall thin 
he is really reſolved to make you all the 
amends in his power for his paſt neglect; 
however, do not be too ſanguine in your 
expectations, he may write and act vey 8 
differently.” - > 

{© Web, let us hope for the beſt, ” ſaid the 
Chevalier, our young friend has been par- 
ticularly fortunate hitherto, and I ſincerely 
rejoice at the alteration which has taken 
place in his circumſtances.. I ſerved in the 
war 1n which your father loſt his life, and 
remember the circumſtance ; he died glori- 
ouſly, fighting for his king and country, and 
was univerſally regretted by the ' Britiſh 
army, I little thought, when Mr, Wel- 


thorpe firſt introduced you to me, you were 


the ſon of Colonel Cleveland, and mult fay, 
I now blame him exceſſively for not having | 
K 6 procured 
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| procured you a commiſſion in your late fa- 
© ther's regiment, and for concealing your 
name and family.” 

Well, I forgive him,” ſaid the Marquis, 
A becauſe his unaccountable behaviour (for 
zs ſuch it now ſtrikes me) has brought me 
ee with his nephew.“ 


The appearance of a 8 to lem 
them ſupper was ready broke off the conver- 
ſation, and they had all three ſo much to ſay, 

and were ſo unwilling td part, that it was day- 
ght before they thought of ſeparating. 
The Chevalier then took his leave. The 
Marquis faid he would lay down for a couple 
of hours, as Henry propoſed writing to his 
Joſephine; not having the ſlighteſt inclination 
tofleep. He had ſo many things to ſay to 
ber, that he hardly knew how to begin, and 


'  hadbutjuſtfimiſhed his letter when Johnſtone 


made his appearance to receive his orders, and 
was exceſſively happy to find his young maſ- 

ter'd intentions coincided exactly with his own 
and Sir William's wiſhes. Henry told him 
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be ſhould accompany the Marquis D' Orey 
in his carriage to Calais; but deſired him to 
ſend for his baggage, which was all ready 
packed up, having ſo lately come off a jour- 
ney, that it might be put upon his grand- 
father's poſtchaiſe. The old man took his 
leave in an excellent humour, promiſing all 
ſhould be ready by eleven o'clock, the time 
the Marquis had appointed for their depar- 
ture; and as that gentleman was not yet 
flirring, he thought he would go and take 
a final leave of his uncle and family, there- 


fore, leaving word he ſhould return to 25 


breakfaſt, he walked to their houſe. 


Mr. Wefthorpe had altered his intention 
ol paying his nephew a viſit, not preſuming 
he would think of leaving St. Omers fo ſoon, 
and was buſily employed in making out his 
accounts, wiſhing to deliver them up before 
they parted. When Henry knocked at the 
door, Cecile ran to let him in, and uſhered 
him, without ceremony, into the parlour 
where her maſter was fitting, immerſed} in 

the 
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the buſineſs we have already miintioned, 


le ſtarted up and flew to meet him; Henry 


by no means flattered by this ſurpriſing al- 
tetation in his behaviour, told him of his 
intended ſpeedy departure, and proceeded to 
bid him adieu. Mr. Weſthorpe was diſ- 
treſſed beyond meaſure; he ſent for his wife 
and children, wha all joined in his entreaties 
that this now dear nephew and couſin would 
ſtay and breakfaſt, for they had hoped to 
have emoyed his company at dinner. Henry 
alledged the engagement he was under to 
the Marquis, and wiſhing them all health 
and happineſs, was for haſtening away. dd. 
Weſthorpe, to detain him a few minutes, in- 
formed him what he was about, and ſaid, he 
ſhould be ready to deliver up his accounts 
in a very few days,” but entreated he would 
accept of fifty Louis for his immediate uſe, 
he could get them exchanged for guineas at 
Calais; had he gueſſed he would have ſet 


off ſo ſoon, he would have ſaved him the 


trouble. By way of convincing his uncle 
And family his laſt viſit merely proceeded 
ety” _ | from 
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| from: politeneſs, and that he was no longer 8 
in want of any pecuniary aid they could have 
afforded him, he took his purſe (a preſent of 
his Joſephine's) out of his waiſtcoat pocket, 
in which was upwards of a hundred double 
Louis, faying, You perceive I am not in 
immediate want of caſh, my dear Sir, 0 muſt 
beg leave to decline your kind offer. 


This perfectly fenced, as well as aſto- 
niſhed,, Mr. Weſthorpe, © who again at- 
tempted to apologize for his paſt con- 
duct; Mrs. Weſthorpe followed his ex- 
ample, proteſting ſhe had always been actu- 
ated by a wiſh to ſerve him; the couſins 
poke in their turn, and at laſt, compleatly 
tired of liſtening to the abſurd excuſes then 
all endeavoured to make for behaviour © 
they were conſcious would admit of none, 
Henry left the houſe. Having beſtowed a 
double Louis upon Cecile as he croſſed the 
paſſage, ſhe followed him to return him 
thanks to the very door of the houſe the 
Marquis inhabited, calling down bleſſings 
upon his head from every Saint ſhe wor- 

ſnipped, 
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ſhipped, and laſtly, promiſing to addreſs the 
ere his favour. . | 


E The Marquis was up and waiting his re- 
turn. Henry immediately gave him the 
letter he'had been writing, which the Mar- 
quis locked up and promiſed to diſpatch 
expreſs the next morning, incloſed in one 
he meant to write, to entreat the fair Joſe- 
phine would honour him ſo far as to ſend 
her anſwer to bim, which he would forward 
to his friend with all poſſible prod. 


The Chevalier Macharty came in during 
0 meal, and juſt as both the carriages 
drove to the door, the Weſthorpe family 
made their appearance, determined to ſee 
their dear relation ſafe off. Henry was obli- 
ged to renew his adieux, and even to embrace 
his aunt and couſin; the former of whom 
affected to ſhed tears. The Marquis had 
the utmoſt difficulty to keep his counte- 
nance, and Henry was exceffively glad when 

he propoſed ſetting off, and ſtill more ſo 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. ney 


when OR were upon the move, and had he 
loſt ü ght of this amiable Oy: e 


The moment they were without the gates, 
the two friends entered upon the ſubje& 
_ neareſt both their hearts. Henry begged 

the Marquis would favour him with his ad- 
vice, for he forefaw his marriage would not 
meet with his grandfather's approbation, was 
he at liberty to mention it to him, and did 
not reliſh the thoughts of living in a con- 
tinual ſtate of difimulation with fo near a 
relation. 


% Your's is certainly not at preſent a very 
enviable ſituation, my dear Harry,” ſaid the 


adore, and upon whom you have a legal 
right, and yet forced to appear in the charac- 
ter of a bachelor, and moſt likely upon the 
eve of being tormented to enter into other 
engagements, I really cannot venture even 
to offer my advice, you muft be guided 


wholly by circumſtances. The more I re- 
xk flect 


Marquis: « ſeparated from the woman you 
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fleet upon the paſt; the more I find to blame 


in your uncle's conduct; that he ſhould 


wiſh to place you in the French ſervice, with 
the proſpects your father's rank, memory, 
and glorious death gave you in that of your 
own country is truly wonderful, and 1 think 
Colonel Cleveland muſt have left much more 
behind him than he ſeems willing to account 
for. Your grandfather is in very opulent 
circumſtances, I ſhould ſuppoſe.” 
I I rather” preſume” ſo,” ſaid Henry, 
8 but at preſent 'I know very little about 
him, except that he is a Baronet, and that 
huis name is Cleveland. I did not chuſe to 
aſk my unele to let me into his family hiſ- 
tory laſt night, and could not very well 
queſtion the ſteward, but a little time will 
make me acquainted with every thing I wiſh 
_to know; and though like you, Marquis, I 
blame my uncle, ftill I think my grandfather 
has much more to anſwer for.” 
„ Undoubtedly; nor can I diſcover any 
merit in his preſent behaviour, for I preſume 
bis title and eftates muſt woe to you at 
his 


1 — 71 
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his demiſe; but as, from the ſteward's account,” 
I take-him to be an obſtinate, capricious 
old man, I am afraid your time wilt not 
paſs very agreeably; I dare ſay he will wiſh» 
to have you married, and will expect you 
ſhould conform to all his fancies; therefore, 
if you find his houſe uncomfortable, e en 
take your leave of him and return to France, 
you do not want his money, and it will be 
time enough when he dies to return and 
take poſſeſſion of what he cannot deprive 
you of. I ſhall not ſolicit your diſcharge 
fram the French ſervice till you find whether: 
you are likely or not to remain in England; 
in the mean time write to me often, I will 
undertake to forward all your letters to your 
lovely wife, and to incloſe her's to you; 
be it your care that none of them fall into 
the old gentleman's hands. What ban you 
faid to your Joſephine 2* | 2 
* have related every thing that has wi 
ſed ſince my return to St Omers, and have 
aſſured her, that if ſhe will allow me pub- 
. to aſſume the title I prize above all 
others, 
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others, that of her huſband, nnn 
every advantage this reconciliation holds out 
to me, rather than ſpend * week at a 
diſtance from her.” 

__ _<« Bravo! ſpoken like Oroodates him- 
ſelf. Well, I dare ſay I ſhall ſoon have her 
anſwer; but I ſhall not forward it to you 
until I have heard how you go on, and have 
got a particular direction. | 
e That I will ſend you the day after 
my arrival in town; and you may de- 
pend upon it I ſhall not make myſelf 
' fubſervient to the abſolute will and caprice 
of an old man, who has not as yet given 
me any room either to love or eſteem 
him ; therefore, do not be ſurpriſed it you 
hold fee me again in France before you 
leave St. Omers.” 

I proteſt I almoſt wiſh I may,” ſaid the 
Marquis, as I long more than ever to ſee 
you: make your appearance in Paris as the 
_ buſband of the charming Joſephine.” 


| Having 
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Having thus ſettled all their ons plans, 
and changed horſes at Ardres, (the road be- 
ing quite level and very ſmooth) the two 
friends, from having been up all night, felt 
an inclination to doze they were not in- 
clined to reſiſt, therefore we will leave them 
to purſue their journey to Calais, while we 
take the liberty of retrograding a few ſteps 
to account for the ſteward's appearance at 
St. Omers, and to give the reader a {light 
ſketch of Sir William Cleveland's tamily 
hiſtory. 


* 
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AP. XV. 


- I 


— 


8 As it will be neceſſary to give a ſummary 
account of ſome characters which have al- 
ready made their appearance in the forego- 
ing ſheets, and of ſome who will be intro- 

duced in due time to the notice of our rea- 


ders. 


We ſhall begin with Mr. Weſthorpe, of 

whoſe family and origin little has been 
hitherto ſaid. He was the only ſon of an 
eminent phyfician of Lincoln, and had been 
brought up to ſucceed his father in his buſi- 
neſs, and was purſuing his ſtudies at college 


for 
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for this purpoſe when his father died, and - 


left him and a lovely girl, his only daughter, 
to lament the I ci * — both 1 
tained. | \ 
Mr. Weſthorpe, who was not partial to 
the medical line, being now at liberty to 
follow the bent of his inclinations, left Ama 
Mater at, the age of three and twenty, and 
accompanied a young man of fortune, a 
college friend, upon his travels. N 


Miſs Weſthorpe, who was now about 
eighteen, had received one of the beſt edu- 
cations a London boarding-tchool was capa- 
ble of affording. Her great beauty and ac- 
compliſhments compenſated in ſome mea-- 
{ure for her want of fortune, for Dr. Wel- 
thorpe had not been able to leave her more 
than two thouſand pounds; ſhe grieved moſt 
fincerely for his death, and retired to the 
houſe of a diſtant relation, who had always 
been very fond of her. She conſtantly cor- 
reſponded with a young lady with whom ſhe 

| had 


of * 
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ſt contracted a particular friendſhip while 
at ſchool, and of courſe informed her of the 
melancholy event which _ taken Foe! in 

f her family. | * 


85 This lady had lately married a very rich 
country gentleman of the name of Falkland, 
to whom ſhe immediately imparted the 
misfortune of her juvenile friend, and re- 
ceived his free conſent to offer her an aſylum 
in their houſe; ſhe inſtantly wrote to Miſs 
Weſthorpe, and invited her in the moſt preſ- 
ſing terms to take up her abode at Norman- 
ton, a {mall village in Rutlandſhire, where 
Mr. Falkland had a charming ſeat. Mits. 
Weſthorpe was too much gratified by the 
Kind intereſt Mrs. Falkland ſeemed to take 
in her future welfare, to heſitate a moment 
about accepting her propoſal; . ſhe therefore 
ſoon became a refident in her houſe; and 
though nothing was further from Mrs. 

Falkland's intentions, was looked upon by 
the people of faſhion in the environs as that 


b 27 
_ | Mr. 
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Mr. Falkland had an only brother, ſeve- 
ral years younger than himſelf, who was in 
the guards ; but when not obliged to be 
upon duty, he ſpent the greateſt part of his 
time at Normanton. Te an elegant, man- 
ty perſon, he united every ſocial virtue, and 
was much more fitted for a country life than 
the one his father had choſen. for him, as 


| he was naturally rather reſerved, and by no oy 


means fond of diſſipation, nor of mixing in 
thoſe brilliant ſocieties he was obliged- to 
frequent during his reſidence in the metro- 
polis, as his fortune was fully adequate to his 
ſituation in life, and totally independent of 
his brother; they were therefore excellent 
friends, and ſincerely attached to each other. 
He came as uſual to Normanton ſoon after 
Miſs Weſthorpe's arrival there, and a ſimi- 
larity of diſpoſition (which he foon diſcover- 
ed) induced him to pay the greateſt atten- 
tion to this truly lovely girl, who improved 
ſo much upon acquaintance, that in leſs than 
two months he formed the reſolution of ma- 
king her an offer of his hand, Hitherto 
vo. I. 'L 155 Nis 
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Miss Wieſthorpe had merely treated hitn 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhed politeneſs, and 


he was like Oſmyn in Zara, would have 


thought himſelf hated if he had not been 


acdored; he therefore determined to re- 


double his endeavours to pleaſe, without 
mentioning the word love, till he received 


ſiome further encouragement ; but this re- 


ſerve proved fatal in the ſequel to his peace 
| of mind. | _ : 


| e bis moſt intimate friends, was a 
young officer in the ſame regiment, of the 
name of Cleveland, who to one of the fineſt 
figures united every other advantage; he 
had had the beſt education Eaton and Cam- 


bridge afforded, was of a lively diſpoſition, 


formed, in thort, to pleaſe, and univerſally 
beloved. He was the younger ſon of a 
Nabob, who had enriched himſelf almoſt 


beyond a precedent upon the plains of In- 


doſtan ; and having married the only daugh- 
ter of a brother Nabob, had alſo inherited 
his immenſe fortune. Two ſons were the 
of | only 


* 
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only fruits of this union, whom he ſent to 
England for their education at a very early - 
age ; they wete configned to the care of a 
diſtant relation, and ſent to Eaton ſoon after 

their arrival, from whence they went te 
Cambridge, and had not been there many 
months when their father returned to his 
native country, after an abſence of five and 
twenty years. He was fhll at a time of liſe 
to enjoy the pleafures London abounds with, 
and thought to dazzle the metropolis with 
the ſplendour. of his houſe, equipage, &c. 


As he particularly wiſhed to immortalize 
the name of Cleveland, his firſt ambition, as 
ſoon as his ſons left college, was to ſee them 
married to women of rank and family; mo- 
ney was not an object, for he would have 
bluſhed to acknowledge the extent of his 
riches ; he could eaſily have purchaſed a 
title, but he had ſenſe enough to know ſuch 
honours would not add much to his conſt« 
quence: all his hopes of aggrandizement 
therefore reſted upon his ſons, who had begn 

"L's allowed 


* 

* 
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afforded, had always moved in the firſt cir- 
«cles, and were allowed fuflictent incomes to 
Vie in point of expence with young noble- 
men of the firſt diſtinction. 
Soon after his return, Mr. or rather Go- 
vernor Cleveland, for that was the title he in 
general hore, purchaſed a very large ſeat in 
the North, which had formerly belonged to 
2 very ancient family. Though he was by 
no means fond of a country life, nor was he 
at all more partial to the ſmoke, noiſe, and 
filth of London, therefore. bought a very 
large houſe within a few miles of that great 


City, where he fixed his houſhold, and began 


to diſplay all the luxuries of the Eaſt with 
the greateſt oftentation. He had now lei- 
ſure to ſtudy the diſpoſition of his ſons, 
| with which he was by no means acquainted : 


the eldeſt, who was named after his father, 


5 William, was very much like him in point of 


diſpoſition, without his judgment, equally | 


proud, more oſtentatious, but by no means 
op 10 


oed to revel in every luxury England 
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fo generous, and his ambition far exceeded* - 
the old gentleman's ;* ſtill, he was by no 


means the favourite, as the Governor ſoorr 
perceived. his youngeſt ſon was much more 


kkxely to do him honour: © 


5 Genen m the ee 8 bereite bad | 
been Henry's godfather, and was remarkably | 


fond of him during his infancy, and this 


predilection in his favour increaſed ſo much 


as the young man grew up, that when he 


died he left him ten thouſand pounds, inde- j 
pendant of his father, and prognoſticated he 


would prove the hopes of the family; and 


Governor Cleveland, to his no ſmall morti- 
cation, found his friend's enen wad 


. 


; +. 


However, by way of forming the manners 


of the elder Mr. Cleveland, he ſent him upon 


his travels as ſoon as he left college, and pur- 
chaſed a commiſſion in the guards for Henry, 


who thus became . acquainted with Captain 


Falkland; they were always upon duty to- 


L 3 1 
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gether, and ſoon became inſeparable.— 
Captain Falkland ſpent a great deal of his 
time at Cleveland Houſe when in town, and 
was not diſi ted by the Governor, which was 
faying a great deal in his favour, conſidering 
tis deficiency in point of rank. He had 
often preſſed his friend to pay him a viſit 
during his reſidence at Normanton ; and 
Captain Cleveland at laſt conſented to his pro- 

polal, as the Governor was going to Wey- 

mouth, and could very well -— 
* wur. 


He ku; in Rutlandſhire white Captain 

F Elkland, already violently in love, was en- 
deavouring, by every tender attention, to 
gain the heart of the beautiful Fanny Weſ- 
thorpe. Doubtful of his ſucceſs, he had 
ſeldom: mentioned her in his letters to his 
mend, and then merely as an agreeable girl, 
the companion: of his ſiſter- in- lar, therefore 
Captain Cleveland was by no means prepared 
for the ſight of ſo lovely a woman, and was 
Rnd 2 friend's inſenſi- 

5 bility. 
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bility, as her firſt glance deprived him of his 


liberty, and every ſucceeding interview rivet- 
ted his chains. Differing totally in opinion 
from his too reſerved friend, he took an early 
opportunity of making his ſentiments known. | 
to Miſs Weſthorpe, to whom he was far 
from indifferent; but. ſhe had heard enough 
of Governor Cleveland's diſpoſition from 
Captain Falkland to convince her he would 
never conſent to their union, ſhe therefore, 
though | in the politeſt manner declined re- 

ceiving his addreſs.” | | 


Captain Cleveland; young, heedleſs; and. 
impetuous, looked upon his father's diſplea- 
ſure as trifling when put in competition with 
his future happineſs, therefore determined to 


perſevere, and very innocently plunged 'a - | 


him of the paſſion. he felt for Fanny Wel- 
thorpe, and of his determination (could he 
obtain her conſent} to marry. her immedi- 
ately, and to leave it to time and reaſon to 
reconcile the Nabob to the matcg. 

L 4 | Had 


dagger into his friend's breaſt, by informing ' 


- 
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* 


Had captain Falkland acted with the 
fame frankneſs, he would not have found a 
rival in his friend, for Henry Cleveland 
ſcorned a baſe or mean action. He had per- 
ceived, with the moſt poigrant regret, that 
the woman he ſecretly adored had beſtowed 

her heart upon Captain Cleveland, and this 
declaration of the latter's convinced him all 
his future proſpects of happineſs were over- 
thrown ; he attempted, in a faltering tone, 
and with no ſmall degree of heſitation, to 
- convince his friend of the imprudence of 


| the ſtep he was going to take, repreſented 


the conſequences his raſhneſs would proba- 
- bly produce, and foretold ſome of the events 
which were likely to — ſuch a breach of 
N duty. | 


YN” 


2 iy Cleveland was deaf to al his re- 
monſtrances; the only thing he could have 
urged with any effect, was his prior love for 
the object of his choice, which delicacy 
. forbade. ' Therefore Captain Cleveland re- 

newed his ſuit with redoubled ardour, and 

IP n made 
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made uſe of ſuch ſtrong. arguments, that he 


ſucceeded in raiſing Miſs Weſthorpe's ſcru- 


| ples; and by way of putting it effectually * 
out of his father's power to oppoſe his wiſhes,, ,., 
he ſet off with his intended bride: one fine 


morning in July for Gretna Green. 


* 


1 he 5 dS were miſſed at e 


faſt by the family at Normanton, but a letter 
which the Captain had left upon his dreſſing-- 


table, reſolved the myſtery. Mr. and Mrs. 


Falkland were exceſſively hurt, as both of: 
them were ſincerely attached-to- Fanny Weſ-- 
into any other family; as it was, they con- 


tented themſelves with putting up a fervent 


| prayer for her happineſs ;. and underſtand-— 
ing, from the Captain's letter, he had alſo- 


wrote to his father, they did not chuſe to in- 
terfere between them upon ſo nice a point, 
conſcious that any preſent attempts to- ex- 


cuſe the . n 1 be of no avail. - 


Ls e — 
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- Captain Falkland, angry with Hey 
Cleveland, Fanny Weſthorpe, and ftill more 
ſq with himfelf, and diſguſted with Norman- 

tom and its environs, nay,. with the world 

and all its inhabitants, obtained a leave of. 

abſence for a twelvemonth and went abroad, 
where he tried in vain to forget the woman 
he had ſo fervently loved. 


ing his ſon's letter, and a ſtep fo derogatory- 
have ſaid) was not to be forgiven ; he forbid 
the Captain his preſence in the moſt peremp- 
tory terms, ſtopped the allowance he had 
bitherto made him, and ſtruck his name out 
of his will, nay, carried his reſentment ſo far, 
_ as even to prohibit his name from being 
mentioned i in his bouſehold. 


2 All this. Henry Cleveland. was in ſome. 
meaſure prepared to expect, but conſoled 
daimſelf by hoping reflection and paternal 
| love: would in time alten the bitterneſs of 

his 


a * -Y 
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his father's reſentment, and the poſſeſſion of 
the woman he- adored, ſoon reconciled him 
to his fate. As his income was no longer 
adequate to the expenſive ſtyle he had al- 
ways lived in, he ſold out of the guards, 
bought into a- marching regiment, and re- 
tired with his wife to a village in Lincala- 


ſhire, near the county town, where Mr. - 4 


Weſthorpe then reſided. He had returned 


from his travels much ſooner than he intend- ne” 


ed, and much poorer than when he ſet out, 
and had commenced phyfician, in hopes of 
obtaining a livelihood upon the mere 
ſtrength of his name and relationſhip to his 
late father, being abſolutely deficient both- 
in kill and ee bd 


N now Major nnd wrote to" 
his friend Falkland upon his return from his 
matrimonial expedition, and received an 


anſwer in a ſtyle ſo different from any * © 


Captain Falkland's former letters, that the 
_ Intimacy between them ceaſed. from that 


moment, as the Major attributed his cold - 


SEV. con- 
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. congratulations to very different motives, 
never having entertained the ſlighteſt ſuſ- 
eg eg the ſituation of I hep 


| - The Nabob paſtel inflexible ; all his 
aper now centered in his eldeſt ſon, who 
returned from his travels very ſoon after his 
brother's marriage, and found a favourable 
opportunity of diſplaying the excellence of 
dis heart; ever jealous of the ſuperior ta- 
tents his brother poſſeſſed, to learn he had 
offended beyond forgiveneſs, was a triumph 
Which far ſurpaſſed his moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations. Fearful his father ſhould relent, 
he did all in his power, under pretence of 
excuſing his brother, to widen the breach; 
and willing to contribute to the old gentle- 
man's happineſs, in leſs than fix months 
after his. return, he gave his hand to the 
ſecond daughter of a Scotch Earl. This 
match flattered the Nabob's predominant 
paſſion, and for a time obliterated his younger 
Jon from bis mind; particularly as Lady 
9 3 an increaſe of family. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Henry Cleveland gave birth to aſon 
before the end of a twelvemonth; this event 
unfortunately coſt her her life, and her huſ- 
band, before he had overcome the ſhock he 
received by her death, was called out to ſup- 
port his country's cauſe, as his regiment was 
ordered to embark immed DOD for America, 


At duch a time this was a * 3 5 
fummons; he placed his infant ſon, then 


OP almoſt ſix months old, in the hands of a moſt 


excellent nurſe, and made it well worth her 
while to do her duty by the child, and re- 
commended him in the ſtrongeſt terms to 
the care of his brother-in-law, who was then 
upon the point of marriage, and left Eng- 
land, as has been before related; never to 
return, having fell a ſacrifice to his r 
at the ſiege of nn A 


His father ed the news of his death | 
through the medium of the public papers, 
and, when too late, began to repent having 
| treated him with, ſuch ſeverity, Rn 
a8 


% - 
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as Lady Margaret, who had engroſſed all 
lis thoughts, care, and attention, for near a 
twelvemonth, grew. daily leſs deſerving of 
his eſteem. She had given birth to a ſon, 
therefore thought herſelf at liberty to give 
way to the bent of her inclinations, gave 
into all the faſhionable follies, and became a 
diſñpated, extravagant, modern fine lady. 
Her huſband's remòôònſtrances were of no 
avail, and ſhe merely laughed- at the old 
Nabob's grave looks, and the attempts he 
made to induce her. to act with more pru- 
dence; in ſhort, ſhe became ſo careleſs of 
ber reputation, that at the end of two years 
Mr. Cleveland found himſelf obliged to 
cammence a ſuit in Doctor's Commons, and 

in due time obtained a legal diſſolution of. 


Few events . have been more morti- 
fying to the old man; his young grandſon 
became his only conſolat ion, convinced the 
noble blood which flowed in his veins would 


. him to nn the dignity of the 
Cleveland 
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Cleveland family, and tranſmit the name 
with ſtill more eclat to future poſterĩty. — 
He had heard the Colonel had alſo left a 
ſon behind him, but thought it ſar beneath 
2 man of his. conſequence to make any in- 
quiries concerning the grandchild of a coun- 


try phyfician, who was amply provided for 


with what he ſuppoſed, according to his 
calculations, the Colonel had left behind 


Henry Cleveland was therefore left entire- 
ly to the care of his uncle, who married 
the lady often mentioned in the prece-- 
ding ſheets ſoon after the Colonel failed. 
for America, and having a family of his 
own, paid very little attention to his 
orphan charge ; and at the age of five years. 
he placed him (as has been before related) 
under the care of the excellent Mr. Parker, 
and removed with his family to the Conti- 
nent, took up his ahode at St. Omers, where 
he had reſided ever ſinee that peried, and 
fulfilled ' the duty impoſed upon him by 

6 Colonel 
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Colonel Cleveland, as has been Dans men- 


eee 


— to: return to the ry Nabob, «a 
often ſincerely deplored the untimely los. 
of his younger ſon, as his attachment for the 
elder Mr. Cleveland had long been upon the 


| S decline ; he had by no means anſwered the. 
' vaſt. expectations he had formed, and he 


bore his death with a degree of indiffer- 
ence which would not have diſgraced a 


. 
_ 
. * 
- 
. 
- 
* 


_ His grandſon was become the ſole object 
of his affection: while a child, he was lively, 
good -tempered, and gave many proofs of 
dawning excellence; but unbounded and 
miſtaken indulgence ſoon ſpoiled a natural 
good diſpoſition, and rendered him vain, ca- 
pPricious, and obſtinate; as he grew up, he 
laughed at his old. grandfather's exploded _ 
notions ;. and far from endeayouring to emu- 
late his lat latefather's ambition, which prompt- 
* him to n with only his ſuperiors, he 
mixed 
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raided with none but his inferiors, and de- 
lighted in what he termed fun, which con- 
ſiſted in every ſpecies of low amuſement the 
metropolis afforded, was a great adept in 
the noble ſcience of ſelf-defence, and hoped 
in time to beat even Mendoza himſelf ; in 
ſhort, he had attained the true-reputation of 
a low buck; and among his other failings, 
was avaricious even to exceſs, or his follies 
might have impaired the old gentleman's 
fortune —no very eaſy matter. Hiqwever, 
wiſhing if poſſible to work a revolution in 
his manners and way of thinking, the Nabob 


planned a match between this hopeful youth | | 


and the ſecond daughter of a nobleman, 
whom he had laid under conſiderable pecu- 
niary obligations, and who wiſhed, by uni- 
ting the families, in ſome meaſure to acquit 
the debt he had contracted. 


William Cleveland. was too much a de- 
pendant upon his grandfather's will to al- 
low him to ſtart a ſingle objection to this 
3 and Lady Sophia Courtenay, his 
intended 
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intended bride, was in the very ſame predica- 
ment with reſpect to her father. The ſet- 
tlements were drawn, and every other pre- 
paration was in great forwardneſs, when the 
ſpirit of avarice, added to a love of fame, 
eccafioned the death of the intended bride- 
groom ;' he engaged, for a bet of five hun- 
dred pounds, to run five miles in five and 
thirty minutes, which he performed within. 

the time, and brought on a pleurily, which. 

carried him to- the grave in leſs than a. 
Rs OP Eg e 


| TheNabobfel this ſtroke very ſeverely; to 
how all his hopes overthrown juſt as he was 
upon the-point- of realizing the ſanguine ex- 
pectations he had formed, and in. fo dreadful 
a manner, entirely overcame his remaining 
ſtock of fortitude, and he began to reflect 
very ſeriouſly upon his paſt conduct, and 
almoſt to look upon the diſappointment and 
loſs. he had met with as a puniſhment due 
in ſome meaſure for his behaviour to his 
once _— * and ſtill more, for the 
ſhameful 
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ſhameful indifference and negle& which had 


hitherto prevented him from making any in- 1 


quiries concerning the ſon he had left behind 
him. He therefore, by way of making every | 
reparation in his power, determined, if the 
unfortunate youth was {till alive, to acknow- 
ledge, provide for, and protect him; a natu- 
ral good diſpoſition, added to an excellent 
heart, which even ambition had not been 
able to pervert, but merely to miſlead,” con- 
_ firmed him in theſe reſolutions, and induced 
him to apply to Johnſtone for information 
concerning his grandſon, as has been already 
related, and. CC 
Colonel Falkland, | 


During his abſence, the Nabob was raiſed 
to the dignity of a Baronet of Great-Bri- | 
tain, This promotion was not altogether 
unexpected, but greatly increaſed his impa- 
trence to diſcover the preſent heir to his 
title and eftates, and made him more than 
ever regret his not having * Proper at- 


— bs education. 


Johnſtone's. 
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Johnſtone's return with the unſatisfactory 


155 account he had gathered from Colonel 


Falkland hurt him exceflively; however, he 
fill retained hopes of being more fortunate 


in his next inquiries, ſo diſpatched the old 


man with all poſſible expedition to Lincoln. 
No Mr. Weſthorpe was to be found, nay, 
the name was almoſt forgotten in the town, 
as fifteen years had now elapſed ſince that 
gentleman had left the place; however, by 
dint of inquiries, aided by a little money, 
properly diſtributed, Johnſtone was directed 

to Dame Whitaker, who had nurſed the 
child he was ſo anxious about. This good 


woman gave him a very prolix narrative of 


Colonel Cleveland's departure for America; 
her on ſorrow upon the occaſion, and the 
grief ſhe felt when ſhe heard of his death, 
adding with a figh, © God knows, I did not 
then know what a bitter loſs my dear little 
Harry had ſuſtained ; for, from the time 
Mr. Weſthorpe learned his father's, death, he 
took no more notice of the child than tho 
he had belonged to. the pariſh ; he made 


ſhift. 
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Hift to pay me my money, and that was as 
much as he did, and juſt allowed the ſweet 
baby enough clothes to cover him, for I am 


ſure he might have ſtood upright in all he 


had, and at the end of five years he ſent me 


with him to Biſhop Auckland, to a Mr. 


Parker, and there I left the dear little ſoul, 
and have never ſeen him fince, and whether 


he is alive or t. I know no more than the 


man 1n the moon. 


She ran on a great deal more in Henry's 


praiſe, and beſtowed many bitter reproaches 


upon Mr. Weſthorpe, which convinced 
Johnſtone he had by no means fulfilled the 
duty impoſed upon him; and having re- 


warded the good woman for her information, 
and given her to underſtand her favourite 
Henry woula, if ſtill alive, he amply pro- 
vided for, he ſet out for Biſhop-Auckland, 


after diſpatching a letter to Sir William, to 
inform him of the ſucceſs he had hitherto 
met with. a 


Mr. 


| 
1 
1 
| 
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MMI. 1 Mrs. Parker ſoon ſet his heart 


3 at eaſe, and informed him where Mr. Weſ⸗ 
; thorpe reſided ; though they did not cenſure, 


they by no means teſtified their approbation 
of his conduct, but beſtowed great and very 


juſt praiſes upon their former pupil, men- 


_ tioned his preſent proſpe&s, and thought St. 
Omers the moſt likely place to meet with 
him; at all events, Mr. Weſthorpe could 

give them his direction; they ſhewed the 


old man his laſt letter, which was dated Spa. 


and rejoiced very ſincerely at the unexpected 
turn which fortune had taken in his favour. 


: Johnſtone ſet off upon his return in ex- 


cellent ſpirits, and ſoon reached Cleveland 


Houſe, where he repeated all he had learned 


to Sir William, whoſe conſcience gave him 


ſome ſevere reproaches upon his paſt conduct 
towards this ſon of his once favourite 


Henry, during the recital; and as his im- 


patience to atone for the paſt, and to ſee this 
nom beloved grandſon, increaſed every mo- 


ment, Johnſtone {et out once more, with 
ordets 
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orders not to return alone; and was exceſ- 


ſively happy to meet ſo opportunely witng 


the object of his ſearch K his arrival at 
St. Omers. 


CHAP. XVI. 


2 


| Tur Marquis and Henry reached Calais 
between two and three o'clock, and ſoon ſat 
down to a moſt excellent dinner. Henry 


had told Johnſtone he wiſhed to croſs the 3 


water as ſoon as poſſible; and while the 
friends were drinking their coffee, he came 
in to let his young maſter know the reſult 
of his inquiries concerning the packet boats. 

RL 


— 
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At St. Omers he had foreſeen there would 


be plenty of Captains eager to ſolicit for 
ſuch a ſreight, but was diſappointed i in his 
expectations, as all, fave one, had ſalled 


with the morning tide, and the wind being 


ur from Dover, no others were come 
in. The Captain now in port was the very 
one Johnftone had croſſed with twice before, 


and ftood very high in his favour ; but un- 


fortunately - he was engaged, though not 


freighted, but had agreed to accommodate 


eight paſſengers, and to fail with the next 


tide. All this Johnſtone repeated to Henry, 


adding, as the wind was very fair, he would 


have a ſhort paſſage, though it would cer- 
tainly be much more agreeable to have a 


veſſel to himſelf. Henry, who rather thought 
the mixture of company might prove an 


_ amuſement, ſaid, As my grandfather 


will moſt likely be uneaſy, Mr. Johnſtone, 
ſhould we be detained here even for, a few 


© gays, which is very likely to prove the cafe, 
_ ſhould the wind continue contrary from 


Dover, 
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758 Dover, if we can be ae e e in any 
way, I ſhould prefer falling this evening.” 


Johnſtone's eyes ſparkled with delight ae 
Henry's determination; he was all anxiety 
to relieve Sir William from his preſent ſtate 
of ſuſpenſe, and exceſſively happy at the 
thoughts of returning with this favourite 

Captain, having a very high opinion of his 


- kill, and not being very courageous upon ; 


the ſea, he therefore ſaid he would be anſwer- 
able the Captain would ſecure the beſt ac- 
commodations the packet -afforded for his 
young maſter, ſo he would have the car- 
riage -put on board without delay, as the 
gates of the port would be ſhut by half paſt 
ſix ; though they ſhould not be able to 
{ail before eleven, but his maſter need not 
go on board till the laſt moment, as the 
Captain had promiſed, in caſe they. went 
_ with him, to procure him a very comfort- 

able room to fit in without the gates. | 


242 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


4 Oh tell the Captain not to give him- 
ſelf that trouble,“ faid the Marquis, “J 
poſſeſs ſufficient power to have the gates 
opened at any time, therefore your maſter 
and I will ſup where we are, and I will fee 
him ſafe out of the town at his own hour.” 


Matters being thus ſettled, Johnſtone 
went to ſee every thing put on board, while 
the Marquis and Henry took a walk and 
called upon the commandant, to whom the 
former preferred his requeſt concerning the 
gates, which was immediately granted in 
the politeſt manner; and after a very agrec- 
able evening, the Marquis accompanied 
Henry to the port. Juſt without the gates, 
they met the Captain, who ſaid the veſſel 
was afloat, and he would be under way in 
five minutes at fartheſt; he had hardly done 
ſpeaking, before the ſteward of the veſſel 
came up and addreſſed Johnſtone, who was 
behind his maſter and the Marquis, to tell 
him that he had prepared the fartheſt bed 


to the right hand from the door for Mr. 
Cleveland, 
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Cleveland, had let the curtains down, and 
told the other paſſengers it was beſpoke. 
Johnſtone thanked the man for his atten- 
tion, and affured him he ſhould hot go un- 
rewarded. : 


Upon the pier the Marquis and Henry + 
took leave of each other with mutua] regret, 
and the latter ſtepped on board. John- 
ſtone and the two footmen Sir William had 
ſent over to attend him followed him down 
the ladder, and the old ſteward immediately 
entreated Henry to go down ſtairs, the 
evening was very cold, and he would not 
find his great coat a ſufficient protection 
againſt the weather; for his own part, he 
would ſtay upon deck till they were out of 
port, he was never afraid when a veſſel 
had plenty of fea room. Henry, unac- 
cuſtomed to any fort of fear, merely ſmiled 
at the good old man's precaution, but find- 
ing himſelf rather chill, agreed to follow his 
advice, therefore began to deſcend the ſtairs; 
while Johnſtone kept aſſuring him, either he 

«OE M 2 or 
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or the footmen would always be within call 
af he wanted any attendance. In the cabin 
Henry found the eight paſſengers the old 
man had mentioned; the veſſel was not 
calculated to accommodate a larger party, 
as there were only that number of beds. 
There were ſive gentlemen and three ladies; 
but Henry had hardly looked round him, 
before he was addrefled by one of the former 
in an imperious, commanding tone, with— 
O ho! young fellow! what, bound for 
England; oh! TI ſuppoſe you could not 
agree with your uncle better than you did 
with your aunt.” 

I am perſectly in about your 
ſuppoſitions, Sir Richard,” faid Henry, 
put will ſatisfy your curioſity fo far, as to in- 
form you Jam going to England.” 


It muſt be needleſs to add that the firſt 
ſpeaker was Sir Richard Claymore, who by 
no means reliſhed Henry's anſwer, nor the 
tone in which it was delivered, therefore in- 
ſtantly turned from him, and addreſſed 


{ome 
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ſome frivolous queſtion to his wife. Next 
to the Baronet fat a gentleman, about five 
and thirty, whoſe back was towards the bed 
Henry had underſtood was prepared for him; 
a ſhort, ſtout ſigure, fair complexion, very 
fmall eyes, and red hair, had a fort of leer or 
fly expreſſion upon his countenance when he 
looked at any body, and his head was in ge- 
neral reclined towards his right ſhoulder ;- 
he. was dreſſed in what he denominated a 
plaid filk great coat, (not a very warm gar- 
ment for the ſeaton)- dirty boots, &c. and 
was the greateſt man in company in his own 
opinion, not even excepting the Baronet ;. 
he glanced his eyes over Henry, whom he 


concluded was a perſon of no conſequence, 


(not from his appearance, but the fanuharity * . 
with which Sir Richard treated him) and of 
courſe ſet him down as beneath his notice. 
Oppoſite this conſequential perſonage fat a 
very genteel young man in mourning z b in | 
other two were gentlemen of the ocean, whe | 
had. two decent women under their care; 
Lady Claymore compleated the party. 
i ne” As 


I: 
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As alt the chairs and ſtools were occupied, 
Henry ſeated himſelf upon a table, juſt with- 
mn the door; and the Baronet, who was by 
0 means ſatisfied, though he had met with 
fuch a repulſe, addreſſed him again. 

* Why 1 did not underſtand laſt night 
you were going to England; have you got 
proper leave of abſence? I ſuppoſe you are 
Aware of the conſequence of leaving France 
without having taken that precaution, even 

pon the greateſt emergency.“ | 

« Perfectly, Sir Richard; I am as well 
verſed ih the Grand 3 ur 
«$38 you can poſſibiy be.“ 
* Oh! God ferbid I ſhould ever ſerve 


any Sovereign but the King of England,” 
ſaid the Baronet 3 * but you have not an- 


- iyered my queſtion.” 

n Becaufe my actions cannot concern you, 
Sir Richard, nor am Þ accuſtomed to be 
thus interrogated by an almoſt total ſtran- 

A + 66 a 
Fou are a very impertinent low fellow,” 
faid: the Baronet in a rage; © your behaviour 
. to 


4 
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to your aunt laſt night gave me a convincing 
proof how undeſerving you are even of the 
protection of ſuch near relations, but you 
feem to have adopted the manners of the 
ſociety you frequent, low-bred French Offi- 
cers, whoſe. money is all laid out in dreſs.” 


The Baronet made this remark, by way of 
accounting for the difference between his 
appearance (which was exceſſively ſhabby) 
and that of the perſon he was endeavouring 
to lower in the opinion of the Company, as. 
Henry, always remarkable for his neatneſs, 
had been fince his marriage, {till more fo for 
elegance in point of dreſs. _ 


The gentleman in the plaid ſaid, looking 
at the Baronet, For my part, Sir Richard. 
I have long ſince ceaſed to judge people from 
the clothes they wear; young people of any 
ſtation are ſeldom acquainted with the value 
of money.“ 


M 4 +46 
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The Baronet was highly flattered to find 
himſelf thus ſupported ; while Mr. Martin, 
the young man in black, willing to relieve' 
Henry, faid, (addreſſing the laſt ſpeaker) 
What a pity it is, Duval, this young gen- 
tleman's uncle did not article him to you, 


”” + 


merely to learn ceconomy. 
« could have taught him how to get 

money as well as to ſave it, Mr. Martin, 

ſaid Duval. 

No doubt,” faid Martin. 


Sir Richard, who was much fonder of 
talking than of liſtening, and who thought 
he had perfectly filenced Henry, merely be- 


cauſe the other deſpiſed him too much to 


enter into a war of words with him, gnd was 


2 ſenſible that a packet boat was not the pro- 


per place to call him any otherwiſe to an 


ccount for his infolence, ſaid, I ſuppoſe 


we are to be kept here all night ; ] wiſh to 
God I had left St. Omers yeſterday, then! 
ſhould have failed with this morning's tide ; 

and had I known we were to be kept here 
. N for 
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for the caprices of any Nabob's grandſon, I 
would have ſtaid a week at Calais before I 
would have come on board with ' ſuch a 
number of people. You mult feel yourſelf 
very uncomfortable, Lady Claymore.“ 

„ wiſh we had taken the cabin to our- 
. ſelves, my dear,” ſaid the lady). 8 


Henry could not help ſmiling at this 
. wiſh, being pretty well acquainted with the: 
| ſtate of their finances, from what had paſſed. 


at his A's s over night. 


Sir Richard, who gueſſed what occaſioned 
his mirth, ſaid, in a ſpiteful tone, “ Pray 
where have you been ſince the gates were 
mut, young fellow, till within this W 
of an hour?“ 
II have been ſitting in a very 9 
able room at Deſſein's, Sir Nich " WAS 
the anſwer. 

What, are the gates kept open, then,” 
ſaid Sir Richard; © I wiſh I had known it. 
Why the Captain hurried us all on board 
Ms by 
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by ſeven o‚clock; this was a mere manceuvre, 
+ preſume, to prevent us changing our 

Winds.“ | 
_.*] ſaw the gates ſhut, Sir Richard,” ſaid 
Martin, therefore the Captain could have 

"do intereſt in the advice he gave us.” 
Then pray how the d—v—1 did you get 
out, young fellow *”* {aid the Baronet. 

« The gates were. opened for me, Sir 
Richard,” faid Henry, very coolly, „at the 
requeſt of the Marquis D*Orcy, who accom- 
panied me to Calais, and with whom I ſpent 
the evening.” 


n longer wonder at either your im- 

FE pertinence or your. extravagance,” ſaid the 
Freat man, and can only blame your uncle 

- for allowing you to keep fuck company, 
And fiſch a man as the Marquis D'Orcy for 

 *- Treating you as ls equal; however, Ewou!d 
adviſe you to feek for a birth in the after- 

© | exbin, ff you are inclined to lay down, for, by 

Fayint in the town, you have loft. your 
*Ehincr'of a bed here,” | 

e 6 41 
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was informed as I was coming on 
board, Sir Richard, a bed had been prepared 
and was reſerved for me.“ 
„For you!” ſaid the Baronet, a bed 
reſerved for you! by whoſe orders, pray? 
the Marquis D'Orcy's. A good joke, 
faith,“ beginning to lau. 


Duval joined in his mirth, ſaying, © Your 
French friend's power, young fellow, wall 
not avail you much on board an Engliſh. 
packet boat,” 


Every one now began to aſlert thei right 
to the different beds. | 


« T have made choice of this one, young 
gentleman,” faid Mr. Martin, pointing to 
that upon which laid his great coat; © and 
as I do not feel at all inclined to make ule 
of it, it is very much at your ſervice.” 

Henry thanked him in terms which con- 
vinced this polite young man he by no- 
means deſerved the epithets Sir Richard had: 

WS” - o. 
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92 ſo liberally biibwed, upon him ; adding, 

J muſt certainly have miſunderſtood what 

the ſhip's ſteward faid, but I will make a 

_ _ Farther inquiry into this matter before I 
ve the packet.” * 


- Duval looked at the Baronet, and began 
to laugh. 


«] with you may not have a check put 
to your mirth, Duval,” ſaid Martin, I 
am certain the ſteward faid the bed you 
mean to take poſſeſſion of was beſpoke 
1 Mr. Cleveland.“ | 
D- Mr. Cleveland,” ſaid Duval, 
„What is he to me, firſt come firſt ſerved on 
board a packet-bcat ; by G—d the fellow 
ought to be very much obliged to us for 
allowing the Captain to wait his pleafure in 
this manner; he will not pay more than we 
do, 1 dare ſay, and” only ſtays in town to 
diſplay his conſequence. I ſuppoſe he has 
got ſome French friend, who can have tiie 
gates opened for him, or elſe means to bribe 
| 7 the 


I's 
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the officers upon duty; damme I don't like 
fach upſtart, purſe-proud fellows giving 
themſelves airs ; here we may loſe our tide at 
Dover while he is getting drunk, ten to one, 
with Deſſain's Champagne. I vote for our 
obliging the Captain to go to ſea.” 

*Vou may try what effect your eloquence 
may have,” ſaid Martin, laughing, but I 
don't think either your threats or entreaties 
will induce the Captain to put to ſea withr- 


out the perſon you ſeem ſo heartily to de- 


ſpiſe.“ 

« Pray who 1s the fellow ? ſaid Duval, 
for damme if Jever heard the name 55 c 
fore.“ | 
Hen dd to the oreat Nabob Sir 
William Cleveland,” ſaid Martin, * ſo do 
not plead ignorance now, for depend upon 
it you will feel his power when he comes on 
board. I will bet you any ſum you chuſe to 
venture you are forced to give up that 
A He 
Indeed,“ faid Duval; however, if 1 
do may I be d—d, 8 to undreſs 
while 
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| while be was ſpeaking) poſſeſſion 1 is eleven 
Points of the law, you know.“ 
Pray, Sir,” ſaid the Baronet, who had 
been all attention from the moment Mr. 
— Martin had mentioned the name of Sir Wil- 
\ lam, is the young gentleman we expect 
the grandſon of Governor Cleveland? I have 
a particular reaſon for making the inquiry.” 

5 80 I underſtand, Sir Richard,” ſaid 
Martin, from the Captain. I know. the 
Governor has been lately created a Baronet, 
and is reported to be one of the richeſt in 
England.” 
I am aſtoniſhed none by my Gian 
knew of the Governor's - having been thus 
honoured,” ſaid Sir Richard; if they 
had, they certainly would have wrote me 
word, as I am now going to England merely 
to entreat this great man would ſecond an 
application I mean to make to the Eaſt India 
Company. Perhaps, Sir, you- can inform 
me where he reſides in town.“ 

«© He does not live in London, Sir Rich- 


ard, but. has one of the moſt elegant houſes 
| within. 
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within the bills of mortality about a quarter 


| of a mile to the right Ig W l * 


turnpike.” 5 
« I am much. obliged to you, Sir,” ſaid - 
the Baronet ; you ſeem acquainted wal 
Sir William.” | 

« In a very flight id. Sir Richard; 35 
I have merely been at Cleveland Houſe ſome 
few times upon buſineſs.” 

This laſt ſpeech rather lowered Mr. Mar- 
tin in the arrogant Baronet's opinion, who. 
wiſhing to diſplay his importance, ſaid, A. 
relation of mine died many years ago in the 
Company's ſervice, poſſeſſed of conſiderable 
property, which, as no will could be found, 
nor no proper application was made, devolved 
to the Company. Now I am his ſole heir, 


and have long been advifed to ftate my 


claims. which, merely to oblige my friends, 

I did ſome time ſince; but having neglected 

to enforce them, 1 have not hitherto been 

very ſucceſsful in my attempt, but have 

lately learned that Sir William Cleveland 

and my relation were very intimate; and E 
; am 


/ 
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am told; if he intereſt himſelf in my cauſe, 

the juſtice of ay claim will meet with pro- 
per attention.“ | 
28 Suppoſe you try to pore Mr. Cleve- 
Sad in your favour,” ſaid Martin, © you 
will have an excellent opportunity this even- 
- ing, and, at all events, he could introduce 

you to his grandfather.” 

True, Mr. Martin,“ faid- the Baronst, 
I ſhould think this fide of the veſſel the 
- moſt commodious ; and to prevent a dil- 
= pute between him and Mr. Duval, I mean 
to make him an offer of my bed as ſoon as 
he comes down.“ | 


Hehry, who had remained totally filent 
for ſome time, ſat enjoying the mortification 
be had in ſtore for Sir Richard, and could 
not conceal a ſmile when he heard what a 
- diſintereſted offer the Baronet meant to make 
to the perſon he little thought was ſo near 
bim. Martin was alſo obliged to turn his 
„ | 


'- = 
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Duval, who, after hat Sir Richard had 
4 was convinced he had nothing to fear, 
began to call out for the ſteward to come 
and help him off with his boots. No one 
anſwered, and he ſwore he would not give 
the lazy raſcal a farthing. 


Mr. Martin adviſed him not to give lim - 
ſelf the trouble to take them off, as they 
ſhould not have a long paſſage. | 


« If I was at a certainty of not being two 
hours on board,” ſaid Duval, I would not 
lay down in them, becauſe I know it ſtops 
the circulation of the blood,” calling ſtill 
louder for the ſteward, ſtill no one appeared. 
Here, young man,” ſaid he, (looking at 
Henry) © juſt take hold of the heel for me, 
they come off like a glove.” “ | 

„Then you will have the leſs trouble 
with them,” ſaid Henry, and I aſſure you 


Iam very awkward; beſides, all this haſte- s 
merely to get poſſeſſion of what you almoſt 


acknowledge you Rove no right to.“ 
: * „N 


ff 
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« Bravo, my young friend,” ſaid Martin. 
if you do not take care, Duval, it will be a 
loſt cauſe at laſt.” 

He may be da nd, a proud puppy,” 
ſaid Duval, I have had his betters to pull 
my boots off many a time, but I dare ſay I 
ſhall get them off without his aſſiſtance,” 
ſeizing the fire-ſhovel to make the attempt ;: 
he then having ſcated himſelf, fixed it to 
the toe of one of his boots, and his heel to- 
the other toe, and began to labour away very. 

hard, but while he was thus buſily employed, 
the veſſel unfortunately took a roll, made 
him pitch forward, and fail all his length. 
upon the cabin floor, to the nap ſmall diver- 
ſion of moſt of the company. He vented. 
his paſſion in a volley of oaths and execra-- 
tions, till the Baronet. defired he would re- 
collect there were ladies in company; and 
Martin told him, giving way to paſſion 
would certainly make him ill ſooner than he 
withed.. 
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As no one offered to aſſiſt him, he roſe, 
grumbling moſt terribly, and vowing ven- 
geance upon the ſteward, to whom he attri- 
buted his misfortune. 


The Baronet ſaid he would go upon deck, 
and inquire what time this young gentle- 
man was expected, or whether he croſſed 
with them at laſt, for he began to think he 
had altered his mind, and it was not very 
agreeable to lay rolling about . 
he ſuppoſed. | ” 


One of the gentleman ſailors ſaid, with a 
laugh, We have been under way five 
minutes or more, Sir Richard ; we ſhall have 
motion enough preſently when we croſs the 
bar; which they did in a few ſeconds. 

« Better and better, by G—d,” ſaid Du- 
val, the deſcendant of Sir Matthew Mite 
has altered his mind, or elfe chuſes to ftay 
upon deck ; either of which will anfwer my 


purpole,” 
« Don't- 
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Don't make yourſelf too ſure,” ſaid 
Martin, „your greateſt dependance lies in 
the offer Sir Richard means to make the 

young Nabob.” 
II think I will go upon deck,“ ſaid the 
Baronet, and prevail upon Mr. Cleveland 
to come down if he 1 on. board, the night air 
is very dangerous.“ | 

True, Sir Richard,“ * = 27g « [ 
dare ty you could not do Sir William a. 
greater favour,” 


The Baronet, unconſcious of the wony 
viſible upon tie ſpeaker's countenance, was 
actually walking towards the ſtairs when the 
Captain of the veſſel entered. the cabin, fol- 
lowed by Mr: Jahaſtone, ſaying. How 
are you, ladies and gentlemen ? we are ſafe 
out, with a fine breeze, and Wi be at 
Dover before the rolls are ready,” 

« D—nd good news,” faid Duval, © we 
all thought we were waiting for another 

paſſenger, Where is the young Nabob 2? 


4 - | 4 The 
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«© The Captain had diſcovered Henry be- 
Fore Duval had ceaſed ſpeaking, and turning 
to him without anſwering the other, ſaid, 
« God bleſs me, Sir, I thought you ſaid you 
ſhould fling yourſelf upon a bed, you will 
find it much more comfortable.” 

Had I known you preferred ſitting up, 
Sir,” {aid Johnſtone, I would have had the 
carriage laſhed upon deck, you might have 
found it more agreeable.” 


The Baronet ſtared firſt at the Captain, 
then at Johnſtone, and laſtly at Henry, in 
filent wonder and amaze. Duval, who had 
got a white night-cap on, which came down 
to his little ferret -eyes, looked truly ludi- 
crous, while aſtoniſhment and dread ſeemed 
to have abſorbed his faculties; and Mr. 
Martin's countenance diſplayed the pleaſure 
this unexpected diſcovery gave him. 


The Captain locked anxiouſly round him, 
and perceiving the plaid great coat laying 
upon the bed he had given orders to have 

prepared 
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Prepared for Mr. Cleveland, called out in a 
peremptory tone for Jack Spice; the ftew- 
ard inſtantly obeyed the ſummons. Did 
not I order you to keep one of the beds for 
Mr. Cleveland, you Sir.” 

«* Yes, Sir,“ was the reply, © and I put 
one in order as you deſired, let the curtains 
down, and told all the company it was be- 
ſpoke as ſoon as they came on board.” 

« I am convinced the ſteward is not to 
blame, Captain,” faid Henry; “ but 1 
have been given to underſtand fince I came 
down ſtairs that the firſt comers have a right 
to ſecure the beds, and I do not wiſh any of 
the eſtabliſhed rules to be broke through in 
my favour, another time I ſhall know better 
how to act.“ 

The Baronet, .whoſe lips had been going 
for ſome time, now ſaid, in a haughty tone, 
« Pray, Captain, what is all this? perhaps 1 
ſhall be able to ſet this matter right ; has 
that young fellow had the impudence to 
unpole himſelf upon you for Sir William 
Cleveland's 


MYSTERIOUS WIEE. 263 


Cleveland's grandſon ; if I find he has, by 
heaven's I will have him ſeverely ——" 

« Here the Baronet was interrupted by 
old Johnſtone, who ſaid, in a tone ſome- | 
thing like his own, „And pray who are 
you, Sir, who dare to take ſuch liberties ? 
this young gentleman is not only the grand- 
ſon, but the ſole heir to Sir William Cleve- 
land's title and eſtates; and now let me hear 
you venture again to diſpute the point, that 
is all.“ | = 


Sir Richard again ſtood motionleſs, and 
for ſome feconds had his doubts whether 
the perſon whe addreſſed him was not Sir 
William bimſelf, till Henry ſaid, in a cool 
tone, Pray do not take the trouble to un- 
deceive Sir Richard Claymore, Mr. John- 
ſtone ; he has ſcen me once at St. Omers, 
and fancies he knows a vaſt deal about 
me.” | 

Why z—nds and blood, fellow,” ſaid the 
Baronet, advancing as cloſe as poſſible to 
Henry, and ſtaring him full in the face, 
« You 


— 
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* You will not perſuade me out of my 
ſenſes ;- is not your name Henry Weſthorpe ? 


am I not acquainted with your uncle, or 


whoever he 1s, for few uncle's would have 
done ſo much for you; have not you been 
brought up by him, born his name, and 
lived upon his bounty ; and did not he very 
lately get you into the French ſervice : do 


you think I wall allow you to impoſe your- 


{elf upon ay 1 88 for Mr. Cleveland in my 
preſence.” 


The Baronet was proceeding, but Johnſtone 
and the Captain both interrupted him, each 
eager to vindicate the honour, of Mr. Cleve- 
land, and to humble the truly inſolent Sir 


| Richard; but Henry interfered, ſaying, * your 


preſent doubts are much more excuſable, Sir 


Richard, than your former behaviour ; till 


now I have borne the name of Weſthorpe; and 
I am ftill in the French ſervice; thus far I 
have explained myſelf for the ſatisfaction of 
the company. You are going to viſit my 
grandfather, I underſtand, and I dare ſay he 

| will 
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will anſwer any further queries concerning 
me you may wiſh to have cleared up.” 


Duval's countenance varied every mo- 
ment ; hope and fear were predominant 1n 
turns. The Baronet was ſtaggered, but not 
convinced; he had gone too far to retract, 
therefore reſolved to continue to ſuppoſe 
Henry an impoſtor. The reſt of the paſſen- 
gers attended to the ſtrange ſcene 1n filent 
wonder. | 


The Captain, who, from his intimacy with 
old Johnſtone, was perfectly acquainted with 
Henry's family hiſtory, felt himſelf particu- 
larly piqued by the Baronet's behaviour, 
and faid, in an angry tone, If I had gueſ- 
ſed what was likely to happen, Sir Richard, 
you ſhould all have remained at Calais; Mr. 
Johnſtone would have freighted me at any 
price, and here were ſeven of you would 
not advance a guinea and a half amongſt you 
till I had refuſed to fail without my uſual 
price, five guineasz and you ſhould have 

VOL. I. N | ſtaid 
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ſaid at Calais till doomſday, if that gentle- 
man (looking at Martin) had not arrived 
and promiſed to make up the difference, 
which he is no longer bound to do. But 
pray, Sir, (turning to Duval) how came you 
to take poileſſion of that bed? you. who 
{aid you thought five ſhillings more than 
ought to be given for ſuch a ſhort trip.” 
Pray, Captain,” ſaid Henry, is it a 
rule to have beds kept ? if not, I muſt en- 
treat there may be no exceptions in my fas 
vour.“ 8 
It is done every day, Sir,” ſaid the Cap- 
tain. I am only ſorry I did not accom- 
pany you down ſtairs, I would ſoon have ſet 
matters to rights, I warrant me.“ 
„Duval, who found he was not likely to 
meet with any further ſupport from the Ba- 
ronet, ſaid, in an humble tone, I really 
had no intention to break through your 
eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, nor did I know that 
gentleman was Mr. Cleveland; beſides, 
what Ifaid was merely in joke.“ 
Aye, perhaps ſo, ſaid the Captain, ad- 
vancing towards the diſputed bed, upon 
which 
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which laid the elegant great coat, which he 
ſeized between his finger and thumb, and 
flung upon the table which Henry had juſt 
roſe from, then arranged the pillow, while 
the old ſteward, who had been perſuading 
his young maſter to lie down, was aſſiſting 
him to take off his coat and ſhoes ; he then, 
with the Captain's aſſiſtance, aſcended his 
couch, declared he found it very comfort- 
able, and hoped to enjoy a very pleaſant 
doſe before he reached Dover, as he was ex- 
ceſſively ſleepy, which was not much to be 


wondered at, not having been in bed the 


niglit before. 


The Captain and Mr. Johnſtone returned 
upon deck, after the latter had aſſured his 
maſter he thould always be within call in caſe 
he was ill. | 


7 


The Baronet and Duval now ventured to 


look at each other once more, while Martin 
ſat enjoying their evident conſternation. 


O | 
N 2 CHAP, 
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OE CHAP. XVII. 


Sm Richard was by no means ſatisfied 
with this ſort of half explanation, and ſoon 
determined in his own mind to be at the 
bottom of this improbable ſtory, as the more 
he reflected upon it, the more he was con- 
vinced it muſt in a great meaſure be fictiti- 
ous. Mrs. Weſthorpe had often mentioned 
Henry Weſthorpe as a mere dependant upon 
her huſband's bounty; he pondered over 
the ſcene he had witneſſed over night: ſhe 

| 3 


— 
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bad certainly treated this young man very 
rudely, {till he had been more amazed at 
his behaviour, tried to remember every word 
that paſſed, and then found himſelf more at 
a loſs than ever; therefore eame to a reſolu- 
tion to fathom this iniquitous plot, by which 
means he might render Sir- William Cleve- 
land a moſt important ſervice, and ingratiate 
himſelf into his favour : however, for the 
preſent, he thought he might as well remain 
filent, ſo confoled himſelf with the hopes of 
bringing theſe daring impoſtors, (Henry and 


old Johnſtone) to a proper ſenſe of their | 


crimes, convinced Sir William Cleveland's 


vengeance would overtake them in any cor- 


ner of the globe. Having thus ſettled mat- 
ters in his own mind, Sir Richard gave 
Duval an exulting look, as much as to ſay, 
« time will diſcover every thing, and flung 


himſelf upon the bed. 


The reſt of the company not having in- 
terfered in the diſpute, did not chuſe to 
communicate their thoughts to each other 


1 upon 
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upon the ſubject. Duval reſumed his feat 
oppoſite Martin, and tried to arrange him- 
ſelf for his voyage, while he revolved the re- 
cent ſcene in his mind. 


Profound ſilence now enſued for upwards 
of half an hour; and as the motion of the 
veſſel was almoſt imperceptible, owing to a 
fine ſmooth breeze, Henry ſoon fell into 
a ſound fleep; and Mr. Martin having 
made the diſcovery, thus began to addreſs 
his oppoſite neighbour :— 


vVou do not look well, Duval ; do you 
think it is owing to the circulation of your 
blood being ſtopped, or the orient train of 

your ideas?“ 

„Why I muſt ſay I feel a little qualmiſh,“ 

ſaid Duval. | 
„J do not wonder at it,” lad Martin 3 
&« I ſhould have felt a few qualms myſelf, if 
I had given up any thing as ſhabbily as you 
did your birth.“ 
; 4 Pray 
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„Pray what would you have done in a 
fimilar ſituation?“ ſaid Duval. 

« Why, in the firft place, if I had thought 
a man only fit to pull my boots off, as you 
told that gentleman his betters had frequent- 
ly done, I would not have given up my bed, 
except by main force. What an opinion 
mult the deſcendant of Sir Matthew Mite 
have formed of your politeneſs. !” 

Well, if I did make ule of that expreſ- 
fion, it was merely out of ſport, and every 
ſenſible man knows how to take a joke. 
But I am not perfectly ſatisfied, there is 
ſomething very queer at the bottom of this 
young man's ſtory.” 

lk ſuch are your thoughts, why did not 
you take one fide of the queſtion? no mat- 
ter whether 1t had been the right or the 
wrong, you would equally have diſplayed 
your talents ; you | a ſpecial pleader! and 
give up a good cauſe ſo tamely ! I poſitively 
bluſh for you; ſtripped as you were, and in 
ſuch high ſpirits, not even to dare to open 
our mouth; Sir Richard would certainly 
SY, N 4 have 
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have employed you, ſhould any farther no- 
tice be taken of what has paſſed; had either 
Erſkine or Garrow had ſuch a fubject, they 
would have deſcanted upon it till they had 
reached Dover, and thus at laſt have got off 
honourably, though they might have been 
tupportiag a bad cauſe.” 

« I truſt, Mr. Martin, I could as a good 
cauſe as much juſtice as either of thoſe two 
gentlemen ; but fome how in this affair I 
was- taken by ſurpriſe : how the deuce 
ſhould this officious Captain know any thing 
about tlie matter? but he expecis to get 
paid for his trouble; however, I well ſce 
him d—nd before I will give him a farthing 
over and above my halt guinea.” 

„Oh! there I can excuſe you,“ ſaid 
Martin; you have certainly a great right 
to be offended with him; but I {till blame 
you for having given up a point you ſeemed 
ſo determined to conteſt, while you had a 
doubt remaining as to the identity of Mr. 

Cleveland's perſon, and the regulations of a, 
packet-boat. The plea ſet up againſt you 
"FR was, 
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was, that that bed was beſpoke for a Mr. 
Cleveland, grandſon to Sir William Cleve- 
land; now, from what Sir Richard Clay- 
more ſaid, you certainly had a right to en- 
tertain ſuſpicions that the perſon who now 
occupies it is an impoſtor; I would there- 
fore have inſiſted upon his giving me chapter 
and verſe as to who he was, what he was, 
&c. &c. before I woulq have reſigned my 
claim as you did ; and if he could not have 
ſatisfied you, you would have remained in 
poſſeſſion, and have done the community in 
general an eſſential ſervice, by detecting a 
fraud.“ | 

« But ſuppoſe I had failed in my attempt, 
Mr. Martin, conſider what might have been 
the confequence; no, I cannot blame myle f 
for what I have done.” 

Then let me tell you, Duval, you ought 
etther to have- made proper excuſes to Mr. 
Cleveland, whom you treated with the moſt 
groſs unpoliteneſs, or have defended your 
rights like a man.” 


"©; 2 
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* I begin to fear your talents will never 
procure you a ſeat upon the woolſack.” 
„How the d—v—]l came you to be fo 
well acquainted with me and my pro- 
feſſion, Mr. Martin; I don't remember ever 
having ſeen you before; I am of opinion you 
are alſo a limb of the law.“ 

That don't matter,” ſaid Martin; 
« but when a perſon has once heard you 
diſplay your eloquence, (and you have juſt 
loſt a moſt excellent oppartunity, to my 
great diſappointment) they cannot caſily for- 
get you. I law ou laſt ſummer upon the 
northern circuit; y6u opened a very cele- 
brated caule at Yoth, which you was fortu- 
nate enough to gain.” 

« Yes, damme, that I did,” ſaid Duval; 
MET — the raſcal.” 


One of the ALICE who lay under Mr. 
Cleveland burſt out a laughing, ſaying, 
An Old Bailey Counſellor, by Gd.“ 


Duval was highly piqued, and defired the 


gentleman would keep * impertinent re- 
marks 
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marks to himſelf ; and a quarrel would moſt 
likely have enſued, if Mr. Martin had not. 


pacified the diſputants. 


Duvet then aſked him to let him lay 
down upon his bed for an hour. 

« ] will ſee if it is ſoft enough for you 
firit,” ſaid Martin,” ſtretching himſelf out 
upon it immediately. Duval grumbled, but 
was obliged to content himfaif with two- 
chairs. 


Little oaths of any moment till they 
reached Dover between five and ſix in the 
morning; the Captain and Mr. Johnſtone: 

then came down, and the former informed 

the company they were arrived, that is, they 
were laying to, for the veſſel could not get 
into port. This news created a general 
buſtle, but Mr. Johnſtone was obliged to 
awake Henry, who. declared he had had an 
excellent night's reſt. | 


N 6 7 
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As Duval did not wiſh to make friends 
with the Captain, he did not anſwer him 
when. he inquired how he had bore his 
voyage, but ſtalked up. ſtairs by way of get- 
ting out of his way. 


The Baronet had been fully employed in 
arranging plans for the detection of the ſup- 
poſed impoſtors; he would not even look 
at either Henry. or Johnſtone, told his lady- 
to remain below while he went upon deck. 
to make a bargain with the boatmen to 
carry them. on ſhore, having been informed. 
two were coming, and ſtrutted away after: 


Duval. 


Henry ſoon jumped out of bed, and be- 
gan to: dreſe, while the Baronet, having 
reached the deck, perceiving two boats along 
ſide the veſſel, began to inquire what they 
would have to land him and Lady Clay- 
more. One of the men ſaid, it depended: 
upon how many were of the party. Duval 
inſtantly offered to make one, ſo the Baronet: 
Was 
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was to engage for three. They would take 
them for ſifteen ſhillings the man ſaid, above 
five, it was three ſhillings a head. The Ba- 
ronet ſwore he would not comply with ſuch 
a bare-faced extortion ; five ſhillings a piece! 
he never heard a more unconſcionable de- 
mand. A violent diſpute enſued : in the 
very. heighth of which, while the Baronet, 
pale with rage, was abufing the boatmen in 
the moſt illiberal terms, Henry came upon 
deck; and as his ſervants ſtood waiting his 
orders, his Honour was inſtantly applied to 
in the moſt reſpectful terms. Henry aſked 
no queſtions concerning price, but told the 
one who addreſſed him he ſhould go with 


bim. 


The Captain, therefore, without any far- 
tber ceremony, jumped into one of the 
boats, ſaying, Allow me to aſſiſt you, Sir, 
holding out his arms to receive Henry on 
his deſcent. The fight of the ſervants, who 
were in very rich livery, and the reſpect Hen- 
* met with, not only mortifted the enraged 

Baronet 


4 
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Baronet, but almoſt tempted him to believe 
the young ſoldier was really the Nabob's 
grandſon; fain would he have queſtioned 

the footmen, but that was impoſſible, as 
their maſter was preparing to ſtep into the 
boat, when Mr. Martin approached him, 
ſaying, Will you do me the favour to al- 
low me to accompany you, Mr. Cleveland, 
as there really ſeems very little chance of the 
other boat getting off for ſome time; I 
make it a rule never to diſpute with theſe 
good people, a ſhilling ar two more or leſs 
ought not to be an object upon ſuch occa- 
ſions. Henry inſtantly begged he would 
precede him, which he did, not to keep him 
waiting; the former and his. ſuite followed. 
him, and the men puſhed off. 


The Baronet wiſhing to retrieve ſome part 
of his conſequence, now. offered the other 
men twelve ſhillings for the-remaining ſeven. 

- paſſengers ; but they ſwore they would ſee: 
him and his. money. at the bottom of the 
ſea firſt; and to. ſhew him they did not 


value 
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value him nor his jaw a rope's end, they. 
would not take him on ſhore for any price; 
* ſo bear a hand, my lads,” ſaid the ſpokeſ- 
man, helping to puſh the boat off, and away 
they rowed wth all their might, | 


- a 1 gueſſed how the diſpute would on. 44 
ſaid the Captain, laughing ; ; © there . 
muſt he rolling about till nine o'clock.” 5 


Mr. Martin accompanied Henry to York. 

Houſe, where they agreed to drink ſome 
mulled wine together, and then go to bed 
for a few hours. While their refection Wwas 
preparing, Martin told Henry, in return for 
his politeneſs, that he was the ſecond Yon of 
a Scotch Baronet, and had juſt been called to 
the bar; that he had been to Bruxelles upon 
buſineſs, and had had the advantage of tranſ- 
acting ſome ſmall concerns for Sir William 
Cleveland; laughed very much about Du- 
val, and gave him to underſtand he knew Sir 
Richard Claymore was entirely ruined; ad- 
ding, „J am no judge of What his claims 

21 3 : may 
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may be upon the Eaſt-India Company, nor 
can I ſuppoſe his behaviour to you, Mr. 
Cleveland, will recommend him very ſtrong- 
ly to Sir William's favour.” 

« Oh, I freely forgive him, Sir,” faid 
Henry, and was proceeding to explain the 
ſudden alteration which had taken place in 
his name and circumſtances, when Johnſtone 
entered with a waiter who brought Wo 


wine. 


The old man was exceſſively happy to 
find himfelf once more upon terra firma, and 
ſtill more anxious to let Sir William know 
his grandſon was arrived in England, and to 
launch out in the young man's praiſe, for 
whom he already felt the higheſt eſteem and 
reſpect: he therefore, after having aſked 
Henry how he found himſelf, proceeded to- 
inform him the landlord would ſee the. car-- 


riage landed, and all the baggage cleared 
from the cuſtom-houſe ; but as that did not 
open before nine, it would be ten o'clock 


the fooneſt before every thing would be in 
readineſs, 
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readineſs to leave Dover ; he therefore begged 
leave to proceed to town in one of the ſtages, 
which he underſtood ſtarted at ſeven, as by 
this means he ſhould have at leaſt a couple 
of hours advance upon his young maſter, 
which would afford him an opportunity to 
prepare Sir William for his arrival; who, 
notwithſtanding his impatience to ſee him, 
might be flurried if he had not ſome notice 
of his coming. Henry perfectly agreed with 
the old man, but inſiſted upon his perform- 
ing his journey in a poſt- chaiſe, which would 
be much more expeditious, and not ſo fa- 
tiguing: one was therefore immediately or- 
dered, and the old gentleman ſet off for 
London. He had ordered a bed to be pre- 
pared for Mr. Cleveland upon their arrival 
at York Houſe, and Henry was now inform- 
ed it was ready; but finding his ſleepy fit 
was gone off, and as it began to be very light, 
and was a very fine morning, ſaid, inſtead of 
laying down, he would take a ramble upon 
the cliffs, and breathe a little Britiſh air. 

; Martin 
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Martin inſtantly offered to * him, 
. out they * 


An ee of near fix years had endeared 
England to Henry, and he diſcovered freſh 
beauties every ſtep he took, though Dover 

zs not the moſt fertile ſpot in the kingdom. 
They took a long walk upon the cliffs, ſaw the 
caſtle, &c. and then returned to the inn; but 
having ſeen the packet - boat they had croſſed 
in enter the harbour, they agreed to go and ſee 
their fellow- paſſengers land. The Baronet 
ſeemed in a worſe temper than when they 
left him; he affected not to ſee either Henry 
or his companion, and when ſolicited to 
go to York Houſe, he half ſnapped the 
waiter's noſe off, ſaying, © Don't torment 
me, fellow, I am going to the Ship, which I 
always uſe. Duval followed him, and juſt 
touched his hat as he pated. & 


Quing forward immediately, Duval ?” ſaid 


Martin 
„Not 
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« Not till evening, Mr. Martin; I am 
not fond of travelling alone in a hack-chaiſe, 


therefore mean to go in the mail.” 


Mr. Martin would not take the hint, but 
wiſhing him a pleaſant journey, returned to 
York Houſe with Henry. They found their 
breakfaſt ready; and during their meal, 
Henry aſked him to take a corner in his car- 
riage, adding, it would be an act of charity, 
as he was alone. The offer was thankfully 
accepted, and by half paſt ten (every thing 
being ready) they ſet off as faſt as four horſes 
could rattle, and never ftopped, except to 
change horſes, till they reached Dartford, 
where they agreed to dine; and Henry made 
a trifling alteration in his. dreſs, wiſhing to 
make a favourable impreſſion upon his grand - 
father. ? a 


Mr. Martin took his leave of bim at 
Newington, where he got into a hackney 


coach, and Henry nn to Cleveland. 
Houſe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


H E arrived between eight and nine, and 
was very much ſtruck with its outward ap- 
pearance. Old Johnſtone was ſtanding upon 
the ſteps, and would open the door of the 
carriage, that he might be the firſt to wel- 
come his young maſter, who, without any 
farther ceremony, he began to burry through 
the hall into a moſt elegant drawing-room ; 
in the middle of which ſtood a tall, flim, 
8 elderly gentleman, upwards of ſeventy, whom 
Henry eaſily gueſſed was Sir William Cleve- 
land. He felt rather agitated, as may be 

ſuppoſed; 
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ſuppoſed ; and not having hitherto formed 
the moſt favourable opinion of his grand- 
father, whoſe paſt neglect had left a ſtrong 
impreſſion upon his mind, he- made a fort 
of involuntary» ſtop juſt within the door ; 
but the good old ſteward wiſhing him to 
appear every thing he had deſcribed him to 
be, unperceived by Sir William, led him 

forward, - is 


The Baronet advanced two ſteps to meet 
him, and remained gazing upon him for 
ſome ſeconds with every mark of ſatisfaction. 
Henry, when near enough, would have flung 
himſelf at his feet, but the old gentleman 
caught him in his arms, and preſſed him 
moſt affectionately to his boſom, ſaying, in a 
a faltering tone, „Sure, my ever-to- be- 

regretted Henry ſtill lives.” As he conclu- 
ded, his voice totally failed him, and he 
burſt into a violent flood of tears, and leaned * 
his head upon his grandſon's ſhoulder, who 
exceſſively agitated himſelf, had ſome diffi- 
culty to ſupport him, which the old ſteward 


perceiving, 
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perceiving, he inſtantly approached and 
aſſiſted. Henry in leading the Baronet to an 
arm chair. In a few minutes he grew more 
compoſed ; and putting out his hand, faid, 
« Welcome ten thouſand times to England, 

my dear Henry. Johnſtone, you may leave 


us. 


The old man placed a chair for Henry, 
and obeyed; Sir William was fearful of low- 
ering himſelf even in the eyes of his confiden- 
tial ſervant. Henry was ſtill holding his 
grandfather's hand, which he had raiſed to 
his lips; but the moment the door was 
ſhut, he fixed his eyes upon his grandſon, 
ſaying, Can you forgive a capricious old 
fellow, my dear Harry, who ought to have 
known long fince what a treaſure he had in 
fore. I only hope I have been the greateſt 
ſufferer by my neglect ; 1 am not deſerving 


ſuch a 1 


Henry aſſured the enraptured old man, 
whoſe en fixed with an expreſſion of 
tranſport 
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tranſport upon his face, he was at a loſs to 
expreſs the love and gratitude his kind re- 
teption had awakened 1n his boſom. 


« You are too good, my dear fellow ; x 
know I have given you very juſt reaſon to 
complain of me; but I am thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of my paſt errors, and will try to make 
you all the atonement in my power for my 
late neglect. Sit down, I have a thouſand 
things to ſay to you, and as many queſtions 
to aſk ; but my head and heart are both ſo 
full, I hardly know where to begin. But 
you muſt be fatigued after your journey ; 
what will you take by-way of refreſhment ? 
ten o'clock 1s my ſupper hour.” 


Henry ſaid, with his leave he would have 

a cup of tea, which was inftantly ordered ; 
and as ſoon as the ſervants retired, at Sir 
William's requeſt he briefly recapitulated 
the paſt events of his life, his late matriage 
excepted ; indeed he did not even mention 
the name of Jolephine, though he told his 
grand- 
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grandfather he was but juſt returned from 
Spa when Johnſtone arnved at St. Omers. 


The Baronet's pride was highly gratified 
to find his grandſon ranked ſuch a man 
as the Marquis D'Orcy among his intimate 
friends, which muſt be owing to his innate 
merit and accompliſhments.” Indeed every 
moment increaſed Sir William's -aftonith- 
ment to find a young man educated as Henry 
gave him to underſtand he had been, whoſe 
manners ard converſation would not have 
diſgraced a Cheſterfield. 


At ſupper Henry was amazed in'his turn 
by the ſplendour diſplayed in the eating 
parlour ;- though he had frequented ſome of 
the firſt toutes in Paris, (and few were more 
magnificently fitted up. than the Hotel 
D'Orcy) he had never yet beheld ſuch a 


quantity of plate; as the French do not be- 
ſtow any pains upon decorating their dining 
parlours nor fideboards. 


As 
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As ſoon as the cloth was removed, the 
old ſteward was ſent for, and Sir William 
gave orders to have the evening concluded 
jovially among his houſehold, in honour of 
his grandſon's arrival; and about midnight 
he propoſed retiring, as he thought Henry 
muſt be fatigued. 


The ſervants! vociferous joy, expreſſed by 
repeated peals of laughter, reached their ears 
as they aſcended the great ſtaircaſe. Sir 
William ſmiled and ſaid, They will not 
diſturb us, Harry ; and if they did, I do not 
think I could reſolve to put a check to re- 
joicings in which I ſo fincerely participate.” 


Henry ſaid he was very much flattered to 
find himſelf ſuch a welcome gueſt at Cleve- 
land Houſe. 


I defire you would not look upon your- 
ſelf as a gueſt, my dear fellow,” ſaid Sir Wil- 
ham, warmly, from this moment you ſhall 
be as much maſler in it as I am.“ 

VOL. I. O They 
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They now reached the old gentleman's 
dreſſing- room, and defired Henry to fit down 
for a few minutes, as he was loth to diſturb 
the ſervants. He then proceeded to tell 
him that he would immediately ſettle a 
handſome yearly income upon him, which 
ſhould enable him to vie 1n point of appear- 
ance with the firſt young men-1n the king- 
dom. | 


Henry was not fo much flattered by this 
promiſe as he had been by the reception he 
had met with, and hardly knowing bow to 
expreſs his thanks, was not ſorry when Sir 
William begged him to ring the bell. His 
valet anſwered it, whom the Baronet ſent 
for Johnſtone. The old man ſoon returned 
with him, and ſeemed as if he had been na- 
king merry among the reſt, though he was 
not quite tipſy; had he even been much 
more in liquor, it would have been 
conſtrued into a compliment juſt then, 

| | 2 his 
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his maſter was in ſuch excellent ſpirits. The 
ſteward, after having renewed his congratu- 
lations in the moſt reſpectful manner, beg- 
ged to know Sir William's pleaſure. 


« I ſent for you, Johnſtone,” ſaid the 
Baronet, „to defire that henceforth you 
will pay the ſame deference to any orders 
Mr. Clzveland may give you, you would to 
mine, and order every ſervant in the houſe 
to follow your example ; his will ſhall be law 
as much as mine among my houſehold, I 
preſume you have informed the young man 
you mentioned to me of my intentions in 
his favour; he knows his duty, I pre- 
ſume,” 


Johnſtone, who had bowed at every pauſe 
Sir William had made, now ſaid, his orders 
would be joyfully obeyed by his houſehold, 
who would all be proud of receiving Mr. 
Cleveland's commands, The ſervant the 
Hire (+ O 2 Baronet 
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Baronet had fixed upon to be about his per. 
{on was in waiting; his young maſter would 
ſoon be able to judge of his merits, and de- 


cide accordingly. 
| 7 


Henry had ſome difficulty to preſerve his 
gravity while attending to this dialogue, 
though he felt himfelf highly obliged to his 
grandfather for inveſting him with ſuch un- 


limited power. 


At laſt Sir William gave him a parting 
embrace and his bleſſing, and ordered John- 
ſtone to conduct him to his apartmet ; but 
as he was turning from the old gentleman, 
Sir William took ſomething out of his 
pocket, put it into his hand, and retreated 
rather haſtily. From the manner in which 
this preſent was beſtowed, Henry ſuppoſed 
it was ſomething the Baronet did not wiſh 
Johnſtone to ſee ; he therefore put it into 
his pocket in filence, and followed the old 

man 
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man into a moſt elegant dreſſing room, fitted 
up in the moſt expenſive modern ſtyle, com- 
municating with a ſpacious bed- chamber, 
the furniture of which perfectly correſpon- 
ded; near the drefling-table flood + a 
young man, and whom the old ſteward, 
after prefacing his harangue with a very 
low bow, thus introduced to his notice. 
„This young man, Sir, is my nephew, and 
will find himſelf very much honoured if you 
will accept of his ſervices in the quality of 
your valet de chambre; he dreſſes hair re- 
markably well, I am told; in ſhort, Sir, I 
hope you will find him every way qualified 
for the gong poſt he 1s ſo anxious. to 
obtain.“ 


Henry did not chuſe to interrupt this 
ſolemn, formal ſpeech; but when the old 
man had made his concluding bow, ſaid, 
I am convinced, no one undeſerving my 
notice would- have met with my grand- 


father s approbation; I truſt I ſhall not be 
| O 3 very 
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very difficult to pleaſe ; but his being your 
nephew, Mr. Johnſtone, 1s ſufficient to re- 
commend him to my favour.” 


The concluſion of this ſpeech quite won 
the old man's heart ; he caught his young 
maſter's hand, which he raiſed to his lips, 
then made ſo profound a bow, that having 
taken a glaſs too much, he was very near 
falling upon his noſe ; at laſt he wiſhed him 
a good night, and left the room, defiring his 
nephew would ſee his maſter had every thing 
he wanted. 


. Henry having often attended the Marquis 
D'Orcy's toilette, was perfectly acquainted 
with the functions of his new attendant, but 
very ſoon diſmiſſed him, as he was anxious 
to ſee what the Baronet had beſtowed upon 
him at parting. As ſoon as he was alone, he 
took it out of his pocket; it was a ſmall 
parcel, curiouſly wrapped up in a couple of 
ſheets of filver paper. He inſtantly opened 

it 
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it, and found a very handſome pocket-book, 
which contained bank-notes, to the amount 
of two thouſand pounds. This had been 
a premeditated preſent, and was therefore 
a proof of the generoſity of his grandfather's 
diſpoſition, 


As ſoon as he was 1n bed, he began to re- 
fle& upon the happy proſpects that ſeemed 
opening to his view ; but fatigue and want 
of reſt prevented him from forming any 
plans for his future conduct, by abſorbing all 
his faculties in a profound ſleep. 


Not ſo the Baronet, whoſe moſt ambitious 
hopes were all revived. Johnſtone had in a 
great meaſure prepared him for the fight of 
his grandſon, but his deſcription of the 
young man, though very animated, fell far 
ſhort of the original; Sir William was ex- 
ceſſively ſtruck with his fine manly figure, 
animated countenance, and eaſy polite ad- 
dreſs; in et he found this long-neglected 

grandſon 
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_ grandſon every thing he could wiſh, and in- 
finitely ſuperior to what he had dared to ex- 
pect when he had given the rein to his moſt 
ſanguine hopes; he was a very good judge 
of merit, and lived. in habits of intimacy 
with moſt of the firſt nobility in the king- 
dom; he therefore eaſily perceived how far 
Henry ſurpaſſed the grandſon he had juſt 
Buried, who was inſolent and overbearing, 
yet vulgar in his manners, and low in his 
notions ; his relationſhip to Sir William, and 
the immenſe fortune he was one day likely 
to inherit, were his moſt powerful recommen- 
dations in the eyes of thoſe with whom his 
grandfather wiſhed him to aſſociate. Sir 
William had often bluſhed for him: though 
he entertained hopes that a few years might 
occaſion a great alteration in his behaviour, 
{till he often looked forward with anxicty 
and dread ; he felt his loſs very ſeverely, it 
was ſo ſudden and unexpected, but now be- 
gan to think Providence was juſt 1n all its 
decrees. Still he reflected there was one 
| | thing 
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thing wanting to complete his felicity, which 
was to fee this newly- acknowledged grand- 
{on mairied into ſome illuſtrious family ; the 
match he had planned for his late heir came 
into his mind; Lady Sophia Courtenay 
was a Charming young woman, and he had 
a particular regard for Lord Oakley, her 
tather.—Thus he laid plans the greateſt part 
of the night, and at laſt fell into a pleaſing 
ſlumber. 


The inſtant he awoke, he again rejoiced 
to think he had now got an heir truly de- 
ſerving of his moſt unbounded affection, 
and longed once more to feaſt his eyes with 
a ſight of the amiable young man. 


He then reverted to this match he ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed to bring to bear; how to 
bring it about puzzled him, for he felt 
he could not take the ſame liberty witn 
Henry he did with his couſin; he muſt ob- 
tain his conſent before he diſpoſed of his 

hand; 
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hand; ſtill, now was the time to make uſe 
of his power, and to fix him irrevocably for 
life. His heart, he truſted, was diſengaged, 
and he would certainly wiſh to oblige him ; 
but if he ſhould object to this propoſal, 
(though that was bardly poſſible) what 
muſt he do then? he might, in ſome re- 
ſpects force obedience, as it was in his power 
to difinherit him, but that was a cruel 
idea; beſides, he had promiſed to induige 
him in every thing, and his word was his 
bond ; he would therefore only try the effect 
of perſuaſion. 


Colonel Cleveland poſſeſſecd a noble ſpirit, 
and it appeared to have deſcended to his ſon ; 
the Colonel had braved his reſentment when 
he married the woman of his choice, and his 
ſon ſeemed likely to do the ſame; and 
to attempt to put a reſtraint upon his ac- 
tions, (his merit and talents had raiſed him 
ſome powerful friends in France, be was ſtill 


in the French army, therefore ſecure of an 
inde- 


\ 
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independence) his toul revolted at the bare 
idea. 


Thus wavering between hope and fear, 
Sir William ſtarted from his pillow, anxious 
to commence his plan of operation. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


